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Montrose history. Leading his 
side to the League 2 title in 2018, 
he has then made them a very 
competitive team in Scotland’s 
third tier.

THE CAPTAIN –  
PAUL WATSON

The visitors will be led out for 
the final time at Alloa by club 
legend, Paul Watson. Following 
387 appearances for the club, 
making him the 7th highest 
appearance holder, the defend-
er will retire at the end of the 
season. His journey with the club 
began in 2012 when he signed 
from St Andrews. Thrown into 
the deep end, Watson played an 
integral part in ensuring the club 
remained a SPFL side, before 
then leading his team, along-
side Petrie, to the title in 2018. 

As mentioned, the competitive 
in League 1 was something he 
played his hand in as they made 
the play-offs in five consecutive 
seasons. Watson still played a 
key role in his last campaign, 
however, since the turn of the 
year has been unable to make a 
match day squad. Prior to that 
he had made 20 appearances for 
the club. All hope that Watson 
can end on a high and receive the 
recognition he deserves for his 
incredible service to the Mo.

ONE TO WATCH –  
OWEN STIRTON

A man who has caught the 
eye since his move in January is 
young forward, Owen Stirton. 
The 18-year-old joined the club 
on loan from Dundee United in 
January and immediately hit the 

ground running. Alloa fans will 
remember him well from the 
side’s previous meeting back 
in February when he bagged a 
brace in a 2-2 draw. That is by 
far his only strike of the season 
as he has notched an impressive 
eight goals in his 12 appearances, 
including a solitary assist too. He 
temporarily departed Tan-
nadice after signing a new deal 
that would see him stay at his 
boyhood club till 2027, however, 
after catching the eye of many 
in his short time at Links Park, 
he will no doubt have plenty of 
suitors come the summer. The 
Wasps will have to be on their 
A-game to combat Stirton’s pace, 
directness and ruthlessness in 
front of goal.

BY KIEREN MOONEY
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THE CONNECTION

A rare sight in the lower 
leagues of Scottish football as 
there is not a single former 
Wasp returning to the Indodrill 
this afternoon. Similarly, the 
same can be said within the 
Alloa ranks. The clubs have 
shared players in the past, most 
notably in the loanee market. 
Mouhammed ‘Sena’ Niang 
played for Montrose in 2019/20, 
before making the temporary 
switch to the Wasps the season 
after. He was not alone in doing 
so as Euan Henderson also 
followed the same pattern. 
Henderson, who now plays 
up front for recently relegated 
Hamilton Accies, finished top 
scorer in his season at Alloa and 

goes down as one of the Wasps 
many success stories in the loan 
market.

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

This is the fourth and final 
encounter between the sides 
as we approach the end of the 
season. The most recent of 
those was the 2-2 draw at Links 
Park, where as previously men-
tioned, Owen Stirton grabbed 
both goals for the Mo. On the 
scoresheet for Alloa that day 
was Cameron O’Donnell, with 
the potential goal of the season, 
and fellow academy graduate, 
Steven Buchanan.  Prior to that, 
Montrose have enjoyed this 
fixture with another 2-2 draw at 
Links Park to start the season 

and victory last time out here in 
Alloa. Blair Lyons had opened 
the scoring in the fixture at 
Alloa in December, before Kane 
Thomson equalised just minutes 
later. It was late heartbreak for 
Andy Graham’s side as Kane 
Hester scored the winner, to 
make it 1-2, with a minute to 
play. The late heartbreak acted 
as revenge in some way as Alloa 
had scored on the 90th minute 
in the September fixture. Ali 
Shrive and Kane Hester scored 
for the hosts, as well as Morgynn 
Neill’s first half header for the 
visitors. With seconds on the 
clock, young Alloa striker, Luke 
Rankin, found the back of the 
net to take a point back down 
the road.
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COLLECTOR’S 
CORNER

ANDY LOCKE

Following the recent trip to 
the Stirling Programme Fair, 
Collectors’ Corner was back on 
the road again—this time to visit 
a wee gem of a place: the Alloa 
Athletic Football Memorabilia 
Exhibition Museum. Tucked 
away in an industrial estate 
next to the UG Glassworks, I 
discovered this Aladdin’s Cave of 
football history.

On entering the museum, I 
was immediately dazzled by the 

bright gold of all things Alloa 
FC. Every wall was adorned 
with a feast of souvenirs—flags, 
photographs, match tickets, 
programmes, and countless 
mementos.

I was met with a warm wel-
come by John Glencross, Alloa 
FC Historian, accompanied by a 
couple of museum volunteers. 
All of them proved to have 
extensive knowledge of Scottish 
football, as well as their own 

team.

Over mugs of tea and sau-
sage rolls, John explained that 
the museum—open now for 
exactly a year—had been his 
lifelong dream. A devoted Alloa 
Athletic fan since childhood, 
John had always collected 
football memorabilia. When his 
wife’s complaints increased over 
the years as their family home 
became overrun, John finally 
took the decision to make his 
dream a reality. The museum 
officially opened on March 29th, 
2024.

The project has attracted 
considerable interest, both 
locally and nationally. Shortly 
before my visit, BBC’s View from 
the Terrace paid a visit, and 
the museum was featured in a 
recent episode.

Naturally, conversation 
turned to the Diamonds’ links 
with Alloa. John challenged me 
to name the number of players 
who had played for both clubs 
during their careers. I had no 
idea—but John immediately 
handed me a prepared list con-
taining no fewer than 71 names. 
Can anyone out there beat that? 
He spoke fondly of many of 
them, from Willie McCulloch to 
the ever-present Bryan Prunty.

I had brought with me a copy 
of an Airdrie-produced video 
called 2 in a Row, featuring the 
Diamonds’ consecutive Chal-
lenge Cup wins—against Living-
ston in 2000, and then against 
Alloa the following season. 
Credit to John, who sat through 
the highlights of Airdrie’s win 
over his club, still waiting for 
Terry Christie to bring on Willie 
Irvine (which, of course, didn’t 
happen). He did, however, 
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complain that an Alloa shot that 
cannoned off the bar had been 
excluded—but I explained that it 
was the editor’s prerogative! For 
the record, Airdrie’s goals came 
from Mark Roberts and Owen 
Coyle, while Alloa’s goal came 
from ex-Diamond Gareth Evans.

In addition to establishing 
the museum, John is a prolific 
writer. He has now written—if I 
counted correctly—nine books 
about his beloved team, includ-
ing one to commemorate the 
25th anniversary of Alloa lifting 
the Challenge Cup after beating 
Inverness in 1999 at our own 
home ground, New Broomfield.

My fondest memory of 
tussles at Recreation Park 
will always be our 1–0 victory 
over Alloa in the second-last 
game of the 2003/04 season. 
An otherwise unremarkable 
fixture for the team in gold and 
black, it proved decisive for the 
Diamonds, who went on to gain 
promotion from Division Two. 
I remember my grandson per-
suading me it was okay to run 
onto the pitch after the game!

John also spoke fondly of 
his prized possession: his John 
White collection, which includes 
an autographed photograph 
of the late, great player. White, 
whose life was tragically cut 
short in an accident, began his 
senior career with Alloa in the 
1956–57 season before moving 
to Tottenham, after a brief spell 
at Falkirk. He earned 22 caps 
for Scotland before his untimely 
death in 1964 at the age of just 
27.

Sadly, time was against 
us—and due to domestic duties 
(namely, walking my dog!) I had 
to leave earlier than I wanted. 
But that only means there’s 
more to see next time. Before 
I left, John kindly gifted me 

some mementos: complimen-
tary ticket stubs from the old 
Broomfield stand and even an 
autograph from former Airdrie 
manager Jackie Stewart.

Congratulations to John for 
realising his dream. I would 
encourage all Diamonds fans 
to take a trip to Alloa to visit the 
museum. It’s well worth it—and 
you’ll be warmly welcomed by 
John and his team. Entry is free, 

and opening times are Fridays 
and Saturdays, 11 am to 2 pm. 
(You can call 07877 530314 for 
more information.)

Big thanks to John for his 
time, hospitality, and encyclo-
pedic knowledge. I’m looking 
forward to a return trip.

Andy Locke 
Broomfield Bulletin

1. OWEN STIRTON HAS BEEN ON FIRE SINCE HIS ARRIVAL AT 
LINKS PARK. HOW MANY GOALS HAS HE SCORED IN HIS 13 AP-
PEARANCES?
2. THE PFA TEAM OF THE YEAR IS SELECTED BY THE PLAYERS 
ACROSS THE LEAGUE EVERY YEAR. ONLY FOUR ALLOA PLAYERS 
HAVE BEEN NAMED TWICE TO THE TEAM - CAN YOU NAME THEM 
ALL?
3. WHICH NIGERIAN INTERNATIONAL NATHANIEL NWOSU  
CAPPED IN 2022  PLAYS FOR WHICH SCOTTISH TEAM?
4. IN THE RECENT TOTTENHAM - NOTTM FOREST GAME VAR 
WAS OUT OF USE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE - CAN YOU GUESS 
WHY?
5. RANGERS WERE THE LAST REPRESENTATIVE IN EUROPEAN  
FOOTBALL THIS YEAR. THEY’RE NOW RANKED 25TH IN THE CO-
EFFICIENT RANKINGS. WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME THEY RANKED 
SO HIGHLY?

ANSWERS PAGE 31

HALF TIME QUIZ
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There was a reduced 
programme of matches in 
The Premier Division, due to 
Scotland’s World Cup qualifying 
fixture v Portugal, the following 
mid-week. Thus, matters were 
largely unchanged at both ends 
of the table. As leaders Rangers 
still held a ten-point lead, and 
as such, only required one point 
from their remaining three 
games, to be crowned Cham-
pions of Scotland for the fifth 
successive year. Then came Ab-
erdeen, Celtic, Dundee United 
& Hearts, while Falkirk propped 
up the table, and Airdrie lay just 
one place above them. And as 
The Diamonds and The Bairns 
trailed safety by three and four 

points respectively, and with just 
three games left to play, their 
survival chances were looking 
slim. But Motherwell edged a 
step closer to safety, as they 
moved up one place to ninth 
after a 0-0 draw at St. Johnstone, 
in the division’s only game.

Runaway First Division Cham-
pions Raith made fourteen 
league games unbeaten, after 
they hammered their doomed 
local rivals Cowdenbeath by 4-1 
at Starks Park. One of Rovers 
other near-neighbours, Dun-
fermline, moved into second 
spot thanks to a 1-0 win at rele-
gation-haunted Meadowbank, 
The Pars displaced Kilmarnock, 

whose own promotion ambi-
tions suffered a setback after 
they lost a crucial clash at an-
other of the challengers, St. Mir-
ren, Killie slipping one place to 
third. St. Mirren’s win kept them 
handily placed in fourth posi-
tion, while fifth-placed Hamilton 
Accies were 2-1 home winners 
v Morton. Luckless bottom club 
Cowdenbeath’s fate had long 
been sealed, and battle to avoid 
the second relegation place 
now appeared to be a straight 
fight between Meadowbank 
and Stirling Albion. And Thistle’s 
defeat kept them in second-bot-
tom spot, though only on goal 
difference from third-bottom 
Stirling Albion, whose own rele-

LOOKING BACK

ANDREW COCKBURN
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1. 8 GOALS - JUST THREE BEHIND TOP SCORER BLAIR LYONS, WHO’S PLAYED 39 GAMES THIS 
YEAR.

2. RYAN MCCORD 2011-12,12-13 - NEIL PARRY 2016,17 - ANDY GRAHAM, 2016-17, 2018-19 - 
SCOTT TAGGART 2017-18 AND NOW 2024-25.

3. TAYPORT  IN THE MIDLANDS LEAGUE (THE SIXTH TIER OF SCOTTISH FOOTBALL)

4. DUE TO A FIRE ALARM AT THE VAR HUB AT STOCKLEY PARK THE REFEREE’S OPERATING THE 
VAR SYSTEM FOR THE PREMIER LEAGUE HAD TO EVACUATE

5.HIGHEST COEFFICENT RANKING SINCE 2008 - WHEN THE MADE IT TO THE UEFA CUP FINAL. 
IF THEY’D HAVE MANAGED A DRAW AGAINST BILBAO IN THE SECOND LEG THEY’D HAVE ROSE 
T0 24TH  - THEY’VE NOT BEEN RANKED AS HIGHLY SINCE 1994.

QUIZ ANSWERS

gation worries continued in the 
shape of a 2-3 home reverse v 
Clydebank.

The Second Division promo-
tion battle was still undecided 
but now appeared to be a 
three-horse race. Leaders Clyde 
moved three points clear, de-
spite being held 1-1 at home by 
another of the front-runners, 
Alloa, for whom Mike Hendry 
was on target. And The Wasps 
had lined up at Recreation Park 
as follows: Jim Butter, Lawrence 
Crombie, Neil Bennett, Davie 
Wilcox, Keith McCulloch, Colin 
Campbell, John Gibson (Gavin 
Tait), Stevie Ramsay, Mike 
Hendry (Stevie McCormick), 
Barrie Moffat, Neil McAvoy. 
Lawrence Crombie had been 
signed from Lochend Football 
Academy in Edinburgh, he was 
to make 21 appearances for 
“The Wasps” and scored one 
goal v. East Stirlingshire at Firs 
Park in 2-0 victory. Wherever he 
played he was often barracked 
by many away supporters 
due to his father being Bill 
Crombie who had been a highly 
respected referee for over 29 
years before retiring due to leg 
and back injuries. Bill, most fa-
mously was the referee at Dens 
Park on 8th May 1986 when 

Hearts only needed a point to 
be Premier League Champions, 
however Bill Crombie turned 
down the Hearts supporters 
cry for a penalty when Sandy 
Clark was fouled in the box and 
with only eight minutes left 
Albert Kidd scored two goals 
for Dundee to end Hearts title 
hoped on goal difference with 
Celtic having won 5-0 at Paisley 
against St. Mirren.  Brechin, 
despite a 0-1 home reverse v 
local rivals and fellow chal-
lengers Forfar, still retained 
second spot, while third-placed 
Stranraer maintained their 
own promotion bid with a 4-1 
win at sixth-placed Arbroath, a 
result which finally ended The 
Red Lichties own promotion 
bid. Forfar’s point kept them 
in fourth place, though their 
own promotion challenge now 
appeared all but over, while the 
same was true of fifth-placed 
Alloa. Today’s visitors Montrose 
experienced a disappointing 
1992-93 league campaign, and 
The Gable Endies remained in 
twelfth place after 0-0 draw at 
East Fife. While bottom club 
Albion Rovers suffered a third 
straight defeat, this time by 0-2 
at home v Stenhousemuir.

 

Down in England, there were 
no games in The Premier 
League, because of England’s 
World Cup qualifying clash v 
Holland at Wembley, four days 
hence. So it was as-you-were re 
the most important positions, 
with Manchester United four 
points clear at the top, and 
needing just one win from their 
final two games, to take the 
first-ever Premier League title/
to be crowned Champions of 
England for the first time since 
1967. Aston Villa, Norwich 
and Blackburn remained 
immediately behind United, 
while Middlesbrough occupied 
bottom spot. 

Portsmouth’s 2-0 home win 
v Wolves saw them take over 
leadership of The First Division, 
in place of game less Newcas-
tle, who dropped to second. 
But The Magpies had the 
chance to reclaim top spot the 
following day, when they host-
ed their relegation-threatened 
Northeast rivals Sunderland. 
Third-placed West Ham main-
tained their own promotion 
push, with a 2-1 home win v 
the Bristol Rovers’ bottom club, 
a result which condemned The 
Pirates to the drop.
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FANS VIEW

With just two games 
remaining, Alloa are right 
in the mix for making the 
playoffs. Wins in the final 
two matches will very likely 
see the Wasps advance into 
the two-legged knockout 
competition ahead of either 
Queen of the South or Sten-
housemuir, despite currently 
sitting fifth.

While that’s relatively 
straightforward, historically, 
after the final home game of 
the regular season (today!), 
the Player of the Year is 
presented to the squad by 

the directors — and later by 
the fans. It’s struck me as an 
incredibly hard year to pick 
a Player of the Year. It might 
even need to be rescinded 
and re-awarded depending 
on whether the Wasps can 
mastermind another heroic 
playoff campaign and who 
steps up when it matters. 
But I’ve been thinking about 
who I could make a case for 
as Alloa Athletic’s Player of 
the Year.

First up is the man who’s 
appeared most this season 
— in fact, by my count, he’s 

only missed one game — 
captain Scott Taggart. He’s 
been voted into the PFA 
Team of the Year by fellow 
professionals, showing 
his continued high level 
of performance. He’s the 
team’s designated penalty 
taker and has missed just 
once from the spot this 
season. He’s contributed 
six goals from defence, 
including those penalties. It’s 
been another standout year 
personally for Taggart, as he 
became just the fourth play-
er since WWII to make more 
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than 350 appearances for 
the club.

But as a unit, Alloa have 
conceded 44 goals so far. 
Only three teams have con-
ceded more: Montrose (45), 
Annan (61), and Dumbarton 
(63). Defensively, it doesn’t 
feel like a standout year — 
despite Arbroath, as league 
winners, conceding 38 
(though they didn’t help my 
point by shipping five to An-
nan last week after clinching 
the title against Stenny).

Still, you could argue that 
without PJ Morrison, Alloa 
would’ve been on the hook 
for many more goals. He’s 
kept 10 League One clean 
sheets this season, with 

countless crucial contribu-
tions that have kept us in 
games. There have been 
very few occasions where 
you could point the finger at 
the goalkeeper for dropped 
points. He’s given us a 
solid foundation — and if 
we make the playoffs (and 
maybe even win promo-
tion), PJ Morrison will have 
been a massive factor in 
that success.

Only two teams have 
outscored the Wasps this 
season — unsurprisingly, 
it’s the top two: Arbroath 
(57) and full-time Cove 
Rangers (56). Alloa have 
notched 52 goals. It’s been 
the best goalscoring season 
of Luke Donnelly’s career, 
with 11 goals to his name. 

He’s made 38 appearances, 
including 31 starts. When 
he’s on form and fully fit, 
he’s a magnificent football-
er. But the one criticism 
might be that, when Alloa 
aren’t finding him with 
passes, his defensive con-
tributions can lack bite, and 
he sometimes looks out 
of place. Still, while this list 
isn’t in any particular order, 
my personal vote goes to PJ 
Morrison — and Donnelly is 
a very close second.

Speaking of goalscorers, 
Donnelly isn’t the only 
one to hit double digits 
this year. Luke Rankin has 
stepped into a regular role 
and scored 11 goals in 33 
appearances, giving him 
the best goals-per-game 



32

ratio at the club. It’s been a 
strong development year 
for the youngster, who im-
pressed during his loan at 
East Stirlingshire last season 
by finishing as top scorer 
in the Lowland League. It’s 
been a tough campaign 
for strikers in general — 
defences have reigned 
supreme — and Rankin 
doesn’t quite offer the same 
hold-up play as his more 
experienced peers. But he’s 
found the net more than 
anyone else, and, as the 
cliché goes, that’s the hard-
est thing in football. If we 
keep him over the summer 
and he continues to round 
out his game, he’ll be an 
excellent striker for years to 
come. Still, it feels just a bit 
too early for him to claim 
Player of the Year.

Stefan Scougall also 
falls into the category of 
“best-ever goalscoring sea-
son” — seven goals so far, 
bringing him to 42 career 
league goals. A common 
criticism of Scougall has 
been a lack of end product, 
but that’s a respectable tally 
for a midfielder, especially 
considering he’s often been 
used in a holding role. At 32, 
he’s been overlooked for 
the Team of the Year but 
arguably can outperform 
many of this year’s nomi-
nees. On muddy pitches, 
he’s often looked like 
he’s gliding on a different 
surface altogether — a joy 
to watch at his best. But has 
he produced enough magic 
moments this season to 
earn the award? Not quite 
for me — though I’d give 

him a podium finish ahead 
of Scott Taggart.

Cameron O’Donnell 
has been an integral part 
of the side, making more 
appearances this season 
than in any other in his 
career. He’s tallied three 
league goals and five assists 
and is the designated taker 
for free kicks and corners. 
He’s capable of producing 
match-winning moments 
— like his stunning strike 
against Montrose from 25 
yards — and that might 
just earn him Goal of the 
Season. But for me, his per-
formances have been just 
a touch too inconsistent 
to merit the Player of the 
Year crown. He’s a strong 
contender for Young Player 
of the Year, though, if he 
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still qualifies as U23.
Steven Buchanan also 

deserves mention. He’s 
made 41 appearances in all 
competitions, and although 
we’re going back a bit, his 
performance against Partick 
Thistle’s Harry Milne — 
where he absolutely ran the 
show — remains a season 
highlight. He’s scored twice 
and registered four assists, 
though that seems low for 
someone with Buchanan’s 
pace. Still, it’s his first 
season as a true first-choice 
player, having previously 
been a bit-part option. If 
he can develop a bit more 

nuance in his dribbling and 
consistently put defenders 
on the back foot, he’ll be 
a terrific asset for years to 
come.

Unfortunately, I think the 
loanees — Charlie Dewar, 
Magnus Mackenzie, and 
Josh Gentles — are just a 
bit too early in their Alloa 
journeys to be serious con-
tenders. Dewar, especially, 
could’ve been a mainstay 
had he arrived in August. 
Mackenzie has been a 
strong outlet in his limited 
appearances, and Gentles is 

a literal menace to defend-
ers with his dribbling. With 
more time and a bigger 
sample size, I think we’ll see 
even more from all three.

So, who’s your Player 
of the Season? Hopefully, 
you’ve taken part in the 
fan vote — and if you’ve 
got tickets (available from 
the club shop today) join 
the players at Alba at the 
Claremont Lodge to join the 
players as the fans present 
their awards and celebrate 
another memorable season 
for Alloa Athletic.
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