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ALLOA 
ATHLETIC
FOOTBALL CLUB

S C O T T I S H  C H A M P I O N S H I P  W I N N E R S

1921/22
R U N N E R S  U P

1938/39
S C O T T I S H  L E A G U E  1  R U N N E R S  U P

1976/77  1981/82
1984/85  1988/89 1999/00  
2001/02 2009/10 2012/13 
2016/17
S C O T T I S H  L E A G U E  2  W I N N E R S

1997/1998   2011/2012
C H A L L E N G E  C U P  W I N N E R S

1999/2000
R U N N E R S - U P

2001/02  2014/15
STIRLINGSHIRE CUP WINNERS

1904/5   1907/8     1908/9
1912/13   1920/21    1924/25 
1933/34  1946/47   1955/56
1957/58  1959/60  1965/66
1981/82   1996/97
MOST CAPPED PLAYER

Jock Hepburn, 1 Cap
(Scotland v Wales 1891)

*includes equivalent competitions
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9 Coalgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire, FK10 1EH   
bookings@baraldos.uk    

01259 729 243

RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259215643

We collect and deliver

Official laundry partners of 
Alloa Athletic FC 

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753
woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team 
every success for the coming season! 

Bedford Place, 
Church Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259 216586

• Brakes
• Parts & spares
• Accessories

• Batteries
• Exhausts
• Tyres
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vGOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

ANDY GRAHAM
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS
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MANAGER’S NOTES

ANDY GRAHAM

I’d like to welcome Stew-
art Petrie and everyone 
from Montrose to Alloa 
today.

Since our last home 
game against Hamilton we 
managed a 2-1 win up at 
Cove. The players attitude 
was fantastic and they 
showed great belief to be 
pushing for the win so late 
on. A big thanks from all 
the players and staff for 
the support last Saturday 

at home and to the hardy 
group who travelled up to 
Cove to enjoy a last minute 
winner, seeing Santa and 
a priest celebrating with 
the players is what football 
is all about and I hope it 
made the journey worth-
while. 

Today’s match will be a 
tough one, Montrose were 
excellent against Kelty in 
the last game and are in 
the play off spot on merit 

so we will have to be at our 
best to get the results we 
want. 

Finally I’d like to take this 
chance to wish everyone 
associated with Alloa FC a 
very merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year when it 
comes.  
 
Best Wishes 
 
Andy

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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Hamilton & Brydie Ltd.
Roughcast Chipping Specialists

Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over 
Scotland

Unit 1 Block 6, Bond Street, Dumyat Busi-
ness Park, Tullibody, FK102P6

tel:01259722896 Fax: 01259216217
email: sales@hamiltonbrydie.co.uk

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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NEWSDESK

JOHN GLENCROSS

Welcome back to the Indodrill 
Stadium for our first home 
fixture this season against 
Montrose FC, welcome to their 
manager Stewart Petrie, assis-
tant manager Ross Campbell, 
the first team coaches Sean 
Dillon & Iain Campbell, the 
players, officials, and directors 
of Montrose FC.

Our Cinch League One game 
against Annan Athletic which 
was postponed due to the heavy 
snow overnight on Saturday 2nd 
December, 2023, has now been 
rearranged for Tuesday 13th 
February, 2024, Kick-Off 7.45pm. 
Tickets already bought will be 
valid for the rearranged Annan 
Athletic fixture, although we can 
refund those who can’t attend. 
Please note we are also due to 
play Annan Athletic at Galabank 
on 3rd February, 2024.

Alloa Athletic FC have a new 
physiotherapist, Scott Anderson 
an Advanced Level MSK Physi-
otherapist with over ten years’ 
experience in professional and 
semi-professional football. Scott 
joins the club from Edinburgh 
City where he has been for last 
five seasons, welcome to the 
club Scott.

RECENT GAMES ON 23RD 
DECEMBER

23rd December, 2022 v. Clyde 
(A) 2-2 Scott Taggart, Kieran 
Offord
23rd December, 2017 v. Stran-
raer (H) 1-0 Ross Stewart
23rd December, 2008 v. 
Cowdenbeath (H) 2-2 Greig 
Spence, Hugh Kerr

On Monday 11th December we 
held our nineth Football Mem-
ories Group in conjunction with 

Alzheimer Scotland and Football 
Memories Scotland part of the 
Memories Scotland network. 
This was a Christmas Themed 
meeting with a visit from 
“The Gringe Santa” we had an 
excellent turnout, thanks to the 
35 people who attended, who 
enjoyed looking back on football 
through the ages and looking 
at old programmes, team lines, 
and photographs. Our next 
Football Memories meeting will 
take place on Monday 12th Feb-
ruary, 2024 at Indodrill stadium, 
at 11.30 – 1.00 O’clock, please 
note there is no meeting being 
held in January, to allow me 
more time to furnish my Alloa 
Athletic Football Memorabilia 
Unit which I hope to have open 
by Easter 2024.

Wasps 2000 Draw - Week 50 
16th December,2023
£ 100 0930 G.McKay
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spfltrust.org.uk/festivefriends. 
This was a great success with 
“The Wee County Santa” visiting 
and Stevie Preston from the 
Station Bar, serving hot meals 
to the guests. Well done to 
Jayne Lindfield from the Wasps 
Community Club.

Just the present every Alloa Ath-
letic fan will want for Christmas 
- The History of Alloa Athletic 
book, which celebrates the 
club’s 100 years in the Scottish 
League, Over 660 pages in A4 
size covering League Tables, 

£ 50 0439 H.Snaddon
£ 25 0638 K.Scott
£ 25 0160 A.McGregor
£ 25 0466 M.Carmichael

The Wasps Community Club 
took part in Festive Friends! 
When they welcomed older 
people who might have been 
feeling lonely or isolated to the 
Recs to enjoy a hot Christmas 
lunch, which took place on 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 
13th December, fun and games, 
and importantly, companion-
ship was shared. Learn more: 

Results, and Player Appearances 
since the club joined the Scottish 
League in 1921. The book will 
be sold via the club with profits 
going directly into the club. The 
book can be ordered direct from 
the club for £ 29.95. Orders can 
be placed directly on the club 
website alloaathletic.co.uk or 
visiting the club shop and plac-
ing order. Also available is “Diary 
of a Season 2022/23”. This book 
is £ 14.99, Diary of a Season 
2022/23 continues where the 
History of club book ends.
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GROWING REPUTATIONS 
AFTER THE WASPS

JONATHAN MARKWELL

Ross MacIver has been 
receiving plenty of plaudits this 
season after moving from Alloa 
to Falkirk in the summer. Eleven 
goals in twenty-four appearanc-
es for the table toppers actually 
equals the number of goals 
the striker had managed in 
his four previous seasons with 
Motherwell, Morton, Partick 
and Alloa combined. Amongst 
those praising MacIver have 
been sections of the Alloa sup-
port, although some must be 
scratching their heads a little at 
the sight of MacIver banging in 
the goals for the Bairns having 
never been remotely as prolific 
for the Wasps. MacIver there-
fore joins a select clan of former 

Alloa players whose reputation 
amongst the Alloa fanbase argu-
ably grew larger once they had 
actually left the club. To clarify 
this, I’m not necessarily referring 
to players who have gone onto 
better things after moving on 
from the Recs, but specifically 
those who may have possibly 
been a little underappreciated 
with the Wasps faithful, but in 
time are perhaps more fondly 
remembered.

MacIver was certainly valued 
by his team-mates and large 
sections of the Alloa fanbase in 
his loan spell at the end of the 
2021/22 season and the entirety 
of the last campaign, although a 
number of supporters ultimate-

ly felt MacIver’s goal return was 
poor (6 strikes last season). To 
a degree you would have to 
agree with that specific point, 
but MacIver’s game was much 
more than being just about 
goals and he was very much 
a facilitator and ‘unsung hero’ 
of Brian Rice’s teams. MacIver 
created space for others and his 
headed flick-ons were another 
particular feature of his play, 
while his tireless running off 
the ball was another quality. 
Perhaps most crucially, MacIver 
is playing in an entirely different 
role for Falkirk than he was at 
Alloa. In John McGlynn’s set up, 
MacIver is at the fulcrum of the 
team, being the big, strong focal 
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point at the top of the pitch and 
complimenting the dangerous 
wide forwards Falkirk possess. In 
contrast, MacIver never played 
as a central lone frontman for 
Alloa, owing to Brian Rice’s pref-
erence for two central strikers 
and, in-fact, MacIver largely 
played in the ‘number 10’ role 
behind the strikers, with that 
withdrawn position more than 
anything explaining his lower 
goal return with the Wasps. 
When Ross left the club there 
were plenty of signs which point-
ed to his presence being missed 
by Brian Rice’s side earlier this 
season, with his aerial prowess 
and how he linked play being 
particularly evident. Early in the 
season, some supporters there-
fore came to better appreciate 
the values Ross added to the 
Wasps attacking play. The fact 
that MacIver is simultaneously 
excelling across the River Forth 
has made that a little galling 
at times. MacIver’s confidence 
in front of goal has also clearly 
blossomed this season, whereas 
there were times last season 
when he was acutely short in 
that department. All you can 
say now is fair play to the striker 
and hopefully his fine season 
can continue, except against the 
Wasps naturally!

The first player who springs 
to my mind of players whose 
reputation amongst the Wasps 
fanbase grew after leaving Alloa 
is Iain Flannigan. This isn’t to 
suggest that Flannigan wasn’t 
appreciated while he played for 
the Wasps between 2013 and 
2020, as he was revered by the 
Wasps faithful for a long time. In 
seven seasons with the club, Iain 
made 221 appearances, scored 
36 goals (including 10 free-kicks, 
most notably those against 
Hibs and Dundee United x2), 
was a four-time Championship 
survivor and won promotion in 

2017/18 (and was in the Team of 
the Season that campaign too). 
However, that legendary status 
has only grown in my opinion 
since his departure from the 
Recs. I’d suggest that there’s a 
few reasons for that. First, Flan-
nigan’s shock retirement in 2020 
meant for the Alloa support his 
departure was premature, leav-
ing the fans wanting more of the 
midfield maestro. Linked to that, 
not having the chance to give him 
a proper send-off, exacerbated 
by the global pandemic, is per-
haps another factor in Alloa fans 
having rose-tinted spectacles 
about Flanny’s fantastic contri-
bution to the club. Furthermore, 
the combined facts of not seeing 
the best of Flannigan in his first 
couple of seasons at the club due 
to injury, and him then playing 
arguably the best football of his 
career in his last couple of sea-
sons (almost being a conductor 
of an orchestra at times from a 
deep-lying central midfield role), 
together with his replacements 
unfortunately not being half 
the player Flanny was, all joined 
together to mean the legend of 

Flanny continued long after his 
exit. It’s not just the fans who fully 
appreciated Flannigan either, as 
he is regularly name-checked by 
his fellow pros as players they 
most enjoyed playing alongside 
too.

Infamously, I consider trialist 
striker Hervé Ebanda to be an-
other former Wasp whose repu-
tation lived on in legend amongst 
the Alloa faithful once he had 
passed through the Recs. This 
one is admittedly a little tongue 
in cheek, as Ebanda’s Alloa career 
was limited to a single 25-minute 
substitute appearance in a disap-
pointing 2-0 home defeat to For-
far Athletic in February 2005, in 
a match which saw future Wasp 
David McClune score both goals 
for the Loons. Ebanda failed to 
impress in his cameo with Wasps, 
having been given a chance by 
Wasps boss Tom Hendrie after 
leaving Raith Rovers, where 
the frontman had been one of 
a number of ill-feted signings 
during Claude Anelka’s notorious 
time in charge at Stark’s Park. 
Ebanda’s final appearance for 
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Rovers had ironically came 
against Alloa a month earlier, 
as the Second Division Wasps 
knocked First Division Raith out 
of the Scottish Cup in Kirkcaldy. 
Anelka had already departed at 
that point, with his replacement 
Gordon Dalziel downcast after 
the game “We have no quality 
and no money so my hands 
are tied. Our keeper could not 
save a corner for the first Alloa 
goal (John Ovenstone actually 
headed in Ian Ross’ corner), then 
gave away a cheap penalty for 
the second (converted by Brown 
Ferguson). So, in effect, we put 
Alloa into the next round.”

Ebanda departed the Recs 
after just a single appearance as 
a trialist on the hallowed turf of 
the Recs for the chance of a deal 
in Switzerland, before returning 
to France and then spending 
a number of years playing in 
the Philippines (including for 
Green Archers United) until 
his mid-thirties. However, his 
legend in Clackmannanshire 
never diminished over the years, 
with the message boards always 
awash with hope of a return for 
Ebanda whenever a new striker 

was rumoured to be about 
to sign. My fellow ‘The Wasp’ 
contributors Donald Pollock 
and Brian Roach were certain-
ly ‘Ebanda enjoyers’, quick to 
name-check his short but sweet 
spell with the Wasps! Ebanda is 
definitely another Wasp with a 
certain place in the heart of some 
Alloa supporters, which given his 
time with the club was so short 
means it has only grown as time 
has passed.

Curious as to what Hervé is 
up to these days, a quick google 
search confirms that as recently 
as 2020 he was back in Paris 
and still involved in the beautiful 
game. Unfortunately, Ebanda 
is too old to play these days, 
but he is now the President of a 
footballing academy, delightfully 
named ‘Centre de formation 
de football de Paris’ or CFFP for 
short. It would appear that CFFP 
has teams for aspiring players 
from the ages of 6 to 17 in the 
French capital city, with reports 
of youngsters gaining trials 
with Spanish side CD Leganés 
(with President Ebanda in the 
photographs naturally!). Thanks 
to google translate there’s also a 

heartfelt rallying call from Pres-
ident Ebanda at the start of the 
global pandemic in 2020:

“In this period of global health 
insecurity which weakens us all 
as much as we are, we need to 
cling to a common project, that 
of the club. It must allow players 
to achieve their personal goals 
through their strength of char-
acter, with the help of educators 
and families... Let us also remem-
ber that the club which has 
enjoyed so much notoriety must 
also regain its own, its letters of 
nobility, its glory, in the interest 
of our children”.

Looking through the list of of-
ficials at CFFP I raised a wry smile 
that the ‘Technical Directorate’ is 
none other than a certain Claude 
Anelka, but as President of the 
youth academy Ebanda now has 
a seniority over his former boss 
from almost two decades ago!

My final example of a player 
whose star grew amongst the 
supporters after leaving the 
Wasps was 2006/7 season loan 
striker Javier Payo. The tempo-
rary signing from Hamilton only 
ever played 7 games for the club 
and scored a single goal (the 
winner on his debut up at Peter-
head), but his strong and skilful 
play impressed everybody at the 
Recs and it was a disappointment 
when Allan Maitland couldn’t 
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persuade his loan to be further 
extended. Payo was never 
truly replaced in the Alloa team 
that season, with St Johnstone 
loanee Neil McCallum struggling 
and Chris Mackie blowing hot 
and cold despite scoring 5 goals 
in 15 appearances (including a 
never to be forgotten slow-mo-
tion overhead kick at Forfar). 
The fact that Maitland turned 
to defender Michael Bolo-
choweckyj to play upfront was 
the biggest indicator at how the 
Wasps missed a striker of Payo’s 
calibre. As such, for me, he’s an-
other player whose reputation 
amongst the supporters grew 
after leaving the club. Aged 21 
at the time, Payo soon returned 
to his Spanish homeland and 
thereafter enjoyed a successful, 
albeit distinctly nomadic, career 
around the Spanish lower 
leagues thereafter (see Wikipe-
dia for a list of Payo’s club, which 

might be an even longer list of 
clubs than Mark Docherty has 
enjoyed!), aside from another 
spell further afield in Switzerland.

I am sure other supporters 
will have their own examples of 
players they appreciated more 

after leaving Alloa than during 
their actual time for the club, 
but I’ll leave you to get all misty 
eyed about your own personal 
favourites in your half-time or 
post-match discussions!

IF YOU DON'T HAVE A GOAL, 
HOW CAN YOU SCORE?

.UK

AUDIT+BUSINESS ADVISORY+TAX+CORPORATE FINANCE
+VIRTUAL FINANCE+WEALTH+HR+PAYROLL
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DONALD POLLOCK

‘ST JOHNSTONE HAVE OLD 
SCORE TO WIPE OUT WITH 
ALLOA’. That was the headline 
100 years ago as the Wasps 
travelled to take on the Sec-
ond Division leaders in Perth. 
Saints had only narrowly 
missed out on promotion to 
the top flight in 1922/23 and 
were determined to go one 
better this time out. Alloa 
were looking on enviously 
from the lower reaches of 
their table, their pre-season 
target of an immediate return 
to the First Division now 
looking extremely unlikely. But 
there was some hope for the 
Wasps. They had managed to 

find some form as Christmas 
approached and would go to 
Perth with five wins from their 
last seven games. There was 
frustration about those two 
defeats against Vale of Leven 
and Johnstone, games in 
which Alloa just hadn’t turned 
up, but the winning run had 
also included a home victory 
against St Johnstone, one of 
only two defeats suffered by 
the high-flying Saints.

The Perth public were 
enjoying their football – 
“enthusiasm has never been 
keener” reported the Evening 
Telegraph, and another fine 
crowd were present at the 

Recreation Grounds as the 
teams took to the field. The 
home fans weren’t used to 
seeing their favourites pinned 
back but that was exactly what 
happened as Alloa took the 
game to St Johnstone. “Up to 
half-time, the home backs and 
halves were struggling any-

OLD SCORES AND  
TRIALS UNDERFOOT

JIMMY FLEMING ST JOHNSTONE
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how and everyway possible to 
keep out the Alloa forwards” 
it was reported, and the 
Wasps took a deserved lead 
through Jock Stirling, the 
evergreen winger lobbing the 
keeper from a tight angle. 
Alas for Alloa, they were 
unable to land a killer blow 
and shortly after the break 
Hart levelled matters before 
Deuchar quickly made it 2-1 
for the home team. Wood 
then limped off for Alloa with 
the Wasps making the bold 
decision to go with one man 
at the back as they chased 
the game. It almost paid off, 
Connaboy coming close late 
on, but St Johnstone held on 
to win 2-1. “Alloa came jolly 
near to creating a sensation…
they had the Saints on toast 
for forty minutes of the first 
half”, reported the Perthshire 
Advertiser. The local paper 
had praise – albeit with a 
couple of sly digs - for Jock 
Stirling, noting that on this 
occasion he had outshone 
young St Johnstone attacker 
Jimmy Fleming, the darling of 
the home crowd and future 
Scotland international: “The 
dangerous man in attack 
was Jock Stirling, who must 
have been playing football at 
a time when Fleming was a 
tiny toddler. Although shorn 
of some locks, Stirling is still 
a very useful winger”. The 
Evening Telegraph added that 
“St Johnstone had their hard-
est struggle of the season 
for full points” but for all the 
praise, the defeat left Alloa 
nine points off second place 
and with almost no further 
margin for error.

The press were also report-
ing on the Scottish Cup draw 
with Alloa to face Highland 
League Buckie Thistle at the 
Recs in January. There were 
more pressing matters at 

hand however, with the Wasps 
preparing to play Bathgate in 
the last game before Christ-
mas. Bathgate were among the 
pack of sides battling it out just 
behind St Johnstone at the top 
and the Wasps would need to 
repeat their Perth performance 
if they were to have a chance 
at Mill Park. Lennie was ruled 
out and in came another new 
face at centre forward in local 
lad Gordon of Sauchie Thistle. 
It was the Bathgate number 
9 who grabbed the headlines 
though, Forsyth firing in a 
first-half hat-trick to leave Alloa 
floundering. He added another 
after the break before new man 
Gordon pulled one back for 
Alloa. It finished 4-1 and with 
three defeats on the bounce Al-
loa’s recent revival was well and 
truly over. “The Alloa halfs were 
too anxious to help the for-
wards, and as a consequence, 
Crawford, Headrick and Som-
merville were overworked, and 
on occasions overwhelmed”, 
reported the Sunday Post. 
It made for plenty of festive 
cheer for Bathgate and things 
got even better for the home 
side’s left-back Jasper Kerr, who 

agreed terms with Everton after 
the match, but it was hardly the 
Christmas present Wee County 
folk were hoping for.

It was back to the Recs just 
before New Year as the Wasps 
welcomed Armadale. Snow 
was cleared from the pitch the 
day before the game and the 
surface was rock hard, but it 
was reported that the crowd 
of 3000 saw a fine contest, 
“despite the insecure nature of 
the footing”. Alloa introduced 
yet another trialist, this time at 
outside right, and again their 
‘Newman’ was on the score-
sheet, firing home what turned 
out to be the winner with 
ten minutes remaining. The 
post-match reports identified 
the mystery man as Peter Neil, 
formerly of Hearts and Birming-
ham City, and he was said to 
have been one of Alloa’s best 
players on the day. The Wasps 
had finished a challenging year 
with a positive result and would 
now begin 1924 with three 
games in five days, starting 
with Dunfermline at the Recs 
on New Year’s Day. More in the 
next edition of The Wasp.

JIMMY FLEMING ST JOHNSTONE
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A FAN’S VIEW

BRIAN ROACH

What a difference a fortnight 
can make! Things are looking 
up at Alloa after two excellent 
recent performances - both 
against full-time teams and title 
contenders. The team is start-
ing to look a lot more settled in 
recent weeks, and with two vital 
games against Montrose today 
and Kelty Hearts next week, 
there are further opportunities 
to climb the table into promo-
tion play-off contention.

When Andy Graham was 
appointed as manager, I felt he 
would need time and patience, 
and his status at the club will 
certainly ensure that occurs 
among the fanbase. But in 
the last couple of games, I’ve 
already noted some really 
encouraging elements. Overall, 
the team seems to have 
improved as a unit - there 
appears to be more balance 

where everyone looks to have 
better awareness of their roles 
within the system. This looks 
particularly apparent in mid-
field with Kurtis Roberts, Steven 
Hetherington, and Stefan Scou-
gall. Roberts has been Alloa’s 
player of the season so far, 
but there looks to be far more 
structure in there now, and all 
three are complementing each 
other well. And it comes as no 
surprise individually that Kevin 
Cawley’s impact on proceedings 
is far greater than it has been in 
some time. The wee man was 
excellent in both games, as well 
as the star performer in the cup 
against Dunbar United.

The playing squad remains 
fairly large, so it’s difficult to 
really identify any areas where 
Andy will look to strengthen in 
the January transfer window. 
But there is no doubt his first 

piece of business should be 
extending the loan of Bobby 
Wales. This kid has all the tools 
to be a real player. As it stands, 
he has yet to hit the net for the 
club, but other than this, he has 
been an absolute joy to watch 
at times. His first touch, ability 
to link play, and drift past play-
ers show why he is so highly 
rated at parent club Kilmar-
nock. He was very unfortunate 
not to break his duck against 
Hamilton a fortnight ago. His 
first touch let him down for 
a change when he ended up 
clean through on goal in the 
opening half, and he was so 
unlucky to strike the woodwork 
early in the second. I’m already 
relishing a partnership with 
Luke Donnelly once the big 
man fully recovers from injury. 
That could be really decisive in 
the second half of the season.
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Hamilton arrived two weeks 
ago as league leaders having 
just defeated Queen of the 
South by five. But for eighty 
minutes, Alloa’s performance 
was excellent, dominating large 
spells of the game. Ex-Wasp 
Dario Zanatta clipped the bar 
with a header early on, but 
Alloa had some great chanc-
es of their own through the 
aforementioned Wales as well 
as Taylor Steven and Quinn 
Coulson. Alloa dropped deeper 
in the closing stages, which was 
slightly worrying on the terrac-
es - a draw was the least they 
deserved, and it would have 
been a sickener to lose a late 
goal. But it was understanda-
ble the players tired a bit given 
their efforts up to that point. 
A draw was perhaps a slight 
surprise, but Alloa had a lot of 
players available again follow-
ing the Dunbar United Scottish 
Cup tie, and it was evident in 
the performance. You don’t 
see such an enjoyable goalless 
draw all that often.

This was followed by the 
long trip north to face Cove 
Rangers last weekend. Alloa 
had beaten Paul Hartley’s team 
back in September, but Cove 
hadn’t lost in the league since 

- drawing three and winning 
seven to rocket up the table into 
title contention. It wasn’t as cold 
as you’d expect for a December 
game at New Balmoral Stadi-
um…until the icy wind hit you 
like a Tyson Fury jab. As for the 
game, Alloa started fairly well, 
so it was a real downer when 
the hosts scored with essentially 
their first attack after 18 minutes. 
Defensively Alloa were a bit 
static, but full credit has to go to 
the league’s top scorer Rumarn 
Burrell for an excellent finish. 
Barely anything else happened 
in that first period - both teams 
were trying to play a bit of 
football, but neither really took it 
up a notch. However, the second 
half belonged to Alloa. Bobby 
Wales came close with a volley, 
but the equalizer came just after 
the hour mark. Some brilliant 
interchange play from Cawley 
and Roberts opened up the final 
third. Cawley found Coulson in 
the area, and he slotted home - 
although from behind the goal, 
it appeared the Cove goalkeeper 
could have done a whole lot 
better. Alloa looked the more 
dangerous team and missed a 
couple of real gilt-edged chances, 
with Taggart mishitting his effort 
when clear in the box before 

Scougall came agonizingly 
close to attaching himself to a 
glaring delivery across the Cove 
6-yard line. When Cove exerted 
some pressure late on with a 
couple of set pieces, it would 
have been really cruel had they 
achieved any success. But in the 
last minute of stoppage time, 
Alloa launched one last attack. 
Sammons’ lob to the back post 
was stabbed home by Taggart 
to send the small band of 
traveling supporters delirious. 
This was a huge 3 points against 
a team who couldn’t have come 
into the fixture in better form.

That win sets Alloa up nicely 
for today’s game. Montrose 
started the season a little slow 
but have gained momentum 
to sit in a strong position in 
the league. They were perhaps 
fortunate to defeat Alloa back in 
October, but I make my peace 
with it, seeing as they were 
probably due a win in matches 
between the clubs. My other ar-
ticle in the program shows that 
historically this fixture is kind 
to us at home. But we will likely 
need to emulate the perfor-
mances of the last two weeks to 
best a decent Montrose team. 
Enjoy the match and have a 
great Christmas and New Year.
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LOOKING BACK  
21ST DECEMBER 1974

ANDREW COCKBURN

In Division One, Celtic’s 3-1 
home victory v St. Johnstone 
saw them move two points 
clear of their fierce local rivals 
Rangers, who went down 3-4 at 
Airdrie, but still retained second 
spot. Third-placed Hibs were 2-0 
victors at struggling Arbroath, 
and there were goals galore at 
Tannadice, were Dundee United 
lost 3-4 v Morton, though in 
spite of this loss, the home side 
remained in fourth position. Ab-
erdeen stayed in fifth place, de-
spite being held 1-1 at home by 
Dunfermline, while sixth-placed 
Dundee also had to settle for a 
share of the spoils, after a 0-0 
stalemate at Hearts. Morton’s 
point from a 1-1 draw at Ayr 
was enough to lift them up 
one place off the bottom of the 
table, The Ton were replaced by 
Dumbarton, 0-1 home losers v 
Motherwell, while Arbroath still 
occupied third-bottom position.

Division Two leaders East 

Fife enjoyed a 4-1 home win v 
Stranraer, while today’s visitors 
Montrose remained in second 
spot, despite going down 0-1 v 
Albion Rovers at Links Park. By 
the end of the season Montrose 
were to finish in third spot, 
being topped by QOS on goal 
difference. However the clubs 
voted for change and after 
completing the 78th season of 
the Scottish Football League, the 
top six teams were promoted 
to the First Division after the 
creation of the Scottish Premier 
Division. Third-placed Queen 
Of The South had to settle for 
a point from a 1-1 home draw 
v Raith, while 1-1 was also the 
outcome at Douglas Park, in the 
clash between Hamilton and 
Brechin, though the point was 
still enough to nudge The Accies 
up into fourth position, in place 
of East Stirling, who went down 
0-2 at St. Mirren. Berwick were 
now fifth, after a 2-1 win at lowly 
Queen’s Park, while Alloa ended 

a winless run of five league 
games, and as such moved up 
one place to thirteenth, after a 
3-1 home win v luckless bottom 
club Forfar, thanks to a brace 
from Donnie Wilson, one from 
the spot, and another effort 
from Kevin Low. And The Wasps 
had lined up as follows: Stevie 
Anderson, Alex Totten, Billy 
Wilkinson, Brian McGarry, Ian 
Watson, Davie Miller, Kevin Low, 
Andy Campbell, Robert Russell 
(Jim Gillespie), Donnie Wilson, 
Billy Earl. “The Wasps” highlight 
of 1974 had been the 8-1 victory 
over Meadowbank Thistle in the 
first encounter of the clubs after 
the introduction of Meadow-
bank Thistle into the league. 
Alloa’s goals were scored by 
Donnie Wilson 4, Jimmy Thom-
son, Billy Mitchell, Rab Russell & 
Alex Totten.

South of the border, Ipswich 
had gone top of The First Divi-
sion, displacing Everton, after a 
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1-0 win at struggling Leicester 
the previous evening. And now 
Everton missed the chance to 
reclaim pole position, after a 
surprise 2-3 defeat v another of 
the strugglers, Carlisle, at Good-
ison Park. Thus The Toffeemen 
remained in second place, while 
Manchester City’s point from a 
0-0 home draw v Wolves was 
still enough to move them up 
into third spot. City displaced 
Liverpool, who slipped to 

fourth, after a 1-3 defeat at 
Birmingham. At the other end of 
the table, Luton ended a winless 
run of eleven league games with 
a 1-0 home win v Derby, but The 
Hatters still propped up the table, 
while Leicester and Carlisle re-
mained immediately above them.

In The Second Division, an 
historic occasion took place at 
Bootham Crescent, where York 
City and Manchester United 
crossed paths for the very first 

time, and a 1-0 win for The Red 
Devils saw them extend their ad-
vantage at the top of the table to 
five points. Sunderland remained 
second, despite being held 0-0 at 
struggling Oldham, third-placed 
Norwich maintained their own 
promotion push with a 3-2 home 
win v Bristol City, while WBA 
retained fourth spot, after a 2-0 
home win v local rivals Aston Villa 
at The Hawthorns.

COVE RANGERS ALLOA ATHLETIC1:2
(1:0)

SCORERS
1:018’Burrell
1:1 62’ Coulson
1:2 93’ Taggart
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ALLOA ATHLETIC  
YOUTHS

JAMES PATTERSON

Alloa Youth Phase has 2 
teams, 16’s and 18’s, who com-
pete in Advanced Youth Section 
of Club Academy Scotland 
Games Programme.

The Youth Phase works 
with The Wasps Community 
Club and provides a link from 
local community into Academy 
Football.

Over the last few years the 
Youth Phase has provided the 
pathway for Academy players to 
First Team Football.  These play-
ers include, Steven Buchanan, 
Keir Burt and Cammy O’Donnell.

Going forward into 2024 
we will be looking to progress 
into The Performance Level of 
Club Academy Scotland and 
aim to provide the knowledge, 
guidance, environment, and 
encouragement to enable the 
person/footballer to maximise 
the opportunities available to 
them at Alloa FC

Result: 
ALLOA FC 16’S 3 V 1 LIVING-

STON FC 16’S
Scorers: Bradley Gibson, 

Aidan Kilday, Kieran Watson 
Against a strong Livingston 

side Alloa thoroughly deserved 
their win with a convincing per-
formance.  Alloa never let their 
opponents get into their stride 
by pressing from the front and 
playing at a high tempo. Alloa 
took the game to Livingston 
from ko and were rewarded 
with the opening goal coming 
from Bradley Gibson after a de-
fence splitting. When Livingston 
did look to create opportunities 
Alloa’ defended well.  Alloa con-
tinued to move the ball quickly 
and soon went 2 up thanks to a 
delicate chip from Aidan Kilday.  



25

2-0 HALF TIME  SCORE
Alloa continued where they 

left off in the first half and soon 
went 3 up after a loose pass in 
the Livingston penalty box was 
pounced on by Kieran Watson 
who finished well.  Livingston 
did pull one back with 5 mins 
remaining but in the end Alloa 

ran out worthy winners against a 
team a tier above them. 

FIXTURE:
16’S AND 18’S V DUNDEE FC
INDODRILL STADIUM
14/01/2024
11AM & 1-15PM KO

On behalf of all the staff at 
Alloa Youth Phase we wish every-
one a Merry Christmas & a Happy 
New Year
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MONTROSE
The Gable Endies

Alloa welcomes Mon-
trose to the Indodrill 
for a festive affair in the 
race for the play-offs. 
Both teams have put 
themselves in a strong 
position around the 
halfway point and today 
could go a long way 
into boosting either’s 
play-off bid. The visitors 
currently sit in 4th 
position on 23 points, 
however, 2 spaces and 
2 points behind are 
the Wasps, making this 
afternoon a huge game 
before Christmas. Mon-
trose have always been 
well equipped to mount 
a play-off push, but last 
season did fall below 
their high standards. 
The Mo finished 7th, 9 

points behind the Wasps 
who took the final spot 
in 4th. This season has 
seen them return to the 
form we know they are 
capable of, and it has 
added to the extremely 
tight battle for places in 
the top 4.

THE BOSS –  
STEWART PETRIE

The opposition will 
be led by long-serving 
manager, Stewart Petrie. 
The left-winger began 
his career at Forfar 
in 1989 but it was at 
Dunfermline that he 
found a home playing 
there for 10 years across 
the centuries. He is 
best remembered for 

scoring a crucial goal in 
the penultimate game 
of the 1995–96 season 
which effectively won 
Dunfermline the league 
championship and with 
it promotion back to 
the Scottish Premier 
League. His managerial 
career started in interim 
fashion at Forfar filling 
in for the departed Dick 
Campbell in 2015, a year 
later he would move to 
Montrose to take the 
top job permanently 
and has been there ever 
since. That time frame 
makes him the 2nd long-
est serving manager in 
the SPFL, behind Dougie 
Samuel of Spartans. He 
overtook Dick Campbell 
at Arbroath in recent 

FOUNDED
1879
GROUND
Links Park,
Montrose
TOP HONOURS
Scottish League One*
Winners: 1984-85
Runners Up: 1990-91
Scottish League 2* 
Winners: 2017-18
Runners-up: 1994-95
Forfarshire Cup
Winners: 10

*includes equivalent competitions
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weeks and was rumoured to 
potentially be making the switch 
to Gayfield, however, he remains 
at Links Park with his objectives 
firmly remaining a second pro-
motion with Montrose.

THE CAPTAIN –  
PAUL WATSON

Montrose will be led by expe-
rienced midfielder, Paul Watson. 
Now 38-years-old Watson has 
entered his 12th year at Links 
Park and has cemented himself 
in Montrose history for his 
contribution to the club. Watson 
originally joined Montrose on 
the verge of dropping into the 
Highland League. Since then, he 
was led the side to a League 2 
title win and a team fighting for 
promotion into Scotland’s 2nd 
tier. With well over 300 appear-
ances, he is the club’s current 
2nd longest serving player and 
still has ambitions to keep pro-
gressing with the Mo. Watson 
has 19 appearances and 3 goals 
in all competitions this season, 
including a 91st minute winner 

in the sides last meeting, which 
finished 2-1 to Montrose.

NEW BOY – KANE HESTER

Out of all the summer signings 
there was one in particular that 
caught the eye across the lower 
leagues. Kane Hester was highly 
sought after in the summer with 
many clubs, especially in the 
Angus area, all putting in lucrative 
bids to try securing his services. 
This was down to his impressive 

career at Elgin City, which includ-
ed 84 goals in his 160 appearanc-
es. 29 of those goals came just 
last season. It took a club record 
fee to get this one over the line 
for Montrose as he signed a 
3-year-deal at Links Park. Hester 
has 8 goals in all competitions 
this season, however, his last 
goal did come at the beginning 
of November in a 5-1 thumping 
over Edinburgh City.

ONE TO WATCH – 
SEAN DILLON

The Wasps normally focuses 
this section on the top goal scorer 
or tricky winger; however, it is 
hard to look past the command-
ing nature of experienced de-
fender, Sean Dillon. Dublin-born 
centre half is most known for his 
time at Tannadice for Dundee 
United where he played between 
2007 and 2017. During that time 
he won a Scottish Cup and a 
Scottish League Challenge Cup 
for the Tangerines. In 2017, he 
made the move to Links Park as a 
player-coach and ever since it has 
been a match made in heaven. 

BY KIEREN MOONEY

CONTINUED ON P32

*includes equivalent competitions
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That season, Dillon didn’t miss 
a game as his side stormed to 
the title and individually, he 
scooped the League’s Player of 
the Year Award. Still a crucial 
part of the Montrose side, he 
scooped a whole host of individ-
ual awards at the club’s award 
ceremony last season at the 
age of 40. This season he has 
notched over 20 appearances, 
only missing 2 games, and in 
the most recent victory taking 
the captain’s armband from 
Watson who was on the bench.

THE CONNECTION

Montrose are one of the few 
sides in the league that do not 
have any ex-Wasps in their cur-
rent squad. A few players in the 
last 5 years who have played 

at Links Park with somewhat of 
an Alloa connection are former 
youth product, Russell McLean, 
and former loanees Mohammed 
Niang and Euan Henderson. The 
2016/17 for Montrose, the year 
before their league success, had 
both Scott Hynd playing there 
on loan and former defender, 
Michael Bolochoweckyj, part of 
the squad. Similar to the visitors, 
there is nothing to recognise for 
Montrose fans in the current 
Alloa squad.

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The sides first match up of 
the season ended in heartbreak 
for Alloa following Paul Watson’s 
last-minute winner to take all the 
points in a 2-1 victory. That goal 
followed an opener from Blair 

Lyons and an equaliser from Ally 
Roy. Last season Alloa had an 
excellent record against the Mo, 
winning 3 and drawing 1. The 
final one of those was the day 
secured a play-off spot with a 
resounding 4-0 win at Links Park, 
goals from Kevin Cawley, Murray 
Miller, and a brace from Conor 
Sammon. The last game here at 
the Indodrill was February 2023 
where an Adam King solitary 
strike for the Wasps was enough 
to win the game 1-0. Prior to 
that it was late drama in Alloa’s 
favour as they came out 2-1 
winners in September 2022. 
Goals from George Stanger and 
Blair Lyons had the sides equal 
heading into the dying embers. 
Brad Rodden minutes from the 
end would strike home to bag all 
the points for Alloa.
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Join the nation 
and cinch it.
Mileage restrictions and terms apply.  
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PREVIOUS MEETINGS

BRIAN ROACH

In the first meeting of the 
clubs this season back in 
October, Montrose recorded a 
2-1 victory, which ended Alloa’s 
long unbeaten league record at 
Links Park. Prior to this, Alloa’s 
unbeaten record as visitors 
stretched back to October 1988. 
There were obviously long 
periods where the clubs did not 
compete in the same division. 
But taking this into account, 
Alloa still did not taste defeat 
there in 15 league matches.

Alloa’s home record against 
today’s opponents is almost 
as impressive, and the Gable 
Endies can claim Alloa as their 
bogey team in more recent 
times in their history. Montrose 
have not left Alloa with a victory 
since March 1995. The 1994/95 
season was a memorable one 
for our opponents, as they 
achieved promotion to Division 

2 after finishing runners-up 
to champions Forfar Athletic, 
13 points ahead of Alloa, who 
finished the campaign in fifth 
position.

Montrose was back in Division 
3 with Alloa by the 1996/97 
season. The Wasps were on the 
ascendancy, having recruited 
manager Tom Hendrie along-
side a plethora of excellent play-
ers who would go on to become 
legends of the club. Alloa would 
achieve a clean sweep of do-
mestic wins over Montrose over 
the next two campaigns. A Peter 
Dwyer double at Links Park in 
August 1996 continued Alloa’s 
excellent start to that campaign 
as they picked up a 2-1 victory. 
In the return match at Recre-
ation Park in October, Colin 
McGlashan gave the visitors an 
early lead, but goals from Willie 
Irvine, Paul McAneny, and Jimmy 

Gilmour won the game for 
Alloa. Just like today, the clubs 
faced each other the weekend 
before Christmas in 1996, on 
this occasion at Links Park. Irvine 
and Dwyer (2) were again on the 
scoresheet, their goals bookend-
ed by Nick Ingram and Kevin 
Tindall of Montrose in a five-goal 
thriller. An early Willie Irvine goal 
settled the final meeting of the 
clubs in April.

The following season was a 
memorable one for Alloa, as 
they built on their solid previous 
campaign to win the Third 
Division for the first time in their 
history. Montrose rocked up to 
Recreation Park in September 
1997 and were soundly defeat-
ed 5-1. A first-half double from 
Stuart Mackay was followed by 
goals from Miller Mathieson, 
Willie Irvine, and a Craig Mailer 
own goal. McGlashan was again 
on target for Montrose, but his 
goal was a mere consolation 
with five minutes remaining. 
Irvine and Mackay got the goals 
in a 2-0 November win at Mon-
trose, but it was a closer game 
at The Recs in March. Irvine 
and young Martin Cameron 
had Alloa in a commanding 
lead, but McGlashan continued 
his scoring record against the 
Wasps by pulling one back from 
the penalty spot. Rod Wylie 
appeared to earn the visitors a 
point with nine minutes remain-
ing, but Cameron quickly broke 
away from the restart to restore 
Alloa’s lead and ensure victory. 
The following month, Alloa 
completed the clean sweep at 
Links, marching towards the 
championship with a 3-0 win, 
a double by Paul Simpson in 
addition to another from the 
mercurial Irvine.
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The clubs did not compete 
in the same division again for 
eleven seasons. They did meet 
in the Scottish Cup in late 2005; 
a struggling Alloa team edged 
out Montrose 1-0 with a Jamie 
Stevenson goal. This earned Alloa 
a tie against Premier League Liv-
ingston, where the Wasps would 
produce a significant upset. In 
2011, Alloa found themselves 
relegated to the bottom tier, 
where incoming manager Paul 
Hartley began construction of a 
new Alloa squad. Their attractive 
brand of passing football initially 
came at the expense of some 
erratic behavior in defense, as 
the new players looked to gel 
and settle. This resulted in an 
absolute thriller between Alloa 
and Montrose in late September, 
reasonably early in the campaign. 
Alloa took an early lead through 
a Ryan McCord penalty before 
Alan Campbell equalized for the 
visitors. Kevin Cawley restored 
Alloa’s lead, but again this was 
canceled out—on this occasion 
by Martin Boyle—as the teams 
were level at the break. But sec-
ond-half goals from Kevin Cawley 
and Ben Gordon sealed an Alloa 
win. Alloa was fortunate to leave 
Links Park with a point on a cold 
December afternoon—Ben Gor-
don equalizing late on after Scott 
Johnstone’s early goal. In January, 
it took very late goals by Stevie 
May and Ross McKinnon to pick 
up the victory as Alloa topped 
the table. And they all but sealed 
the league championship with 
an away victory in late March—
despite going down to ten men 
early on. Ryan Harding was red 
carded with 17 minutes gone 
after clearing out Martin Boyle, 
who was clean through on goal. 
But the Wasps got their reward 
with a dubious penalty with ten 
minutes remaining—when Stevie 
May was adjudged to have been 
fouled. Alan Campbell also saw 

red for this offense, and Ryan 
McCord put Alloa ahead before 
adding to his tally minutes later 
to seal the points. Alloa finished 
the season as Third Division 
champions.

A further nine-year gap 
followed, as Alloa spent much of 
the next decade in the Scot-
tish Championship in a very 
successful era for the club. They 
met in a couple of League Cup 
Group stages though, with both 
games taking place in Angus. In 
2016, Greig Spence and Isaac 
Layne gave Alloa a 2-0 win, but 
Montrose finally picked up a win 
the following season in the same 
competition—Iain Flannigan 
scored for Alloa late on, but they 
didn’t deserve to take anything 
on the night after Kerr Hay and 
Paul Watson had given the hosts 
a pretty commanding lead.

In 2021, Alloa was freshly 
relegated, while Montrose had 
enjoyed a successful period un-
der manager Stewart Petrie. They 
faced each other in the League 

One campaign. Alloa’s early-sea-
son form was patchy, but they 
maintained their excellent record 
at Links Park—with two excellent 
goals from Mohammed Sena 
Niang and Adam King leading 
to the three points. Back here 
in November, Alloa were two in 
front, both goals coming from 
Mark Durnan headers. But a 
late double from Matt Allan gave 
Montrose a point .The clubs 
shared the points again at Links 
Park in the New Year, with Liam 
Callaghan and Steven Boyd 
scoring for either team. But in the 
campaign’s final afternoon, Alloa 
coasted to victory in something 
of a meaningless affair. Mon-
trose, having qualified for the 
promotion play-offs, took the 
lead through a Graham Webster 
penalty, which saw current Alloa 
manager Andy Graham sent for 
an early bath. But ten-man Alloa 
won convincingly thanks to four 
goals from Euan Henderson—
signing off his loan spell in style. 
Last season, Alloa achieved two 
home wins over Montrose

1. WHICH EX DUNDEE UNITED PLAYER AND MANAGER DID STEW-
ART PETRIE SUCCEED AS MONTROSE MANAGER IN 2016?

2. WHEN IT COMES TO THE SCOTLAND NATIONAL TEAM, NAME 
THE UNIQUE FACTOR THAT EX WASPS PETER GRANT AND STEVIE 
MAY HAVE IN COMMON?

3. NAME THE TWO SCOTTISH CLUBS WHO COMPETED IN THE 
NOW DEFUNCT INTERTOTO CUP BETWEEN 1995 AND 2009?

4. WHICH CURRENT PLAYER, FORMERLY OF RANGERS AND 
DUNDEE UNITED, HAS THE HIGHEST GOAL RECORD IN A SINGLE 
CAMPAIGN IN THE SCOTTISH THIRD TIER- WITH A FINAL SEA-
SON TALLY OF 32 GOALS

5. NAME THE ENGLISH PREMIERSHIP CLUBS BASED ON THEIR 
CURRENT SHIRT SPONSOR BY THE FOLLOWING GAMBLING 
FIRMS- SBOTOP, STAKE.COM, BETWAY, KAIYUN SPORTS, 
DAFABET, BK8

6. NAME THE TOP 5 FRENCH SCORERS IN ENGLISH PREMIERSHIP 
HISTORY (1992 ONWARDS)

ANSWERS PAGE 37

HT QUIZ
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QUIZ  
ANWERS
1. PAUL HEGARTY

2. BOTH MADE THEIR INTER-
NATIONAL DEBUT AGAINST 
ENGLAND

3. PARTICK THISTLE (1995), 
DUNDEE (2001)

4. NICKY CLARK (QUEEN OF THE 
SOUTH 2012/13)

5. FULHAM, EVERTON, WEST 
HAM, NOTTINGHAM FOREST, 
BOURNEMOUTH, ASTON VILLA

6. THIERRY HENRY (175), NICO-
LAS ANELKA (125), OLIVIER 
GIROUD (90), LUIS SAHA (84), 
ERIC CANTONA (70)



ALLOA ATHLETIC MONTROSE

REFEREE: Stewart Luke ASST: Paul McAvinue & Brent Falconer

MANAGER ANDY GRAHAM

ALLOA’S NEXT FIVE

MANAGER STEWART PETRIE






