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9 Coalgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire, FK10 1EH   
bookings@baraldos.uk    

01259 729 243

RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259215643

We collect and deliver

Official laundry partners of 
Alloa Athletic FC 

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753
woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team 
every success for the coming season! 

Bedford Place, 
Church Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259 216586

• Brakes
• Parts & spares
• Accessories

• Batteries
• Exhausts
• Tyres
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vGOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

BRIAN RICE
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS
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AFTER A SMASH  
& GRAB IN DUMFRIES

BRIAN RICE

The game lasts ninety  
minutes you’ve got to 
keep going to the end. 
That’s what I said to the 
players.

We didn’t play well 
but we’ve scraped a 
point and that keeps the 
good wee run that we’re 
on going.

We hung in there 
and showed great spirit 
despite not playing the 

way we wanted to but 
to come down here and  
get a point, I’m delight-
ed with the result.

They had a gale force 
wind behind them in 
the first half, so it was 
difficult but Queens 
are a good team. We 
needed to hang on 
and got our not-so just 
rewards because we 
put the ball in the box. 

We were aiming to do 
that today but up until 
the last ten minutes we 
didn’t manage it.

Jay Hogarth has made 
a couple of good saves 
but he’s at fault for the 
first goal. It was a poor 
decision from him but 
he’s learning. He doesn’t 
let it affect him and 
you can see that from 
the really good saves 

he’s made at 1-0. It’s all 
about learning for these 
young players.

Ross MacIver is good 
in the air. We can see 
that week in, week out. 
He’s got on the end of 
a fantastic delivery by 
Daniel Church for the 
goal. Very pleasing note 
to end the game on 
and take a point up the 
road.
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NEWSDESK

JOHN GLENCROSS

Welcome back to 
the Indodrill Stadium 
for our nineth league 
fixture in this season’s 
Cinch League One and 
our fifth home league 
match, today against 
Dunfermline Athletic 
FC as we enter the 
second quarter of the 
season, we welcome 
James McPake, Dave 
MacKay and Alan Main 
as the management 
team, the directors, 
players and fans of 
Dunfermline Athletic 
FC. “The Pars” currently 
sit top of Cinch League 
One on 16 points at the 

start of the week, prior 
to the two midweek 
Cinch League One 
fixtures - Montrose v. 
Airdrie & FC Edinburgh 
v. Peterhead, however 
Dunfermline Athletic 
will be disappointed 
to have dropped two 
points last Saturday 
against Peterhead 
losing two late goals 
and will want to bounce 
back today. This will be 
our third encounter this 
season having won 5-4 
on penalties after 1-1 
in Premier Sports Cup 
and the following week 
lost 1-0 at East End Park 

to a wind assisted goal. 
Brian Rice and his team 
are currently on a five 
game unbeaten run and 
will go into this game 
looking to win the three 
points to keep “The 
Wasps” in a challenging 
position in the League 
table.

Congratulations to 
goalkeeper Jay Hogarth, 
who is currently on 
loan to the club from 
Rangers, he was named 
in Scott Gemmill’s 
Scotland U21 squad 
for the double header 
with Northern Ireland, 

firstly on Thursday 22nd 
September at Danny 
Blanchflower Stadium, 
Belfast, which the Young 
Scots won 3-1 and then 
on Sunday 25th Sep-
tember when he made 
his Under 21 debut at 
the Simple Digital Arena, 
Paisley, the game ended 
1-1 draw.

Kieran Offord, who 
is currently on loan 
to the club from St. 
Mirren was included in 
the Scotland Under 19 
squad which took part 
in friendly tournament 
in Slovenia. Kieran came 
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off the bench after 62m 
v. Croatia, then made 
his Under 19 debut v. 
Malta scoring twice in 
3-1 victory before again 
coming on as second 
half substitute v. USA 
after 65m in the final 
game, congratulations.

Steve Jauncey and 
2 friends are travelling 
from Reading to watch 
today’s game against 
Dunfermline Athletic. 
One of his party, Vic 
Herridge has sponsored 
players for the last 
couple of seasons, cur-
rently he sponsors Mark 
Durnan’s home top , the 
trip is part celebration 
for his 70th birthday.

Alloa’s Women’s team 
but history last week 
when they played their 
first ever Women’s 
Scottish Cup tie, making 
their debut against a 
very strong unbeaten 
Harmony Row Women’s 
side who on the day 
won by five goals to nil. 
Alloa Athletic X Energy 
Law , a huge thank you 
to @elu_llp for renewing 
their Academy spon-
sorship for the 2022/23 
season. Our U18 and 
U20 squads debuted 
the new strips last week-
end @AlloaAthAcademy

Alloa Athletic support-
ers should be aware of 
a new rescheduled date 
for the away match v. 
Falkirk, which was due 
on 10th September, 
2022, but has now been 
rearranged for Tuesday 
18th October, Kick-Off 
7.45pm at the Falkirk 
Stadium.

The History of Alloa 
Athletic book, which 
celebrates the club’s 
100 years in the Scottish 
League, Over 660 pages 
in A4 size covering 
League Tables, Results, 
and Player Appearances 
since the club joined the 
Scottish League in 1921. 
The book will be sold 
via the club with profits 
going directly into the 
club. The book will be 
on sale at Waterstones 
Retail Price £ 40. How-
ever the book can be 
ordered direct from the 
club for £ 29.95. Orders 
can be placed directly 
on the club website 
alloaathletic.co.uk vis-
iting the club shop and 
placing order.

Wasps 2000 Draw - 
Week 39 1st October, 
2022

£ 100 0642 J.Rough 

£ 50 0394 A.Edgar 
£ 25 0779 M.McKenzie 
£ 25 0161 P.Dunne 
£ 25 0254 S.Frew

SPFL TRUST TROPHY 
Round 4 FIXTURES 
NOW CONFIRMED

The draw for the 4th 
Round of this season’s 
SPFL Trust Trophy was 
made on Tuesday with 
Alloa Athletic been 
drawn to face Queen of 
the south at home on 
the weekend of 10th / 
11th December, 2022. 
The Full Draw was:-

Alloa Athletic v. Queen 
of the South

Arbroath v. Dun-
fermline Athletic or 
Celtic B

Elgin City v. Clyde

Falkirk v. Dundee

Hamilton Accies or 
Rangers B v. Inverness 
CT

Kelty Hearts v. Linfield

Raith Rovers v. 
Greenock Morton

Queen’s Park v. Mon-
trose

Games Outstanding 
Rangers B v Hamil-
ton Academical on 
8th November and 
Dunfermline Athletic 
v. Celtic B on 15th 
November, 2022

Alloa Athletic fixtures 
for December will 
be - 3rd December 
Montrose (A), 10th 
December Queen of 
the South (H) TBC, 17th 
December Falkirk (H), 
24th December Clyde 
(A) and 2nd Jan 2023 
Kelty Hearts (H)
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QUEEN OF THE SOUTH ALLOA ATHLETIC1:1
(1:0)

SCORERS
1:042’Reilly

REFEREE: Callum Scott

1st October 2022
Palmerston Park, Dumfries

3:00pm KO

1:1 87’ MacIver



14

DUNFERMLINE PETERHEAD2:2
(0:0)

SCORERS
1:067’Breen

REFEREE: Barry Cook

1st October 2022
East End Park, Dunfermline

3:00pm KO

2:084’Todorov
2:1 87’ Brown
1:2 94’ Hewitt
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UNEARTHING HIDDEN GEMS

JONATHAN MARKWELL

One of the most 
pleasing aspects of 
Alloa’s first quarter 
of the season has 
undoubtedly been the 
emergence of summer 
signing Bradley Rodden. 
The 26 year old has so 
far scored six goals, with 
five of those in the cinch 
League One. Given that 
all but two of Rodden’s 
league appearances 
have come off the 
bench, that equates to 
a goal every forty-nine 
minutes played, which 
is a phenomenal strike-
rate at any level. When 
you also factor in that 

Rodden also has two 
assists to his name, it all 
adds up to a start to the 
season which will prob-
ably go beyond even his 
own expectations given 
this is his first taste of 
football in the SPFL.

Rodden’s career up 
to joining the Wasps 
exclusively involved 
appearances in the jun-
iors. Whilst he has been 
on the books of both 
Livingston and Stirling 
Albion in the past, Brad-
ley never made a senior 
appearance for either 
side and instead his list 
of former clubs include 

Possilpark YMCA, Kil-
birnie Ladeside (who his 
dad Derek also played 
for), Wishaw (on loan 
from Stirling), Drum-
chapel United, Ashfield 
and latterly Rossvale. 
After only joining in 
November, Rodden was 
actually the joint top 
goalscorer at Rossvale 
last season but he 
couldn’t prevent them 
being relegated from 
the West of Scotland 
Premier Division after 
finishing a lowly 18th 
out of 20 teams.

Rodden bravely put 
himself forward for the 
PFA Showcase and Exit 
Trial last May and it was 
there where he caught 
Brian Rice’s eye. The 
Alloa manager said he 
saw something a bit dif-
ferent in Rodden, which 
persuaded him to invite 
him in for pre-season 
training. Rodden cer-
tainly impressed in the 
pre-season friendlies, 
putting in energetic dis-
plays and scoring three 
goals as “Trialist #10” to 
earn himself a year long 
deal with the Wasps. On 
signing, Rice cited his 
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energy, enthusiasm and 
work-rate as qualities 
Rodden would bring 
to the team. Bradley 
himself echoed those 
comments a week later 
when speaking with the 
Alloa Advertiser’s Ciaran 
Vance, with his deter-
mination and desire to 
get goals and assists ev-
ident. Rodden’s signing 
is a bit of a throwback 
to past decades in the 
game, where an ‘eye 
test’ from a manager 
leads to a trial and then 
a contract. Nowadays, 
football recruitment, at 
least at the top level and 
increasingly filtering 
down the game, seems 
to be more about 
analytics, show-reels 
and agents, with more 
traditional scouting 
networks now more of 
a secondary element. 
Sometimes the simple 
approach of a manager 
spotting a player can be 
just as effective!

For me, it is Rodden’s 
undeniable hunger to 
succeed at a higher 
level which is so refresh-
ing. It is immediately no-
ticeable from watching 
Bradley’s performances 
so far that his desire is 
second to none, from 
chasing lost causes, 
closing down the 
opposing goalkeepers 
and giving defenders 
not a minute’s peace. 
His second goal versus 
Kelty epitomised those 
qualities by chasing 
down a lofted ball head-
ing to the goalkeeper 
and applying enough 
pressure to force a mis-
take which he gleefully 

profited from. For any 
defender a Waspish 
forward who never lets 
you settle is often the 
most challenging, with 
Rodden being Alloa’s 
first line of defence with 
his high-pressing.

However, all the 
off-the-ball qualities 
shouldn’t mask Rod-
den’s quality on the ball 
either. There’s always 
something more elo-
quent about left-footed 
players and Rodden has 
that poise and quality 
in abundance, with his 
finishing as a whole 
appearing more natural 
than many strikers 
at this level. He’s also 
typically cool in front 
of goal (his pre-season 
strikes against Cum-
bernauld Colts and the 
right-footed winner ver-
sus Montrose being the 
best examples) and has 
that tremendous knack 
of being in the right 
place at the right time 
to sniff out a goal being 
welcome (for example 
his close-range opener 
at Clyde). Furthermore, 
although I wouldn’t 
suggest that heading is 
a particular strength in 
Rodden’s armoury, he 
already has two headed 
goals to his name (his 
first competitive goal 
against Buckie and his 
maiden league goal 
against Kelty). Finally, 
Rodden clearly has a 
feisty streak, which if 
channelled correctly is 
to be encouraged, with 
an over-zealous tackle 
in the first pre-season 
friendly against Partick 
and a challenge which 

earned him a booking 
at Clyde being two 
examples we won’t want 
to see repeated again. 
It’s already been quite 
the journey for Bradley, 
from the juniors and 
being plucked from the 
PFA showcase game to 
being the joint second 
top goalscorer so far this 
season in cinch League 
One. Hopefully Rodden 
can continue that work 
ethos which has served 
him so well so far in 
the months to come, as 
doing so will only benefit 
both player and club.

Perhaps the emer-
gence of Rodden will 
persuade Brian Rice 
and other lower league 
managers to scout 
the lower echelons of 
footballing pyramid for 
other hidden gems? It is 
admittedly not a route 
that the Wasps have 
ventured down for at 
least a decade, with the 
last Alloa player emerg-

ing from the juniors and 
making a significant 
impact on the first team 
being Eddie Ferns, who 
Paul Hartley signed from 
Blochairn Star (of the 
Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur 
League) in September 
2012. Ferns went onto 
make over a century 
of appearances for the 
Wasps although over 83 
of his 102 games were 
from the bench! Prior to 
that, there were other 
success stories for the 
Wasps, most notably the 
transformation of Mar-
tin Cameron from an 
Edinburgh park player 
into a £100,000 depar-
ture to Bristol Rovers 
in under 3 years back 
in 2000. Former Alloa 
striker Greig Spence is 
well placed to comment 
on the strength of the 
game under the SPFL 
level, having dropped 
down to play for 
enjoyment at Hillfield 
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Swifts at the start of 
last season. The 4-spell 
Wasp reckons there 
is a wealth of talented 
hungry players at lower 
levels who could step 
up, with many probably 
looking on at Rodden as 
a fine example to seek 
to emulate.

Considering this from 
a slightly wider angle, 
for a club like Alloa I 
consider there to be 
roughly seven different 
approaches to recruit-
ment, namely:

– experienced players 
dropping out of full-
time football

– youngsters released 
from top clubs

– the loan market

– those capable of 
making the step up 
from League Two or 
the lower reaches of 
League One

– promoting players 
from the youth set up

– plucking trialists 
from down south or 
across the world

– unearthing gems 
from the juniors

In reality, most 
teams at League One 
level will seek to use a 
combination of all these 
approaches as the low-
est risk strategy, which 
is most likely to mould a 
squad which comprises 
all the necessary com-
ponents for a successful 
season. If one strand is 
utilised too heavily it is 
more likely to fall down. 
Just look at Stenhouse-
muir signing virtually 
half the BSC Glasgow 
squad at the beginning 
of last season, following 
manager Stephen Swift 
but just a year later ,only 
a few of those recruits 
are still at Ochilview. 
Another example would 
be Falkirk, who in recent 
seasons have (unfortu-
nately for them) been 
a shining example of 
poor recruitment with 
Hartley’s English trialist 
experiment not working 
(in a similar vein to his 
over-reliance on Scottish 
signings for Hartlepool 
this summer contribut-
ing to his spell at Victoria 
Park ending before the 
end of September) and 
an over-reliance on sign-
ing over the hill ‘names’ 
from bigger clubs who 

had the pedigree but 
not the required hunger 
to succeed at League 
One level. This season 
Peterhead are taking a 
different approach, with 
traditional signing strate-
gies being more difficult 
for a variety of reasons 
(as openly revealed by 
their chairman recently), 
meaning in recent 
weeks the Blue Toon 
have signed a Ugandan, 
an Egyptian, a Ghanaian 
and a Dutchman as they 
strive to field a winning 
team – time will tell as to 
whether that approach 
proves to be successful. 
There are of course 
notable exceptions to 
the general rule, most 
famously when Clyde 
cleared their entire 
squad in 1998 under Al-
lan Maitland and instead 
recruited solely from the 
juniors, shaping a squad 
which went onto have 
great success.

With Alloa’s scouting 
network understandably 
not being able to be as 
extensive as others, the 
Wasps recruitment has 

largely been a combina-
tion of young players re-
leased from the biggest 
teams in the country 
(with the most obvious 
success stories in the 
past decade being Scott 
Bain and Calum Waters, 
although for every Bain 
and Waters there is a 
Reece Willison and Edin 
Lynch), players dropping 
down from the full-time 
game and the all-im-
portant loan market. 
Two strands which have 
been less well used has 
been unearthing gems 
from the juniors and 
utilising players from the 
youth set up. Brian Rice 
has refreshingly shown 
a willingness to give 
both a genuine chance 
so far this season. Possi-
bly Rodden’s successes 
so far will lead to a more 
concerted effort to 
utilise the junior strand 
of recruitment, and if 
others turn out half as 
well as Rodden has so 
far there will be more 
hits than misses for the 
Wasps.
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FICKLE FOOTBALL IN 
THE FIRST DIVISION

DONALD POLLOCK

The clocks were to go 
back in early October 
1922 but as the days 
grew shorter and darker 
all was sweetness and 
light for Alloa followers. 
The Wasps had begun 
their debut season in 
Scotland’s top flight with 
defeats against Rangers 
and Celtic, games which 
had brought plenty of 
plaudits but no points. 
A fighting draw at 
Brockville got Alloa off 
the mark and the Wasps 
had followed it up with 
a win over St Mirren in 
Paisley and a 1-1 draw 
with Motherwell. Then 

came the sensational 
news of the return of 
Willie Crilley, Alloa’s goal 
machine of the previous 
season agreeing to 
come back to the Recs 
just four months after 
leaving for Celtic. With 
Crilley back in attack Al-
loa had defeated league 
leaders Airdrie 2-0 at 
Broomfield, this despite 
finishing with 10 men 
after the returning hero 
limped off. “Perhaps the 
very thought of Crilley 
on the field spurred the 
other players on, and 
when this boy was hurt, 
their idea of revenge 

was to give Airdrie a 
great defeat – and they 
did it! The forwards 
played great and the 
defence was stupen-
dous and superb”, 
the local Devon Valley 
Tribune had enthused. 
Alloa were four games 
unbeaten in the league, 
looking very much 
at home in the First 
Division and they had 
their talisman back. But 
for that injury sustained 
by Crilley, these were 
heady times indeed for 
the Wasps.

There were serious 
tests ahead as Alloa 

now had a quickfire 
double header at the 
Recs against Hearts and 
Aberdeen. Crilley was 
still suffering from the 
knock against Airdrie 
and didn’t appear 
against the Jambos. 
He was missed as the 
Wasps dominated the 
first half in front of 9000 
fans but were unable to 
score, their best chance 
coming when Tully Craig 
drove an effort against 
the crossbar. There was 
a blow on the restart 
as Headrick went off 
injured and shortly after 
White fired Hearts into 

PICTURED ORROCK  
& MCINALLY
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the lead. A patched up 
Headrick reappeared 
but White soon added 
a second, before 
completing his hat-trick 
from the spot. The 
Dundee Evening Tel-
egraph reported that 
“It was a curious game 
in that for 50 minutes 
Alloa had monopolised 
the play, confining their 
opponents to their goal 
area”. “Hearts victory 
flattered them. Alloa 
played the better foot-
ball”, added the Sunday 
Post, but while Alloa 
fans rued the absence 
of Crilley to make that 
possession count, the 
final score of 3-0 was 
pretty convincing.

There was no rest 
for the Wasps with Ab-
erdeen arriving in town 
on holiday Monday. 
Orrock, McInally and 
Crilley were all out in-
jured. Burns, the young 

striker signed to replace 
Crilley before the wee 
man’s return, was back 
in the team. Burns was 
yet to score for Alloa and 
with added competition 
for places in attack at the 
Recs the pressure was 
on. Could he take his op-
portunity with Crilley out 
injured? Alas for Alloa, it 
was the league leading 
Dons who grabbed the 
lead midway through 
the first-half, Thomson 
heading home from a 
corner. They finished 
Alloa off just after the 
hour mark, Middleton 
with another header as 
Aberdeen won 2-0. The 
Aberdeen Daily Journal 
reported that Alloa were 
“unfortunate not to 
score”. Cochrane and 
Quinn were picked out 
as effective attackers 
but it was felt that the 
forward line “lacked a 
leader”. Alloa fans would 
surely have pointed out 

that he was sitting in 
the stand. The Aber-
deen paper also noted 
that the Wasps were a 
“rather diminutive side, 
and physically at least 
are at a disadvantage 
with most of the Scottish 
League First Division 
teams”.

Back to back home 
defeats with no goals 
scored and five con-
ceded had rather burst 
Alloa’s balloon after the 
optimism of the return 
of Crilley and the win at 
Airdrie. It was report-
ed that “Supporters 
of the club are much 
disappointed and many 
hard things are being 
said both of players 
and those in authority”. 
Nothing new about the 
fickleness of football 
fans, it would seem. 
There were grounds for 
optimism with the news 
that “Crilley’s leg is heal-

ing rapidly now” and 
that Orrock might also 
be back in defence for 
the trip to Kilmarnock. 
On the eve of the game 
the press recalled the 
last game between the 
sides when Killie had 
seen off the Wasps at 
the Recs in the Scottish 
Cup. Having gone in 
front, Killie “proceeded 
to kick the ball out 
of bounds at every 
opportunity”. Kicking for 
touch had worked for 
the Ayrshire men and 
the ploy had apparently 
gained notoriety as “a 
Kilmarnock trick”.

The Wasps had been 
warned as they targeted 
a win to try and escape 
the lower reaches of 
the table. More on 
the trip to Killie and 
the subsequent home 
match against Dundee 
in the next edition of 
The Wasp.
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A FAN’S VIEW

BRIAN ROACH

It was a return to the 
domestic league last Sat-
urday following a fruitful 
triple header of interna-
tionals, where Scotland 
obviously prevailed to 
win their Nations League 
group. There was nice 
little trip to Poland in 
amongst that. I was get-
ting accustomed to their 
£1.20 a pint prices before 
a jolt back to reality and 
£6 beers at London 
Gatwick on the return 
journey. Still, it was a 
great outcome with 
some good times ahead 
to look forward to on the 
international front.

Of course, Alloa’s 
participation in the SPFL 
Trust Trophy was shoe-
horned in between these 
international fixtures. 
The fixture experienced 
a welcome shift to the 

Friday night- avoiding 
any potential scheduling 
clashes with the Scotland 
vs Ireland game the 
following evening. Alloa 
made nine changes to 
the starting eleven from 
the previous league win 
over Montrose. Willie 
Muir made his compet-
itive debut in goal, and 
there were starts for 
Paul McLaren, Steven Bu-
chanan, Luke Donnelly, 
Adam King and Murray 
Miller. Airdrie also 
rested a few first team 
regulars as both clubs 
approached the game 
with a similar mindset. 
Whilst the fixture had a 
reduction of importance 
in contrast to a league 
encounter, it worked to 
the benefit of the specta-
cle which was open and 
entertaining. The visitors 
were the better side in 

the first half. They played 
the game with a high 
tempo and created 3 or 
4 really good chances- 
Diamonds striker Calum 
Gallagher was a frequent 
danger to the Alloa back 
line. Alloa didn’t really 
get going in the opening 
period for long spells- 
with glimpses on goal 
restricted to errors from 
Airdrie trying to be a bit 
too clever when playing 
out from the back. How-
ever, in the closing min-
utes before the break 
Alloa created the best 
chance of the half. Andy 
Graham’s long ball found 
Bradley Rodden wide on 
the right, and he found 
Luke Donnelly in space, 
but his header was saved 
when it seemed certain 
Alloa would open the 
scoring.

Alloa had soaked up 
a lot of Airdrie’s play 
and gone in at half time 
goalless. I didn’t expect 
Airdrie could keep up 
that tempo all game, and 
the majority of the sec-
ond half belonged to Al-
loa. Manager Brian Rice 
introduced “big hitters” 
from the bench Conor 
Sammon, Kevin Cawley 
and Ross MacIver at stag-
es in the second period 
to try and win the tie. 
Alloa played some terrific 
stuff in the second half- 
with Miller, King, Scougall 
and Cawley excellent 
throughout. And MacIver 
frequently got Alloa up 
the pitch- winning head-
ers and very unlucky 
not to get on the score 
sheet. MacIver is a bit of 
an unsung hero in the 
sense that a lot of his 
work can go unnoticed. 
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But there’s definitely a 
reason why the manager 
rarely benches him- his 
contribution to the team 
is significant. Sammon 
passed up a glorious 
chance moments after 
being introduced with 
around 20 minutes 
remaining. MacIver’s 
brilliant 20-yard chip 
struck the inside of the 
post and the ball fell to 
Sammon- the solitary 
player in the penalty 
area. The chance maybe 
arrived too soon for him 
though as he blasted 
his shot over the bar. 
The big striker put it 
right though with 10 
minutes to go- reacting 
quickest in the ensuing 
goalmouth scramble 
from a Cawley corner 
to hammer home from 
close range. It proved 
to be the winner in an 
enjoyable night from a 
supporter perspective. 
The tournament has 
its detractors, and fans 
may have tempted to 
skip this one but those 
attending experienced a 
treat. I think Alloa prob-
ably did edge it based 
on their second half 
display, but there was 
decent football played 
by both teams. Alloa 
received a home draw 
for round 4 facing their 
league opponents from 
last week- Queen of the 
South. I’m expecting a 
similar approach as the 
Airdrie game- with both 
teams utilising their full 
squads and encouraging 
an open game on the 
pitch.

Last weekend Alloa 
returned to league duty 
with a tough game at 
Palmerston Park. Whilst 
it was far from Alloa’s 

best performance of the 
season, at time up it felt 
like a win based on the 
conclusion of the match. 
The manager reverted 
to essentially the line-up 
of the previous league 
encounter- again making 
9 changes to the starting 
11 from the Airdrie cup 
tie. For much of the game 
the hosts were on top, 
as Alloa were over run in 
midfield. A bit of hesitan-
cy between Scot Taggart, 
George Stanger and Jay 
Hogarth allowed Queens 
to open the scoring. But 
overall, I thought these 
3 performed pretty well 
in adversity- particularly 
the young goalkeeper 
who pulled off some fine 
saves to keep the deficit 
to a single goal. Ross 
MacIver again won a lot 
of high balls to take the 
pressure off the back line 
at times, but his influence 
waned a bit in the second 
half as Queens relentless-
ly chased another goal 
to seal the game. That 
didn’t come though- and 
with 2 minutes remaining 
Alloa equalised- a brilliant 
delivery into the area 
from substitute Daniel 

Church was converted 
by MacIver through a 
powerful header. Having 
not robbed the home 
side enough, Alloa then 
had the audacity to push 
for a winner. There was a 
penalty shout when Luke 
Donnelly’s header across 
goal struck a Queens de-
fender, but the replays on 
the highlights did show 
the referee was correct 
and the ball hit the chest 
and not the trailing arm. 
I have liked the look of 
Donnelly in his fleeting 
appearances so far. He 
reminds me a bit of Peter 
Crouch or Georgios Sa-
maras in that sometimes 
his touch and movement 
looks a bit cumbersome 
but effective- defenders 
struggle to predict what 
he is going to do next. 
The share of the spoils 
was probably ill deserved 
from an Alloa perspec-
tive, but it stretched 
Alloa’s unbeaten run to 5 
games. Taking a result on 
an off-day isn’t a bad hab-
it to pick up- and credit to 
the players for hanging 
in there and clinically 
converting the one real 
clear-cut chance created 

in the game.

With FC Edinburgh and 
Falkirk picking up wins, 
Alloa slipped two places 
to 5th in the table. But 
still only 3 points sepa-
rate Alloa from today’s 
opponents and league 
leaders Dunfermline so 
its ridiculously tight at 
the top. The league is 
shaping up to be very 
competitive and unpre-
dictable. Peterhead- who 
looked every inch like 
league whipping boys 
when they came here a 
month ago- have picked 
up 4 points from the last 
2 games including an im-
pressive point at East End 
Park last week. Alloa and 
Dunfermline of course 
met in the season curtain 
raiser, where Dun-
fermline edged a tight 
game. The Pars remain 
unbeaten in the league 
this season, and Brian 
Rice puts everything 
into winning games for 
Alloa- so hopefully this 
afternoon will produce 
another good spectacle 
for the supporters. Enjoy 
the game.
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LOOKING BACK
6TH OCTOBER 1984

ANDREW COCKBURN

The Premier Divi-
sion’s top match was 
undoubtedly at Celtic 
Park, where third-placed 
Celtic hosted leaders/
reigning Champions 
Aberdeen, in front of 
31,418 spectators. And 
a 2-1 win for The Celts 
saw them move into 
second spot, in place 
of fierce local rivals 
Rangers, & just a point 
behind The Dons. Rang-
ers dropped to third 
place after a 0-1 defeat 
at Hearts, fourth-placed 
St. Mirren were 2-0 

victors v struggling Hibs 
at Love Street, while 
Dundee United were 
also victorious on home 
soil, v another of the 
strugglers, Dumbarton, 
and as such retained 
fifth spot. At the other 
end of the table, Morton 
collected only their fifth 
point of the campaign 
so far, from a 1-1 home 
draw with Dundee, 
though The Ton still 
propped up the table. 
But Hearts’ win lifted 
them up two places, The 
Jambos were replaced 

in second-bottom place 
by Hibs, while Dumbar-
ton’s own defeat saw 
them drop to third-bot-
tom position.

In The First Division, 
the day’s top clash 
took place at Broom-
field, where leaders 
Airdrie hosted their 
second-placed Lanark-
shire rivals Motherwell. 
And The Diamonds 
made it four wins on the 
bounce, and without 
having conceded a goal, 
after a 2-0 victory, in 

front of 4,000 onlook-
ers. The Well meantime, 
dropped to third place, 
Clydebank now occu-
pied second position 
after a 2-1 win v Ayr, 
in another top-of-the-
table clash at Kilbowie, 
The Honest Men thus 
slipped from third to 
fourth, while Forfar, 1-0 
home winners v East 
Fife, moved up to fifth 
place. At the other end 
of the table, St. John-
stone’s initial away suc-
cess of the season, 3-2 
at Clyde, moved them 



27



28

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie

up one place off the 
bottom. The Saints were 
replaced by Kilmarnock, 
who suffered a 0-4 ham-
mering at another of the 
strugglers, Meadowbank, 
though who in spite of 
their success remained in 
third-bottom place.

Down in The Second, 
Alloa had made a positive 
start to their bid for an 
immediate return to The 
First Division, and The 
Wasps now made it nine 
league games unbeaten 
since the start of the 
season, with a 3-2 win 
at Stranraer, courtesy of 
goals from Bobby Harris, 

Davie Lloyd & Drew 
Paterson. And Alloa had 
lined up at Stair Park as 
follows: Lowrie, Thomp-
son, Haggart, Thomson, 
Dall, Barr (Harris), 
Paterson, Kelly, Murray, 
Sorbie, Lloyd. Today’s 
visitors Dunfermline 
remained second after 
a 2-0 victory at lowly 
Arbroath, Grant Jenkins 
& John Watson The Pars 
scorers, while Montrose 
retained third spot, 
after they too were suc-
cessful on their travels, 
by 1-0 at Cowdenbeath. 
But there was no joy for 
rock-bottom East Stir-
ling, whose winless start 

to the season continued 
with a 1-2 home reverse 
v Berwick.

South of the border, 
Arsenal were the new 
leaders of The First 
Division, after a 1-0 
home win v Everton. 
The Gunners displaced 
their North London rivals 
Spurs, who dropped to 
third, after a 0-1 defeat at 
Southampton. Notting-
ham Forest retained sec-
ond spot, despite being 
held 1-1 at home by lowly 
Stoke, while in the “base-
ment clash” at Vicarage 
Road, Watford remained 
bottom and winless, after 

a 0-1 home reverse v 
fellow strugglers Cov-
entry. Birmingham City 
still topped The Second 
Division, in spite of a 
0-2 defeat at Brighton, 
though The Blues 
advantage was purely 
on goal difference 
over Portsmouth, who 
moved into second spot 
after a 2-1 victory at 
struggling Cardiff, while 
Blackburn, 3-1 home 
winners v Shrewsbury, 
were now third.
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Hamilton & Brydie Ltd.
Roughcast Chipping Specialists

Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over 
Scotland
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Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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DUNFERMLINE
The Pars

This afternoon we 
welcome table-topping, 
Dunfermline Athletic, 
to the Indodrill for a 
crunch match in Cinch 
League 1. Following a 
disappointing season 
last year, the Pars’ fate 
was sealed with a play-
off defeat to Queen’s 
Park and they were rel-
egated back to the 3rd 
tier of Scottish football. 
Their bid to return at 
the first time of asking 
has started well, howev-
er, with the side being 
the only unbeaten team 
in the division. Having 
played the first quarter 
of the season, barring 
the fixture postpone-
ment, after 4 victories 
and 4 draws, they sit 
a point clear at top. A 

victory for Alloa today 
would seem the Wasps 
join them on 16 points, 
despite sitting in 5th 
before a ball was kicked. 
Thus, emphasising how 
tight the league is in the 
opening quarter.

THE BOSS –  
JAMES MCPAKE

A change at the top 
was required following 
the relegation and John 
Hughes departure from 
the club. Shortly after 
that news broke, they 
made the move to ap-
point James McPake as 
manager of the club on 
a 2-year deal. McPake’s 
only stint in manage-
ment prior to this was 
at Dundee where he 

enjoyed a promotion 
to the Premiership 
via the play-offs in the 
2020-21 season. This 
success also saw him 
earn the SPFL Scottish 
Championship Manager 
of the Year, a fantastic 
achievement in his first 
full season. Despite win-
ning his last two games 
at Dundee, including an 
impressive victory over 
Hearts at Tynecastle, he 
lost his job in the middle 
of February. It only took 
till May to return to 
football with the task of 
replicating his Dundee 
success and securing 
promotion for the Pars.

 
 
 

FOUNDED
1885

GROUND
East End Park,  
Dunfermline

TOP HONOURS
Scottish Cup  
Winners (2) 
Runners-up (3) 
 
League Cup 
Runners-up (3)
 
Championship*  
Winners 
Runners-up (9)

League 1*
Winners (2)
Runners up (2) 

Challenge Cup  
Winners 2007-08

*includes equivalent competitions
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THE CAPTAIN –  
KYLE BENEDICTUS

The man to lead 
Dunfermline out is a 
new signing in Kyle 
Benedictus. It was a 
move that certainly 
caught the eye of many 
when the experienced 
defender decided to 
make the switch from 
Raith Rovers to rivals 
Dunfermline, and in 
turn drop down a divi-
sion, this summer. He 
had been an ever-pres-
ent for Raith during his 
7-years at the club and 
was made club captain 
in his first season. It 
was an eventful time at 
Starks Park with Bene-
dictus being involved in 
a relegation, a title win, 
a Premiership play-off, 
and two Scottish Chal-
lenge Cup titles. Bene-
dictus will be known to 
Alloa fans for his part 
in our own little bit of 
Challenge Cup success 

as he was on loan at the 
club from Dundee and 
played in our historic 3-2 
victory over Rangers in 
2014/15. His start to his 
Dunfermline career has 
been a strong one with 
resilient performances 
at the back and even 
grabbing his first goal 
for the club against 
rivals, Falkirk, from the 

spot.

NEW BOY –  
KANE RITCHIE-HOSLER

McPake made a move 
on the loan window 
deadline to secure the 
services of exciting 
Rangers prospect, Kane 
Ritchie-Hosler, on loan 
until January. Beginning 

his career at the Man-
chester City youth ranks, 
he has already had a feel 
for the lower leagues of 
Scottish football with a 
loan spell at Clyde. The 
wide man made his debut 
off the bench for the Pars 
on Saturday but was un-
fortunately for him, saw 
his side lose 2 late goals 
and drop 2 vital points. 
He will be looking for his 
first start on Saturday in a 
more positive result.

ONE TO WATCH – 
NIKOLAY TODOROV

This afternoon’s one to 
watch is hit-man, Nikolay 
Todorov. The Bulgarian 
striker is well-known in 
Scotland since he made 
his first move North of 
the border in 2016 to 
Hearts. Since then, he has 
played for Cowdenbeath, 

BY KIEREN MOONEY

CONTINUED ON P32
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Livingston, Queen of 
the South, Falkirk, Inver-
ness, before signing at 
East End Park in 2021. 
Standing at 6ft 3inches, 
Todorov is always a 
threat in the air, as well 
as his clinical finishing 
ability. The forward has 
already bagged 8 goals 
this season, 3 of those 
coming in the league. If 
you look more closely 
into his recent form, 
this is where the threat 
comes from. A goal last 
week against Peter-
head, was proceeded 
by an assist against 
Falkirk and another 
goal against Queen of 
the South the week 
previous.

 
 
 

THE CONNECTION

As well as the visitors 
skipper, Benedictus, 
there are two more 
former Alloa players 
returning to the club 
for today’s match. 
Most notably would be 
former Wasp star, Kevin 
O’Hara, who played for 
the club in the 2019-
20 season. It was an 
impressive season with 
O’Hara bagging 14 goals 
and scooping various 
individual awards. 
After that season at the 
Indodrill, he made the 
move to East End Park 
on a 3-year deal that 
summer. The other 
connection is a more 
obscure link with Dun-
fermline’s loanee Sam 
Fisher from Dundee. 
He was part of the Alloa 

Athletic Academy prior 
to his move to Dundee 
in 2019. The only former 
Pars player in the Alloa 
ranks is club captain, 
Mark Durnan. He played 
for Dunfermline for a 
season in 2018, howev-
er, won’t face his former 
employers today due to 
injury.

 
PREVIOUS  
MEETINGS

Despite it only being 
October, the sides have 
already met twice this 
season, once in the cup 
and once in the league. 
Both fixtures took place 
at East End Park in con-
secutive weekends, and 
both were closely fought 
affairs. The cup game 
firstly ended in a draw, 

after a Chris Hamilton 
looping header outside 
the box put the home 
side in front in the first 
half. Connor Sammon 
would get the Wasps 
back level on the hour 
mark to take the game 
to penalties. The Wasps 
would go on to secure 
the extra point after 5 
perfect penalties and 
Joe Chalmers miss 
for Dunfermline. The 
following week the 
sides would face each 
other once more in 
the opening day of the 
league campaign. It was 
a freak goal that would 
separate the sides that 
week when Matthew 
Todd’s cross come shot 
sailed over the head 
of Jay Hogarth to give 
Dunfermline a narrow 
1-0 win.
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THREE OF THE BEST…..
LOAN SIGNINGS

BRIAN ROACH

1. ROBERT SLOAN- 
HEARTS 2002/03

In early 2003 attacking 
left midfielder/striker 
Robert Sloan was a 
19-year-old hot prospect 
at Hearts. He had fea-
tured in 6 matches for the 
first team in the previous 
campaign and scored a 
memorable winner in 
a 2-1 league win over 
Motherwell. The summer 
signing of left winger Jean 
Louis Valois had limited 
Sloan’s chances at the 
Jambos. Rising through 
the lower leagues in his 
playing and management 
career, Hearts manager 
Craig Levein regularly 
loaned out his younger 
squad members and 
in January 2003, Terry 
Christie signed Sloan 
as Alloa sat bottom of 
the First Division. Sloan 
became the main catalyst 

to a second half of the 
season revival. He made 
an instant impact on his 
Alloa debut, scoring a 
double in a 2-1 win up 
at Ross County- only the 
Wasps 3rd victory of the 
season. Alloa picked up 
23 points in the league 
after Sloan’s arrival- with 
the loanee notching 8 
goals in 16 appearances. 
A goal in another 2-1 over 
relegation rivals Ross 
County in early April- this 
time at Recreation Park- 
was key. It gave Alloa 
real hope of finishing in 
8th position. Alloa were 
neck and neck with the 
Highlanders on the final 
day of the season- level 
on points but with an 
inferior goal difference- 
but despite another Sloan 
double in a 4-0 last day 
win over St Mirren, the 
Wasps were relegated 

as Ross County matched 
their win with a surprising 
4-1 victory over Ayr Unit-
ed. The loan move was 
effective for both parties- 
he made 15 appearances 
for Hearts the following 
season. He fell out of 
favour eventually though 
and had a short spell at St 
Johnstone before rejoing 
Alloa on a permanent ba-
sis in 2005. He didn’t have 
quite the same impact in 
something of a younger 
more inexperienced Alloa 
team. Never the less he 
still scored vital goals 
for the club- the most 
memorable of which 
were his equaliser in the 
play-off semi final of 2006 
against Arbroath and of 
course the winner against 
Premier League club 
Livingston in the Scottish 
Cup the same season. 
After departing the 

Wasps in 2007 he went 
on to have good spells at 
Raith Rovers and East Fife 
before dropping down to 
junior level at Bo’ness and 
Linlithgow Rose. 

2. STEVIE MAY-  
ST JOHNSTONE 2011/12

As 2011 entered its 
winter months, Alloa had 
undertaken a really posi-
tive opening to their Third 
Division campaign under 
manager Paul Hartley. 
Recruiting a brand-new 
squad of players, the 
team had gelled impres-
sively- with some brilliant 
football on display. They 
had endured a sticky 
November though, with 
3 draws against East 
Stirling, Montrose and 
Peterhead. The team 
appeared to be over 
reliant on Kevin Cawley to 
convert goals. Cawley had 
a brilliant start to the sea-



35

son, but his performances 
had dipped a little and the 
goals were subsequently 
beginning to dry up. In 
early December, Hartley 
moved to sign 19-year-old 
St Johnstone striker Stevie 
May on loan. He made 
his debut in a 1-0 win at 
home to Queens Park 
and scored his first goal 
for the club the following 
week at Shielfield against 
Berwick Rangers. Alloa 
moved to the summit of 
the table on Boxing Day 
with a win over Elgin, and 
May celebrated bringing 
in the New Year with a 
hat-trick away to East Stir-
lingshire, including an out-
rageous long range strike. 
He scored in the next 4 
consecutive games as Al-
loa marched towards the 
league championship. In 
early April Alloa sealed the 
title in style. May scored 
4 goals in an 8-1 home 
win, with Elgin again their 
opponents- one of the 
finest individual displays 
from an Alloa striker in 
years. May signed off with 
goals in each of the last 
two league matches, to 
leave him with a final tally 
of 19 goals in 22appear-
ances. He was the final 
piece of the jigsaw in Paul 
Hartleys championship 
winning team. Again, 
the loan worked in both 
parties’ favour- May was 
loaned to Hamilton Accies 
the following season, 
scoring 26 goals for the 
club. Finally ready to make 
his mark at his parent 
club, he was St Johnstones 
star man with 27 goals 
as the Perth side finished 
the season winning the 
Scottish Cup. A move to 
Sheffield Wednesday in 
the summer of 2014 was 
followed by his first Scot-
land cap later that year, 

coming off the bench 
against England at Celtic 
Park. Injuries curtailed his 
time in England at both 
Wednesday then Preston 
North End. He ventured 
back north in 2017 to join 
Aberdeen before return-
ing to St Johnstone 2 years 
later- winning Scottish 
Cup and a League Cup 
medals in 2020/21.

3. ROSS STEWART- ST 
MIRREN 2017/18

It’s easy to forget in that 
promotion season that up 
until mid-October Alloa 
really struggled. A patchy 
start to their League One 
campaign was com-
pounded by a 5-2 home 
defeat by Albion Rovers 
which had manager Jim 
Goodwin under pressure. 
Form picked up towards 
the years end, but the 
manager knew he would 
need some additional 
fire power. Returning to 
his old club St Mirren, 
he recruited striker Ross 
Stewart on loan- who had 
been used sparingly in 
the Championship for the 
Paisley club. Making his 
debut two days before 

Christmas, Stewart scored 
in each of his first 3 games 
for Alloa against Stranraer, 
Queens Park and Albion 
Rovers. A first half hat 
trick occurred later in the 
season in a thrilling 5-3 
win over Arbroath. Stew-
art impressed with his all 
round play. A tall, skinny 
player- yet really gifted 
with the ball at his feet. He 
also played off the shoul-
der of the last defender 
brilliantly. Alloa finished 
the season strongly by 
clinching their place in the 
promotion play-offs. They 
signed off in the league 
with a memorable win 
over title hopefuls Ayr 
United in the penultimate 
game, before handing the 
Somerset men the league 
by holding Raith Rovers 
to a draw at Starks Park 
the following week. In the 
play-offs Stewart delivered 
when it mattered with 
goals. He scored in both 
legs of the semi final win 
over the hapless Rovers. 
And his 2nd leg stoppage 
time equaliser at Dumbar-
ton broke Sons hearts and 
tipped the extra time mo-

mentum in Alloas favour. 
Jordan Kirkpatrick sealed 
promotion and the rest 
is history. Stewart moved 
to Ross County that sum-
mer, where he became 
one of the best strikers 
in Scotland at playing off 
the last defender and on 
the counter. He earned 
a move to Sunderland 
where he scored 26 
goals last term as they 
clinched promotion to 
the Championship. He is 
beloved in the Northeast, 
earning the nickname 
the “Loch Ness Drogba”. 
He followed this up in 
summer by picking up his 
first Scotland internation-
al cap- coming on as a 
late substitute in a 2-0 win 
over Armenia. Unfortu-
nately Stewart is currently 
injured, which curtailed 
his brilliant start to the 
season- scoring 5 goals in 
his first 7 Championship 
games. Still only 26, he 
has yet to hit his peak- 
and it was great to watch 
him display some of his 
early potential at Alloa for 
that short period of time.

1. WHICH CURRENT SCOTTISH LEAGUE ONE PLAYER SCORED THE WINNER FOR 
ALLOA THE LAST TIME THE TWO CLUBS MET HERE IN APRIL 2021?

2. ALLOA PIPPED DUNFERMLINE TO PROMOTION IN SEASON 1984/85 ON THE 
FINAL DAY OF THE CAMPAIGN. AT WHICH GROUND DID ALLOA PICK UP THE 
VITAL WIN TO SEAL THEIR PLACE IN DIVISION 1?

3. NAME THIS FORMER PLAYER BASED ON HIS CLUB CAREER PATH: ABER-
DEEN-DUNFERMLINE-DUNDEE-MORTON-ALLOA-ALBION ROVERS

4. WITH 4 GOALS JOE JORDAN IS SCOTLANDS ALL-TIME TOP GOALSCORER IN 
WORLD CUP FINALS TOURNAMENTS- BUT WHICH THREE SCOTS SIT BEHIND 
HIM IN THE SCORING CHARTS, EACH WITH 2 GOALS SCORED?

ANSWERS PAGE 37

HT QUIZ
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QUIZ  
ANSWERS

1. INNES MURRAY

2. GAYFIELD VS ARBROATH

3. DARREN YOUNG

4. KENNY DALGLISH (VS HOLLAND 1978 & 
NEW ZEALAND 1982), ARCHIE GEMMILL (2 
VS HOLLAND 1978), JOHN WARK (2 VS NEW 
ZEALAND 1982)



ALLOA ATHLETIC DUNFERMLINE

REFEREE: Alan Newlands ASST: Paul O’Neill & John Stewart

MANAGER BRIAN RICE

MANAGER JAMES MCPAKE

ALLOA’S NEXT FIVE
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