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9 Coalgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire, FK10 1EH   
bookings@baraldos.uk    

01259 729 243

RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259215643

We collect and deliver

Official laundry partners of 
Alloa Athletic FC 

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753
woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team 
every success for the coming season! 

Bedford Place, 
Church Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259 216586

• Brakes
• Parts & spares
• Accessories

• Batteries
• Exhausts
• Tyres
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vGOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

ANDY GRAHAM
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS
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A WORD FROM THE 
MANAGER

ANDY GRAHAM

I’d like to extend a warm 
welcome to Michael Tisder, 
Kevin McDonald and the rest 
of the staff at Kelty to the 
Indodrill today. 

Last week’s game at Mon-
trose was certainly the most 
entertaining of the season 
so far. We were disappoint-
ed to lose the game but los-
ing with a performance full 
of grit, character and some 
great attacking play is easier 
to accept. If PJ had scored 
at the end the game really 
would have had it all. 

I’d like to thank all the 
supporters who made the 
journey to links park, it was a 
large and vocal support and I 
know the players appreciate 

the backing. 
A big congratulations to 

Taylor Steven on winning 
player of the month for 
February. Taylor has scored 
and set up some big goals 
but just as pleasing to see is 
how hard he has worked in 
those games. I’m sure Taylor 
would be first to acknowl-
edge the contribution his 
team mates have also made 
in February and the full 
squad deserve the recogni-
tion. 

When these awards are 
given out it is always a team 
effort. Niall Marshall, Paddy 
Connelly and Rab Glen de-
serve as much credit as me 
as does everyone else that 

puts in a great deal of effort 
behind the scenes to make 
Alloa as good a place to work 
as it can be and Pat, Carol, 
Robert and Joyce who’ve 
been a continued support 
for me settling into this new 
role. A special mention as 
well to the medical team 
Scott Anderson and Allan 
White who have came in 
mid season which is never 
easy but have been great 
additions.  
 
I’d also like to wish our 
commentator and media 
volunteer Kieren Mooney all 
the best as he embarks on a 
new career opportunity in a 
marketing role with South-
ampton FC. Hopefully he can 
persuade Ross Stewart to 
make his Alloa return! Best 
wishes with it all Kieren.

As we now enter the last 
quarter it’s down to us as a 
collective to try and achieve 
the goal of getting into the 
playoffs. To do it the players 
will need to show the to-
getherness and quality that 
they have  shown in the past 
few months to give  us  the 
opportunity to finish in the 
top 4. 

As always we appreciate 
your support and backing 
and it will be needed over 
the final quarter. 
Enjoy the game, 
Andy

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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Hamilton & Brydie Ltd.
Roughcast Chipping Specialists

Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over 
Scotland

Unit 1 Block 6, Bond Street, Dumyat Busi-
ness Park, Tullibody, FK102P6

tel:01259722896 Fax: 01259216217
email: sales@hamiltonbrydie.co.uk

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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NEWSDESK

JOHN GLENCROSS

Welcome back to the Indodrill 
Stadium as we welcome Kelty 
Hearts FC for our third encoun-
ter of this season, welcome to 
their manager Michael Tidser, 
the players, officials, and di-
rectors of Kelty Hearts FC. The 
Wasps run of five consecutive 
victories, came to an end last 
Saturday at Links Park, Mon-
trose, where we were on the 
wrong end of a seven-goal thrill-
er. As one run ends, we look to 
start another winning sequence 
of games starting today against 
Kelty Hearts who will be looking 
to bounce back after a 5-0 heavy 
defeat last week at New Central 
Park against Hamilton Accies. 
Our Cinch League One game 
against Kelty Hearts which was 

postponed on Saturday 30th 
December,2023, has now been 
rearranged for Tuesday 19th 
March 2024, Kick-Off 7.45pm at 
New Central Park, Kelty.

Stuart Latham & I have once 
again teamed up to write our 
third book on Alloa Athletic FC, 
the next book is called “Alloa 
will always be Alloa”, it went to 
the printers at the beginning 
of this week, and we hope to 
have the first copies available 
in early April. The book on this 
occasion has been produced 
as a hard back and will retail 
at £ 22.99, although it will be 
discounted if bought through 
the club. The book has over 300 
pages of interesting snippets on 

people past and present at the 
club. All orders placed through 
the club or directly by e mailing 
myself, John Glencross, e mail 
jgxalloafc@aol.com will allow 
the profits from the sales to go 
to the club.

Our next Football Memories 
meeting will take place on 
Monday 11th March, 2024 at 
the Indodrill Stadium, starting 
at 11.30 – 1.00 O’clock, last 
Monday’s event was very well 
attended with 30 people coming 
along and meeting and hearing 
former Alloa Athletic player and 
manager Alex Totten. The guest 
speaker on this occasion on 
Monday will be ex Alloa Athletic 
FC Player, Manager & Coach, 
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legend from the 1921-22 side 
Alex “Sandy” Cochrane, who 
played alongside Willie Crilley. 
They had travelled up from East 
Anglia to visit the ground where 
“Sandy” had played all these 
year ago, albeit it is somewhat 
different to what they might 
have seen back in 1921-22. They 
also visited The Alloa Athletic 
Football exhibition which will be 
shortly officially opened, and I 
presented them with a framed 
picture of the 1921-22 team, 
with Sandy in the front row. The 
are very much Alloa Athletic FC 
supporters now and thanked 
the club for their hospitality. 
(Article on Sandy Cochrane also 
in programme).

Congratulations to Kurtis 
Roberts for being included in 
Week 26 Cinch SPFL Team of the 
Week, after the Hamilton Accies 
game, a game in which he also 
scored his first goal since joining 

Gregor Abel.

FOOTBALL FOR ALL – free 
recreational Girls & Women’s 
football, for Eight Weeks, For all 
ages. Starting from Friday 9th 
February 2024 every Friday 5.30 
– 6.30pm at Indodrill Stadium, 
Alloa. Free food after each 
session, for further information 
contact – jonny@waspscommu-
nityclub.com

Wasps 2000 Draw - Week 9 
2nd March 2024

£ 100 0098 D.MacPherson
£ 50 0716 E.Sullivan
£ 25 0094 H.Carmichael
£ 25 0129 C.Davids
£ 25 1368 J.Vekic

Visitors to the Indodrill 
Stadium earlier in the week 
were Kevin and his father David 
Banks, Great grandfather & 
Grandfather of an Alloa Athletic 

“The Wasps” in the summer.

Forthcoming football which 
will be Live on TV,

Sunday 24th March 2024 
Trust Trophy Final at Falkirk 
Stadium

The New Saints v. Airdrieonians 
Kick-Off 4.15pm Live on BBC 
Alba and S4C

Friday 29th March, 2024 cinch 
Championship

Ayr United v. Airdrie BBC Scot-
land 7.45pm

Saturday 30th March, 2024 
cinch League One
Montrose v. Falkirk BBC Alba 
7.45pm

Saturday 6th April, 2024 Cinch 
League One
Falkirk v. Cove Rangers BBC Alba 
5.30pm
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ALLOA’S PERFECT 
FEBRUARY

JONATHAN MARKWELL

Seldom in football does 
everything go right for your 
club, so when it does it needs to 
be recognised and celebrated. 
The Wasps enjoyed a perfect 
February, with five successive 
league victories catapulting the 
club from 6th in the table at the 
beginning of the month up to 
3rd by the end of February.

The month began with an 
away victory at Annan, which in 
reality was more comfortable 
than the final 3-2 scoreline 
suggested, with the Wasps good 
value for the three points on the 
day. That was followed up by 
three home wins in a week, with 
Stirling deservedly defeated by 
a stunning Taylor Steven strike, 
Annan were seen off again 
thanks to a late Conor Sammon 
winner in a match which could 
have gone either way in the 

second half, and the Wasps 
then clinically dispatched Cove 
Rangers 4-1 in a game which 
was far closer than the scoreline 
suggested. The month finished 
with Alloa eking out very last 
drop of effort and capitalising 
on some Hamilton fragility to 
make it a maximum fifteen 
points from five matches.

To put that excellent se-
quence of victories into context, 
it was the first time since 2012 
that Alloa had won five league 
games on the bounce. That 
came when the Wasps were on 
the march towards the Third 
Division title under rookie man-
ager Paul Hartley, when seven 
successive victories from the 
end of February (beginning with 
Darren Young’s first goal for the 
club in a narrow 1-0 win over 
Clyde) and culminating in the 

championship being secured 
(with four games to spare) in 
the early April 8-1 demolition 
of Elgin at the Recs. The Wasps 
have of course won five suc-
cessive games more recently 
when cup competitions are also 
factored into the equation. This 
most recently occurred between 
October and November 2017, as 
Jim Goodwin’s Wasps got back 
on track after an indifferent first 
quarter, acting as a springboard 
for eventual promotion that 
season. It would also be remiss 
not to mention the glorious club 
record (SFL era) ten succes-
sive victories which began the 
2016/17 season under Jack Ross, 
when Alloa turned into prime 
Barcelona for two months, 
although six of those wins were 
in cup games.

You have to go back even 
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further in time since Alloa won 
five consecutive league games at 
the third tier level of the game. 
That last occurred almost twenty 
years ago, back in the 2004/05 
season under Tom Hendrie, as 
part of a seven game winning 
streak in all competitions. That 
run included the pre-Christmas 
comeback win versus Arbroath 
(recovering from being 2-0 
down in the 67th minute to 
win 4-2 thanks to goals from 
Chris Townsley, a double from 
defensive partner Michael 
Bolochoweckyj and one from 
all-action midfielder Brown 
Ferguson), a new year 3-2 win at 
Brechin (which I vividly remem-
ber following from afar whilst 
travelling back on the train from 
Ipswich to university in Cardiff 
– when arriving at Liverpool 
Street the Wasps were losing 
2-1, but after emerging from 
the depths of the underground 
at Paddington, Alloa had won 
3-2 thanks to a Ross Hamilton 
equaliser and a late Michael 
Bolochoweckyj winner – eu-
phoria!) and then smashing Ayr 
5-1 and Dumbarton 4-2 (having 
been 4-0 up after 24 minutes) on 
successive January afternoons at 
the Recs. Hendrie’s run of wins 
at the beginning of 2005 actually 
mirrored a run of five successive 
wins at the beginning of 2004 
too, as the Wasps bounced back 
from the humiliation of a 5-3 
cup reverse at Spartans to ease 
relegation fears in the league. 
That run included four weeks of 
victories with clean sheets (3-0 
v Dumbarton, featuring Michael 
Daly’s debut goal and madcap 
shirt swinging celebrations, 
1-0 at East Fife and 4-0 home 
successes against Forfar and 
Arbroath).

Returning to the present day, 
there have been some pleasing 
features of Alloa’s latest winning 
run. Two of Alloa’s loan signings 

have undoubtedly been drawing 
plaudits for their goalscoring 
form. Taylor Steven’s four goals 
and two assists saw him add 
numbers to the promise he 
showed during the first half of 
the season. The fact two of those 
strikes were match-winners, 
together with the sheer aesthetic 
quality of delightfully curling 
home two goals from outside the 
box into the far corner of the net, 
meant Steven was very much the 
man of the moment in February. 
For me,

Steven’s all-round play has 
been sensational too, with his 
confidence evidently sky high, 
showcasing pace, trickery and a 
variety of dribbling styles cutting 
inside and out to make him a key 
weapon in Alloa’s dynamic front-
line. His off-the-ball play has 
also been sharpened too, with 
his commitment to the cause 
particularly evident in winning 
back possession and starting 
moments of transition. By the 
time you read this the divisional 
player of the month will be likely 
to have been announced and I 
would be surprised if Taylor isn’t 
the recipient in light of his recent 
heroics.

In any normal month Bobby 
Wales’s 4 goals in 5 games would 
be drawing the spotlight towards 
the Kilmarnock loanee too, with 
his return to the Wasps at the 
end of the January transfer win-
dow being a potentially pivotal 
moment in Alloa’s prospects this 
season. An early double at Annan 
and coming close to making it a 
hat-trick got him back amongst 
the goals, which he followed up 
with a simple strike in the return 
fixture versus Annan and then 
coolly finished a 1v1 chance ver-
sus Cove too to make it 4 goals in 
4 games, or 7 in his last 8 if you 
prefer. But Bobby is much more 
than just a goalscorer, with his 
all round game already looking 
highly promising for an 18 year 
old, full of delightful first touches 
to turn defenders and get the 
Wasps on the front foot, his 
considerable skill in tight spaces, 
keen running and a variety of 
finishes being a joy to behold for 
Alloa fans. Whisper it quietly, but 
Alloa have been spoilt with the 
calibre of loan strikers in the past 
decade or so, with Wales having 
all the attributes to hopefully em-
ulate some of his predecessors.

Credit is also due in no small 
part to manager Andy Graham, 
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who has had the faith to trust a 
largely youthful front-line, with 
Ethan Sutherland (17) joining 
Wales (18) and Steven (19), as 
well as Steven Buchanan and 
Quinn Coulson too (both 20). 
Andy’s only in the infancy of 
his managerial career, but the 
early signs are highly promising, 
with his Alloa side having some 
of the hallmarks Andy demon-
strated with such distinction as 
a player, with a will to win like 
no other, but doing things with 
a bit of style too. It’s clear for 
all to see that he has his squad 
fully focused and buying into his 
methods.

Nowhere is this better 
seen in goals being scored by 
substitutes. During February, 
the match-winning strikes by 
both Conor Sammon and Jon 
Robertson came after they were 
introduced from the bench, 
with that taking the total goals 
scored by subs this season up 
to eight. For me, that reflects 
well on the culture in the squad, 
with everyone fully commit-
ted to the team, ready to play 
whenever they are required and 
really demonstrates that the 

subs are engaged in the process, 
understand their roles in the 
system and make telling impacts 
at important stages of games 
when they enter the fray. The 
fact that this happened last sea-
son too (twelve goals from subs) 
means it has happened for a 
good period of time and reflects 
well on the ethos of the club as a 
whole. The end of February saw 
Graham complete his first 12 
league games as Alloa manager, 
which is the same number of 
games as Brian Rice took charge 
of before departing for Living-
ston this season. Rice picked up 
fourteen points in that dozen 
games, whereas Andy amassed 
twenty-four, thereby averaging 
two points a game, which is an 
excellent return. That included 
a win-rate of 58%, or 83% if you 
measure it by the Derek Adams 
metric of win&draws rate!

Of course last weekend that 
winning run came to an end 
at Montrose, but Andy spoke 
well after the match (as he 
consistently has so far) about 
how impressed he was with the 
players’ performance having 
been reduced to ten men with 

a third of the game to play. It is 
often said that you learn more 
about your players in times of 
adversity or defeat. I was hugely 
encouraged by the way the 
Wasps continued to take the 
game to Montrose despite the 
numerical disadvantage and 
the almost swashbuckling style 
Alloa attacked with would have 
pleased Graham no doubt. That 
defeat occurred in March, so 
hopefully by the time you read 
this Andy may have picked up 
the divisional manager of the 
month award? His only compet-
itor from my viewpoint was John 
McGlynn, who also enjoyed a 
100% win rate, but given Falkirk’s 
month comprised three league 
games to Alloa’s five, surely Andy 
did enough to get the nod?!

A final reflection on Alloa’s 
February is given to the unlikely 
goalscorers in the satisfying 
victory at Hamilton. Kurtis 
Roberts’ first goal for the Wasps 
was long overdue, but it was 
worth the wait with his exquisite 
slaloming away from the Accies 
midfield before firing home from 
distance a moment of pure joy. 
Roberts himself clearly enjoyed 
it, although his competition with 
Taylor Steven for quirkiest goal 
celebration was not something 
I was hoping or expecting to be 
discussing! Those scenes were 
then eclipsed with Jon Robert-
son’s late winner, marking his 
first goal for almost seven years 
(2,479 days to be precise!), in 
which time Robbo had gone an 
incredible 214 appearances with-
out finding the net. After nine 
months out and in just his third 
appearance of the season, it was 
delightful to see Jon contribute to 
Alloa’s victory in the best possible 
way.

Hopefully in the coming 
months there are a few more 
winning streaks just like the 
Wasps experienced in February.
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IF YOU DON'T HAVE A GOAL, 
HOW CAN YOU SCORE?

.UK

AUDIT+BUSINESS ADVISORY+TAX+CORPORATE FINANCE
+VIRTUAL FINANCE+WEALTH+HR+PAYROLL
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DONALD POLLOCK

“ALLOA INVADED” 
was the headline in the 
Evening News as derby day 
approached in the Wee 
County. 1923/24 had been 
a season to forget for the 
Wasps as dreams of an 
immediate return to the 
top flight were dashed by a 
desperately poor start to the 
season. A fine run in Novem-
ber had brought renewed 
hope only for Alloa to fall 
back into their inconsistent 
ways. There had been a 
tonic in early February when 
the Wasps held Hibs 1-1 in 

Leith in the Scottish Cup, 
only to be thumped 5-0 back 
at the Recs in the replay. 
Alloa seemed to suffer an 
extended hangover after 
that defeat, subsequently 
drawing 0-0 with Bo’ness 
before losing 5-0 at Dum-
barton and 2-0 at Forfar. 
By the time King’s Park of 
Stirling arrived at the Recs 
on March 1st 1924, the 
Wasps were without a win 
in five and without a goal in 
four. Alloa fans could only 
hope that the visit of their 
old rivals from Stirling would 

once more inspire the team 
to raise their game. While 
King’s Park were having a 
much better season and 
were still in with an outside 
chance of grabbing the 
second promotion place, 
the two previous games 
between the sides had been 
close, Alloa winning 2-1 at 
the Recs in the Stirlingshire 
Cup and King’s Park squeez-
ing home 1-0 at Forthbank 
in the league. “King’s Park 
proceed to Alloa. It should 
be a strenuous contest, with 

REFEREE RAGE AND 
HEADRICK’S BAD DAY
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excitement ruling outside 
and inside the ropes, as 
the rivalry between the two 
clubs is of long standing”, 
continued the Evening 
News. Up to 2000 visiting 
fans were expected with 
special trains and buses laid 
on, and with King’s Park now 
four points off second, albe-
it with a game in hand, the 
Stirling men really needed 
to win. For Alloa the chance 
to deal a blow to the hopes 
of King’s Park was all the 
motivation required. “The 
towns are only six miles 
apart and for nearly half 
a century there has been 
much rivalry between them 
in sport, and particularly 
football”, noted the Dundee 
Courier in their preview. 
“This season the Stirling club 
has much the better league 
record, but that will have no 
effect on tomorrow’s result, 
as when these teams meet 
anything might happen”. Or 
so Alloa hoped at least.

A crowd of over 4,000 
was present when the sides 
took to the field but after 
the big build up they saw 
something of a damp squib. 
There was an early blow 
for Alloa when Morris was 
knocked out and carried 
from the field. During his 
absence the Stirling men 
took control and Lamond 
turned the ball into the net 
“after a series of miskicks in 
the Alloa defence”. Morris 
returned – perhaps after a 
dose of smelling salts – and 
took up position at outside 
left despite being “incapac-
itated”. King’s Park failed 

to find the decisive second 
goal however, leaving the 
door open for Alloa. Veteran 
winger Jock Stirling carved 
open the visitors and sent in 
“a beauty of a cross” only for 
the Alloa strikers to miss an 
open goal. There was still one 
more chance to come and the 
hero in black and gold was 
Jock Coutts, a former Wasp 
who had just been brought 
back to the club and who had 
moved into centre-half after 
the injury to Morris. Coutts 
belted in a free kick from 30 
yards that evaded the visiting 
keeper and saved an unlikely 
point for Alloa. The papers felt 
the King’s Park goalie should 
have saved the effort from 
Coutts and that the game 
itself hadn’t fulfilled expecta-
tions. For Alloa it stopped the 
rot, repelled the invasion from 
Stirling and denied the pro-
motion chasing neighbours 
a crucial point in the process; 
that wasn’t a bad day’s work.

Next up was another local 
game as the Wasps prepared 
to make the journey to West 
Fife to take on Cowdenbeath. 
The Miners were sitting 
in second but a surprise 
defeat against Forfar while 
Alloa were holding King’s 
Park had seen their cushion 
over the Stirling men and 
Stenhousemuir cut to three 
points, with Bathgate and 
Albion Rovers just behind. 
In short, Cowden needed to 
win. Morris was fit to resume 
at centre-half with Coutts 
and Gilmour beside him and 
Quinn re-appearing in attack. 
It was the Alloa defence of 
Somerville and the returning 

McGregor who were busiest 
though as Cowdenbeath 
went in search of the points. 
Crawford made two saves 
at point blank range as Alloa 
tried to hold on but disaster 
struck before the break when 
an unnamed Wasps defender 
miskicked a clearance into his 
own net. Alloa improved in 
the second-half with Ross and 
Connaboy impressing on the 
flanks but they drew a blank 
in front of goal with the game 
ending 1-0 for Cowden.

There was better news 
for another Wasp for Arthur 
McInally was finally back in 
action. The midfielder had 
rejected a new deal at the end 
of the First Division campaign 
but had subsequently be-
come embroiled in a dispute 
over a proposed transfer to 
either Hamilton or Clyde. The 
SFA had stepped in to ban 
McInally – surely a draconian 
measure – with the player 
stuck in limbo and Alloa left 
in possession of cheques 
from Accies and the Bully 
Wee that they couldn’t cash. A 
deal had now been struck to 
allow McInally to go on loan 
to Clyde with Alloa to receive 
£200 if the transfer was made 
permanent in the summer. It 
wasn’t the ideal solution but 
at least McInally was back on 
the field.

Next up for the Wasps was 
another derby with Sten-
housemuir set to visit the 
Recs. By the time that game 
came around however, atten-
tion had very much switched 
away from football. More in 
the next edition of The Wasp.
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A FAN’S VIEW
Last month we rounded off 

February with a home game 
against Cove Rangers and a trip 
to Hamilton.

Cove Rangers have been 
the only team that Alloa have 
managed maximum points 
against this season and despite 
tired legs after the midweek win 
against Annan the Wasps would 
again come out on top against 
the Aberdeenshire side. 

The visitors started the better 
of the two teams with Alloa 
absorbing pressure from Paul 
Hartley’s men but as the half 
progressed Alloa came more 
into it culminating in a penalty 
award before half time. Taylor 
Steven producing a strong run 
into the box and Mark Reynolds 
responding by scything him to 
ground before he could get a 

shot away. Captain Scott Taggart 
made no mistake and Alloa 
went in at the break ahead.

Bobby Wales would com-
pound Cove’s misery with Gil-
lingham’s heavy touch pounced 
on for the on-loan striker to run 
through and slot past Balint 
Demus.

Cove would make an im-
pact through substitute Kyle 
Connell’s headed goal after a 
pinpoint cross from Blair Yule 
but Alloa almost immediately hit 
back with Taylor Steven cutting 
in from the right and producing 
almost a carbon copy of his goal 
vs Stirling to curl home into the 
far corner and restore Alloa’s 
two goal lead. 

The St Johnstone winger 
would pop up again late with 

a drive home to set up Alloa’s 
biggest win of the season and 
not even David McKay’s harsh 
straight red could take the 
polish off a fine win over their 
playoff rivals.

Next up was a trip to 
Hamilton who were under 
renewed pressure after losing 
out to Falkirk. The first half 
was a gargantuan length with 
some lengthy stoppages due 
to a really nasty head knock 
between Kieran MacDonald and 
Miko Virtanen and then later 
between Virtanen and his own 
goalkeeper PJ Morrison. Neither 
midfielder survived the half in 
what is to my memory the first 
concussion subs I’ve seen used 
in an Alloa game. Hamilton were 
effectively the better team in 
that stop start period but the 
real action would kick off in the 
second half.

In what is undoubtedly a 
standout contender for goal 
of the season, Kurtis Roberts 
would skin two Hamilton players 
and strike a rocket from at least 
35 yards. His first goal for Alloa 
is a truly memorable one which 
also drew a interesting celebra-
tion with Kurtis doing his best 
bird impression. 

The Wasps were almost 
brought back to earth immedi-
ately though as another former 
striker, Euan Henderson popped 
up unmarked in the box to head 
expertly past Morrison and the 
game was finely balanced up 
until a late spark from the teams 
veterans. 

Conor Sammon flicked over 
a corner delivery on the edge 
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of the six yard box and lying 
unmarked at the back post - Jon 
Robertson would manage a 
rare goal! On closer viewing the 
midfielder had almost missed it 
with needing the post to help it 
on it’s way in and there was no 
pre-canned celebration for his 
first goal since 2017-18. Jon had 
looked like he couldn’t believe 
he’d put the ball in the back 
of the net but it was euphoric 
again for the Wasps who made 
it a perfect February.

Unfortunately every good run 
has to come to an end at some 
point and Montrose would be 
the team to finally inflict that 
loss on Alloa.

It went wrong from the 
beginning with some iffy de-
fending letting Blair Lyons waltz 
through 1v1 with PJ Morrison 
and nutmeg the goalkeeper on 
his way to the Montrose open-
er. After the slow start however 
Alloa would produce some of 
the finest attacking football that 
we’ve shown this season. Near 
constantly creating openings 
as the midfield buzzed about 
unopposed and it would take 
desperation on the line from 
Montrose and a bit of fortune 
from the woodwork to deny 
Alloa an equaliser but that luck 
would soon run out as Taggart 
drew a save from Gill and 
Taylor Steven rattled home the 
rebound low into the corner of 
the net.

Ethan Sutherland who had 
missed an open goal earlier 
then fancied his chances after 
shrugging off the Montrose de-
fence and firing a driven effort 
into the bottom right corner to 
get his first professional goal. It 
was no less than Alloa deserved 
in a scintillating half but again 
they could bemoan their 
defending with a late set piece. 

Sean Dillon was left unmarked as 
the delivery found him around 
the penalty spot and he found a 
solid contact and an unstoppable 
header to beat Morrison and level 
the score before half time.

The second half was another 
lackadaisical start from Alloa but 
they could have been helped with 
the referee missing an obvious 
foul on Bobby Wales in the 
buildup to Montrose third goal. 
As it was play continued to Alloa’s 
incredulity and Kane Hester 
found his way through the Alloa 
defence to slot the ball into the 
bottom corner. 

To make matters worse Alloa 
were reduced to 10 men with 
Kevin Cawley mouthing off to 
referee Duncan Williams after yet 
another decision went against the 
Wasps. The Alloa talisman was 
brandished the straight red and 
the job of continuing the winning 
run became that much harder. 

Despite the numbers disadvan-
tage the game quickly descended 
into what can only be described 
as a basketball game with both 
sides crafting one attack after an-
other. Alloa would eventually win 
a corner that Sutherland would 
float into the front post and with 
unreal technique, Bobby Wales 

backheel volleyed it beyond 
Gill in the Montrose goal for an 
equaliser!

Somehow things almost 
got even better with Sammon 
denied only by the bar and Alloa 
being denied by more last ditch 
Montrose defending.

Unfortunately at the other 
end the set pieces would again 
be a thorn in Alloa’s side with 
Devine giving away a foul from 
a desperate slide. Gardyne 
stepped up and floated it to Gra-
ham Webster to bundle home 
what would be the winner.

Alloa would pressure with 
another two expecially dangers 
crosses but not until goalkeeper 
PJ Morrison joined the attack did 
Alloa craft an end product. PJ’s 
first effort cleared off the line 
and the second stopped with 
a wall of bodies in the six yard 
box. PJ’s first header was cleared 
off the line and a second was 
blocked inside the six yard box. 
Despite the scoreline - a truly 
entertaining game and there 
was a palpable feeling of what if 
Alloa had eleven on the field. Still 
plenty to look forward to with 
attacking displays like that and 
hopefully a few lessons to be 
learned defensively.
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LOOKING BACK
6TH MARCH 1993

ANDREW COCKBURN

In the quarter-finals of The 
Scottish Cup, holders Rangers 
progressed to the semi-finals, 
after a 3-0 win at the last surving 
Second Division club, Arbroath. 
The Edinburgh duo of Hearts & 
Hibs also reached the semi-final 
stage, after both achieved 2-0 
home wins, v Falkirk and St. 
Johnstone respectively, while 
Aberdeen and Clydebank faced 
a replay, after a 1-1 draw at 
Pittodrie.

The top of The Premier Divi-
sion was unchanged, with lead-
ers Rangers nine points clear 
of second-placed Aberdeen, 
then came Celtic, who were also 
gameless, Hearts and Dundee 
United, & the latter were victori-

ous by 3-1 at relegation-haunted 
Airdrie. This result saw The Di-
amonds slip into bottom place, 
on goal difference from Falkirk, 
while Motherwell collected a 
useful point from a 1-1 draw 
at Dundee, which moved them 
up one place, & The Well were 
replaced in third-bottom spot by 
gameless Partick.

First Division leaders Raith 
continued their relentless 
march towards a first-ever spell 
in The Premier Division, with a 
2-0 home win v Morton, while 
Rovers second-placed local 
rivals Dunfermline kept up their 
own promotion bid, after a 1-0 
win v another of the challengers, 
fourth-placed St. Mirren, at Love 

Street. Kilmarnock remained 
third, in spite of a 0-2 reverse 
at relegation-haunted Stirling 
Albion, while Hamilton Accies, 
despite being held 1-1 at home 
by Dumbarton, still retained 
fifth spot. Luckless bottom 
club Cowdenbeath’s fate now 
seemed virtually sealed after 
a 1-3 defeat at Ayr, and while 
Stirling Albion remained in 
second-bottom place in spite of 
their welcome win, they were 
now only a point worse off than 
third-bottom Meadowbank, 
who were game less.

Brechin retained leadership 
of The Second Division, thanks 
to a 2-1 win at lowly Queen Of 
The South, second-placed Clyde 
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were 1-0 winners at Berwick, 
while third-placed Stranraer 
overcame another of the strug-
glers, Queen’s Park, by 4-2 at 
Stair Park. Alloa & East Fife, two 
of the other challengers, met in 
an important clash at Bayview, 
the game ending all-square at 
2-2, William Brown and David 
Beaton (pen) netting for The 
Fifers, David Beaton had been 
with East Fife from 1990-1998, 
later to join Alloa in 1998 – 2000 
and was part of “The Wasps” 
side which won the Challenge 
Cup after defeating Inverness 
CT. Barrie Moffat with a brace 
was on target for The Wasps, 
who’d lined up as follows: Jim 
Butter, Willie Newbigging, Neil 
Bennett, Davie Wilcox, Keith 
McCulloch, Lawrence Crombie, 

Barrie Moffat, John McNiven, 
Shaun Smith, Michael Hendry 
(John Gibson), Neil McAvoy. Alloa 
thus remained in fourth spot, 
with East Fife still two places 
below, fifth-placed Forfar were 
1-0 home victors v Stenhouse-
muir, while Albion Rovers, despite 
collecting a point from a 1-1 draw 
at fellow strugglers Montrose, still 
propped up the table.

Down in England, it was also 
Cup quarter-final day. And fan-
cied Arsenal reached the semi-fi-
nals after a 4-2 win at Ipswich, 
the Blackburn v Sheffield United 
tie ended in a goalless stalemate, 
while the Manchester City v Spurs 
& Derby v Sheffield Wednesday 
ties took place the following Sun-
day and Monday respectively.

In The Premier League, Man-
chester United regained top spot 
in place of gameless Aston Villa, 
thanks to a 2-1 win at Liverpool, 
while third-placed Norwich’s 
hopes of taking the first-ever Pre-
mier League title suffered a blow, 
after a 1-3 defeat at QPR, who 
thus moved up to fourth place. 
In the only other topflight game, 
lowly Wimbledon’s relegation 
fears continued in the shape of a 
1-2 home defeat v Southampton.

First Division leaders Newcastle 
maintained their seven-point 
advantage, after they hammered 
Brentford 5-1 at St. James Park, 
second-placed West Ham were 
also victorious on home soil, by 
3-1 v Wolves, while Swindon, 4-0 
winners at Watford, were now 
third.
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KELTY HEARTS
The Maroon Machine

This afternoon we 
return to the Indodrill 
stadium after 2 succes-
sive away matches to 
face Kelty Hearts. The 
visitors currently sit in 
6th position, 10 points 
behind the Wasps who 
dropped down to 4th 
after the defeat at Mon-
trose. Kelty are coming 
off the back of a heavy 
defeat to Hamilton 
Accies, who swept them 
aside 5-0. Prior to that 
they had hard fixtures 
against league leaders 
Falkirk and high-flying 
Montrose, which they 
also lost out on. The 
visitors last victory came 
against Edinburgh City 

in mid-February, when 
a late Ross Cunnigham 
strike was the difference 
in a 3-2 victory. Michael 
Tidser will be looking 
to return to winning 
ways this afternoon 
but faces another stern 
test as they complete 
their quartet of matches 
against the sides 
currently occupying the 
play-off positions.

THE BOSS –  
MICHAEL TIDSER

There was plenty of 
change both on and off 
the park in the summer 
for Kelty. At the helm, 
with the departure of 

John Potter to Raith 
Rovers, Kelty looked 
to within for the next 
manager and appointed 
experienced midfielder, 
Michael Tidser, as player 
manager. A formula 
that has worked in this 
division, with Airdrie 
finding success in a sim-
ilar manner under Rhys 
McCabe. The 34-year-old 
central midfielder had a 
successful playing career 
for the likes of Greenock 
Morton, Rotherham, 
and Falkirk, before join-
ing Kelty in 2020. During 
his time at New Central 
Park, he has been an 
influential member of a 
team that has secured 

FOUNDED
1975

GROUND
New Central Park, Kelty

TOP HONOURS
Scottish League 2
Winners 2021-22
Scottish Lowland
League Winners (2)
EoS Football League
Winners 2017-18
East Region Super-
league
Winners (2)
Scottish Junior Cup
Runners-Up (2)

*may include equivalent competitions
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multiple promotions to go from 
Lowland League to League 1 in a 
few years. His team have played 
impressive football this season 
with a style that is easy on the 
eye and Tidser is still a key part 
of that. The boss has played 20 
games in the league this season, 
with 2 goals and an assist to his 
name.

THE CAPTAIN – REECE LYON

Kelty will be led out by anoth-
er central midfielder as Reece 
Lyon resumes captain duties 
for the visitors. Subject to plenty 
of January transfer speculation, 
Lyon has been impressive in the 
middle of the park for Kelty this 
season. His integral role in the 
team is showcased in the fact 
that he hasn’t missed, or been 
subbed off, a single minute of 
their league campaign. That 
equates to 26 appearances, 
where he has bagged 4 goals 
and 2 assists in the process. 
Within those goals, he did find 
the back of the net in Alloa’s 3-1 
win over Kelty in October. At 
the age of 23, Lyon has plenty 

of potential but also has bags of 
experience with 88 appearances 
for Greenock Morton and an in-
fluential season at Annan Athletic 
before joining Kelty last summer.

ONE TO WATCH –  
ALFIE BAVIDGE

Leading the goalscoring 
statistics for the visitors is young 
striker, Alfie Bavidge. Highly rated 
in this country, Bavidge is on loan 

from Aberdeen to Kelty for his 
first real experience of first-team 
football. It has been an experi-
ence that has proved fruitful for 
both parties though as Bavidge 
catches the eye with his goals and 
overall play. In his 17 appearanc-
es, he sits on 7 goals, as well as 
bagging a couple of assists too. 
In a move similar to Alloa’s with 
Bobby Wales, both strikers battle 
in League 1, but then join forces 
for Billy Stark’s u19 Scotland side. 
Bavidge has 9 caps at u19 level, 
scoring 1 goal against Czech 
Republic.

THE CONNECTION

There is one returning player 
to the Indodrill today for the 
visitors in Stefan McCluskey. The 
forward signed for Alloa in 2017 
and made his debut against 
Dunfermline in the Scottish 
Cup, where he would score his 
first goal for the club in a 3-2 
defeat. At the end of his contract, 
McCluskey left the club to sign for 

BY KIEREN MOONEY

CONTINUED ON P32

*may include equivalent competitions
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non-league side, Pollok. Further-
more, Kelty assistant manager, 
Kevin McDonald, played for the 
Wasps in the 2010/11 season. 
There are currently no former 
Alloa players playing for Kelty, 
however, in recent years the 
clubs have been most connect-
ed through the management 
with Alloa appointing Barry 
Ferguson from Kelty Hearts 
in 2021. Ross Philp who was 
famously the only player re-
maining at the club when Paul 
Hartley joined in 2012, departed 
Kelty after 10 illustrious, going 

from Juniors Super League to 
SPFL League One.

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

This will be the 3rd match-up 
between the sides this season, 
with both clubs taking a victory 
each. The opening game be-
tween the sides was played out 
in August where a Ross Cunning-
ham double put the home side 
in a commanding position. A 
91st Cammy O’Donnell free-kick 
added a late consolation, as well 
as goal of the season contender. 

The return fixture in October 
was much more favourable for 
the Wasps. They fell behind early 
to a Reece Lyon goal, before 
goals from Brad Rodden, Scott 
Taggart from the spot, and Tay-
lor Steven’s first goal for the club 
made sure the 3-points were 
staying in Alloa.
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THE MATCHDAY  
PROGRAMME
“Match programmes – get 

your match programmes here!” 
It has been an integral part of 
the match-day experience for 
supporters.

A pie, a pint and programme 
had always been traditional fare 
for any fan attending a football 
match, but some clubs have 
ditched the match programme 
altogether. Rising print costs 
and a lack of demand at some 
clubs has seen an end to this 
football must. The matchday 
programme is one of football’s 
great traditions.

A lack of demand has been 
cited as one of the main reasons 
why some teams have pulled 
the plug on this important tradi-
tion according to club sources, 
alongside the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

However, despite pro-
grammes no longer being as 
profitable, most teams still view 

them as a key part of the match-
day experience, there are no 
half-time scoreboards in football 
grounds now.

Fans are being urged to keep 
buying programmes - otherwise 
the sight of sellers outside the 
grounds or inside will become a 
thing of the past. Who needs a 
programme when most teams 
hand out printed team sheets 
with the actual team lines, 
sometimes even quicker the 
teams are announced on social 
media before the manager has 
even got to the dressing room to 
tell the players his line-up.

A timely feature in a recent 
issue of Nutmeg, the Scottish 
football periodical, focuses on 
these pieces of art, described 
by Greg Gordon, author of the 
piece, as an “ongoing mon-
ologue with the club’s fans”. 
These fortnightly musings 
remain an incredible resource 
for historians and students of 

the game.
Curtis Sport, are now the 

UK’s leading sports programme 
publisher, and therefore many 
of clubs are much the same 
style and have no individually 
to them, a programme doesn’t 
need to be big and glossy but 
have relevant and interesting 
articles from people within the 
club who are almost certain to 
have a better handle on what’s 
going on at their club, rather 
than some high flying journal-
ist, who normally has to ask 
someone at the club “What’s 
happening this week” It’s vital 
collectors still can buy a match 
programme or at worst be able 
to buy a printed programme 
direct from the issuing club.

Worse is the fact that match 
programmes are available 
online at some clubs to read and 
download prior to a matchday, 
surely this is an own goal, and 
this facility should only be avail-
able after the match has been 
played?

Jim Thomson once sold 
Stirling Albion programmes 
outside Annfield Park, the old 
home of “The Beanos” and now 
contributes to the same publica-
tion, sales of which were given a 
boost by the club’s League Two 
title triumph last season. Now 
50, he runs Scottish football 
programme fairs all over the 
country having re-engaged with 
his old interest. “I was lost to 
the hobby for years,” Thomson 
says. “I always collected when I 
was younger. “During lockdown 
I fell back into it. I was clearing 
out my loft and I found all my 
old programmes, and wondered 
if it was still a thing. Much to 
my surprise, as much as social 

JOHN GLENCROSS
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1. TAYLOR STEVEN HAS HAD A RED HOT RUN OF FORM. HOW MANY 
GOAL CONTRIBUTIONS HAS HE MANAGED SINCE THE BEGINNING 
OF FEBRUARY?

2. FORMER MANAGER OF BOTH SIDES  BARRY FERGUSON WAS 
PROMOTED TO THE SPFL WITH KELTY. WHAT YEAR DID HE TAKE 
OVER KELTY?

3. WHICH CLUB IN THE SPFL HAS A LAMB ON THEIR BADGE?

4. WHICH CITY HOSTED THE 2002 CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL FEA-
TURING ZINEDINE ZIDANE’S WONDERGOAL AGAINST LEVERKUSEN?

5. WHICH STADIUM HAS THE BIGGEST CAPACITY? 
A) ESTADIO RAMON SANCHEZ PIZJUAN 
B)JOHAN CRUYFF ARENA 
C)STADIO DIEGO ARMANDO MARADONA 
D) STADIO NEREO ROCCO

ANSWERS PAGE 37

HT QUIZ

media had killed a lot of it, it was 
also helping keeping it alive. On 
Facebook there’s pages devoted 
to Scottish football programmes, 
mostly buying and selling.” But 
fresh input is needed. “Clubs 
need to be innovative if they 
want a younger generation to 
buy the programme,” stresses 
Thomson. He mentions the 
routinely excellent Aberdeen 
programme, among the biggest 
sellers in Scotland, for imagina-
tive ideas, such as giving stickers 
away with each issue.

Something else programme 
editors are careful about is 
abuse. It’s not a fanzine. All con-
tributors to a match programme 
must make the commitment 
to the club that they are not 
going to be abusive about the 
club – or our opponents for that 
matter. Every club’s match day 
programme gets sent to the 
Scottish League, where they 
scrutinise each issue and will 
contact clubs if they believe 
something in print is in bad taste 
or derogatory and the club’s get 
their knuckles knocked.

Stuart Curtis, the owner of 
Curtis Sport, is not a fan of 
digital programmes, though he 
will work with clubs who decide 

to go down that route. “What 
was the last digital programme 
you bought or read?” he asks. 
“’Not many people will say, ‘Well 
actually, I have a library of about 
12,000 of them’.”

His company produces 
programmes for over 40 teams 
north and south of the Border. 
He implores clubs to put the 
effort into maintaining them – 
and stresses that it really isn’t 
hard to make them economical-
ly viable. “Even if you don’t use 
Curtis Sport, that’s fine,” he says. 
“But please, have a programme, 
whether 40 buy them or 40,000. 
It’s important to keep it going.”

Curtis is putting his mon-
ey where his mouth is. His 
company is now sponsoring the 
Scottish Programme and Mem-
orabilia Fair, with the next event 
taking place on Sunday 2nd June 
2024 at the McAlpine Pavilion 
within Lesser Hampden in Glas-
gow, from 10.30am – 2.00pm.

This Season 2023-24 in the 
Scottish Football League clubs 
who now do not issue a match 
day programme – Hibernian 
(Although there is a fans issue), 
Ross County, Kilmarnock 
(Monthly Magazine), Airdrie, 
Inverness CT, Queens Park (Only 

Digital), Hamilton Accies, Kelty 
Hearts. Annan Athletic, Forfar 
Athletic, Stranraer, Peterhead 
(Only Digital) which is worrying, 
the list grows every season.

Also, we have 15 clubs in 
the Scottish Football League 
all now using the one printer – 
Curtis Sports. Aberdeen, Celtic, 
Dundee, Hearts, Livingston, 
Motherwell, St. Mirren, Dundee 
United (Only by Mail order), 
Dunfermline Athletic, Partick 
Thistle, Falkirk, Clyde, Dumbar-
ton, Elgin City and The Spartans.

I took over the editor’s job 
producing the Alloa Athletic FC 
Matchday Programme “The 
Wasp” in Season 1989-90, some 
35 years ago now and still find 
it a honour and privilege to still 
be allowed to edit the Match 
Magazine which has through 
time increased from eight pages 
to now thirty six pages, but this 
couldn’t be possible without 
the help of Jonathan Markwell, 
Donald Pollock, Brian Roach, 
Andrew Cockburn, Kieren 
Mooney and Lewis Russell in the 
Media department to produce 
a programme the club can be 
proud of, it would be remiss of 
me not to mention my brother 
David who travels all over the 
country to make sure we have 
action shots from every match 
the club plays either the Men’s 
First team or the Women’s team 
which he also gives an unbeliev-
able support.

“Match programmes – get 
your match programmes 
here!” It has been an integral 
part of the match-day experi-
ence for supporters over the 
years, please keep buying and 
supporting the “The Wasp” and 
make sure we have a match 
programme to take home and 
cherish for all these special 
memories, when we can say “I 
was there”.
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QUIZ  
ANWERS
1. 7 (5 GOALS, 2 ASSISTS)

2. 2018

3. ST JOHNSTONE

4. GLASGOW

5. JOHAN CRUYFF ARENA, AM-
STERDAM CAPACITY 55,885
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