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9 Coalgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire, FK10 1EH   
bookings@baraldos.uk    

01259 729 243

RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259215643

We collect and deliver

Official laundry partners of 
Alloa Athletic FC 

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753
woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team 
every success for the coming season! 

Bedford Place, 
Church Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259 216586

•	 Brakes
•	 Parts & spares
•	 Accessories

•	 Batteries
•	 Exhausts
•	 Tyres
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vGOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

BARRY 
FERGUSON

MATCH
most appearances

Cawley	 391
Taggart	 226
Robertson	 207
Graham	 205

GOALS
Cawley	 67
Trouten	 42
Graham	 13
Henderson	 10
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS
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AFTER DRAW 
AT EAST FIFE

BARRY FERGUSON

We’re in control 
of the game until, 
again, a sending 
off. We dominated 
the game in terms 
of possession. We 
just never had 
enough attempts 
on goal but when 
we get the goal and 
go ahead, I don’t 
know what he’s 
[Howie] thinking.

He gets booked, 
I don’t know how 

many times I need 
to tell them and 
then obviously he 
makes a rash chal-
lenge and the ref’s 
got no other deci-
sion to give him a 
second yellow and 
send him off.

We were in con-
trol, we dominated 
the ball, there’s 
no doubt about 
it, there was only 
one team that was 

control of a game, 
you’re 1-0 up, any 
stage it’s going to 
be two because 
we’re dominating 
it and then How-
ie makes a rash 
decision.

I can only say 
so much, it’s up to 
them when they 
step across the 
line. Nowadays 
in modern day 
football if you get 

in control of the 
game. I keep say-
ing, that’s the fifth 
game this season 
where we’ve went 
down to 10 men 
and we’ve dropped 
either three points 
or two points.

I’’ve spoke to 
them a number of 
times about it so 
that’s the disap-
pointing thing for 
me. When you’re in 
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booked you can’t 
tackle. It’s as simple 
as that, you can’t 
even look at an 
opposition player 
now and you get 
booked.

They’ve been 
told enough times, 
more than enough 
times, so he should 
know better and he 
was told that after 
the game, as you 

can imagine.
That’s the reason 

why I was desper-
ate to get [Hender-
son]. We’ve got him 
until the middle of 
January, hopefully 
I can keep him 
until the end of the 
season. He was ac-
tually quiet but he 
took his goal well, 
that’s what he was 
brought here to do. 

He’s in fine form 
just now.

We better keep 
11 players on the 
park. We need to. 
You see the dif-
ference when we 
keep 11 players on 
the park: we beat 
teams. That’s the 
disappointing thing.

East Fife are going 
to get a lift from 

[the red card], no 
doubt about it. 
And then they put 
us under pressure 
and we’ve just got 
to try and see the 
game out.

You might look 
back and say it’s 
a good point but 
it’s definitely two 
points dropped.
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NEWSDESK

JOHN GLENCROSS

To-day we welcome 
Clyde FC to the Indodrill 
Stadium, welcoming 
Danny Lennon, the 
players, officials and 
directors of Clyde FC. It 
has been a while since 
the clubs have played 
in a League fixture at 
The Indodrill Stadium, 
the last time being on 
25th February, 2012 
when “The Wasps” won 
1-0 thanks to a Darren 
Young goal. However 
“The Bully Wee” did 
score a late winner at 
Broadwood Stadium, 

Cumbernauld earlier 
this season to win 2-1 
thanks to a David Good-
willie double. David 
joined Clyde in March, 
2017 and has contin-
ued the form which 
has seen him capped 
by Scotland at Interna-
tional level, now aged 
32 he again is their top 
goalscorer with 16 goals 
already this season.

It would be fair to 
say going into our last 
home match in the 
Scottish Cup against 

Bonnyrigg Rose Athletic 
few would have pre-
dicted a 5-0 victory for 
“The Wasps” due to the 
Rose rich vein of form, 
however on the day 
getting the two early 
goals settled the team 
and it was good to see 
Euan Henderson score 
the club’s first hat-trick 
since Liam Buchanan 
v. Stenhousemuir 14th 
Nov, 2020 and the first 
in the Scottish Cup since 
Kevin McDonald did so 
against Raith Rovers in 
4-2 victory on 20th Nov, 

2010.
Today we return 

to League business 
in cinch League One, 
where we will look to 
bounce back after losing 
at home to Dumbarton 
2-1 and drawing last 
Saturday against East 
Fife at Bayview 1-1. In 
both these matches we 
have made things more 
difficult for the team 
by having players sent 
off and now have had 
five players dismissed 
already this season 



11

which statistic not to 
be proud of, Fernandy 
Mendy and Craig Howie 
the most recent players 
to suffer this fate.

Euan Henderson was 
included in the SPFL 
Team of the week for 
27th November, when 
Craig Fowler from the 
Terrace, selected himas 
the star man after his 
hat-trick in the Scottish 

Cup v. Bonnyrigg Rose 
Athletic.

Birthday wishes go 
to Stefan Scougall who 
celebrated his 29th 
birthday on Tuesday 7th 
December, 2021. Stefan 
was on target for “The 
Wasps” earlier in the 
season against Clyde, 
lets hope he can find the 
net again today.

Alloa Athletic’s 
reward for reaching the 
Scottish Cup 4th Round 
is a home tie against 
Celtic in the New Year, a 
side we have not faced 
in the Scottish Cup since 
4th September, 1996. 
This tie will be eagerly 
awaited but for now we 
need to concentrate on 
gaining more valuable 
league points.

Wasps 2000 Draw - 
Week 48 4th December, 
2021
£ 100 0506 K.Aitken
£ 50 0938 S.Scougall
£ 25 0234 S.Menzies
£ 25 1460 D.Glencross
£ 25 0171 R. McGrouth-
er
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Our OLED TVs bring pictures and sound to-
gether in perfect harmony. See pure blacks 
for incredible contrast. Hear sound directly 
from the screen. This is as real as it gets.

Embrace the 
real world

McMichael’s
Alloa

3-9 Mill Street
FK101DT

T: 01259724230
Hall 5, Tillicoultry
T: 01259755158

www.mcmichaels.co.uk- open 7 days

D Donaldson 
Contruction Ltd

JOINERS AND BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Block 2, Ward Street, Alloa FK10 1ET

Tel: 01259 219923 Fax@ 01259 211676
e-mail: info@donaldson-construction.co.uk

We would like to take this opportunity to wish Alloa Athletic 
Football Club every success this season

C
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EAST FIFE ALLOA ATHLETIC1:1
(0:0)

SCORERS
0:1 53’ Henderson

REFEREE: Mike Roncone

1:179’Semple

4th December 2021
Bayview Stadium, Methil

3:00pm KO
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CLYDE PETERHEAD2:2
(1:2)

SCORERS
0:1 20’ McLean

REFEREE: Peter Stuart

0:2 26’ Savoury

4th December 2021
Broadwood Stadium, Cumbernauld

3:00pm KO

1:245’Goodwillie
2:252’Goodwillie
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PLAYERS RETURNING TO 
HAUNT THE WASPS

JONATHAN MARKWELL

Every week in the 
cinch League One Alloa 
will potentially face a 
former player, with each 
of our rivals having at 
least one ex-Wasp in 
their playing squad. 
This afternoon is no 
exception, with Mark 
Docherty making an-
other return to the Recs 
and Neil Parry making 
his maiden trip back 
to Clackmannanshire 
since swapping Alloa 
for Clyde in August. The 
connections aren’t lim-
ited to playing squads 

either, with Danny 
Lennon making his first 
return to the Indodrill 
Stadium since his spell 
as Alloa manager six 
years ago, and the 
Bully Wee’s goalkeeping 
coach James Evans 
being another former 
Wasp.

The return of former 
players is nothing new 
and everybody will be 
conscious of the po-
tential of those players 
coming back to haunt 
their old teams. It is a 

cast-iron guarantee that 
the extra motivation of 
returning to a former 
club transcends into the 
player scoring a goal or 
putting in a man-of-the-
match performance. 
It has been happening 
since football began and 
will always be an extra 
ingredient which adds 
spice to any encounter. 
It goes without saying 
that Neil Parry will be 
looking forward to this 
afternoon, having given 
simply tremendous 
service to the club 

since 2016. There’s no 
doubt he’ll be warmly 
welcomed by the Alloa 
support after all his 
heroics for the club over 
the years, and forming 
a strong bond with fans. 
I wouldn’t put it past 
him to come back to 
haunt the Wasps this 
afternoon (although 
naturally I’d far prefer 
it if he didn’t!) and he’d 
be in good company if 
he did. To preview such 
an eventuality, here are 
six other examples of 
former employees put-
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ting one over the Wasps 
after leaving the club.

Martin Cameron – 
‘The Butcher’ as he was 
affectionately known 
earned himself a move 
to Bristol Rovers in 
2000 after scoring 54 
goals in 114 games for 
the Wasps. Two injury 
plagued years later af-
ter his £100,000 + move 
the striker was back 
up in Scotland, playing 
under the manager 
who had plucked him 
from the Edinburgh 
Sunday leagues to play 
for the Wasps – Tom 
Hendrie, then at St 
Mirren. Cameron’s 
first game against his 
former team came on a 
mid-August afternoon 
at Love Street, with me 
witnessing the game as 
part of my then annual 
holiday to Scotland. 
In an incident-packed 
encounter the Wasps 
looked like getting a 
result, drawing level just 
before the break after 
the Saints were reduced 
to ten men after Ricky 
Gillies, who had earlier 
opened the scoring, 

handled on the line. 
With Alloa on top during 
the second half, disaster 
then struck as Cameron 
inevitably got on the 
scoresheet in the last 
ten minutes, out-jump-
ing Wasps keeper 
James Evans to head 
home a lofted cross. 
The Buddies added a 
third in injury time, but 
Cameron’s intervention 
was decisive.

As a side note, 
although Clyde goal-
keeping coach James 
Evans won’t want to 
be reminded of that 
afternoon too often, his 
manager Terry Christie 
did give a balanced 
assessment when com-
menting afterwards “Or 
goalkeeper James Evans 
should have dealt more 
comfortably with Martin 
Cameron’s goal in what 
was a one-on-one situ-
ation – he should have 
attacked the ball early. 
He’s a smashing young 
guy and he’ll come back 
from it. Keepers only 
get mentioned for their 
mistakes and nobody 
will remember the three 

fantastic saves he made 
during the match.” 
Evans never really truly 
established himself at 
the Recs, but going by 
his profile on the Clyde 
website his youthful 
looks remain despite his 
40th birthday fast ap-
proaching next month!

‘The Butcher’ contin-
ued to haunt the Wasps 
that season, most mem-
orably on his first return 
to the Recs on 14th 
December 2002. With 
the Wasps 2-0 up Cam-
eron handled a cross 
when challenging with 
Wasps defender Stevie 
Thomson in the 71st 
minute, but somehow 
referee Colin Hardie 
decided Thomson was 
the offender and Gillies 
dispatched the penalty. 
To add insult to injury 
Cameron then scored 
twice to earn the Bud-
dies a 3-2 win and leave 
Terry Christie raging. 

For example, Christie 
quipped that Specsavers 
were wasting their mon-
ey sponsoring referees! 
Moreover, five months 
later when the Wasps 
were subsequently rele-
gated on goal difference, 
the Duffel coat wearing 
headteacher pinpointed 
Cameron’s handball as 
the reason for Alloa’s 
relegation! A sheepish 
Cameron said after the 
game “I said to the ref 
at the time that I had 
handled the ball, but he 
just wasn’t listening – it’s 
not nice coming back to 
Alloa in these circum-
stances.”

Gareth Hutchison – 
Hutchison scored 19 
goals during his first sea-
son with Alloa in 2001/2, 
firing the Wasps to 
promotion back to the 
First Division. However, 
the goals and starting 
appearances dried up in 
his second season at the 
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club, resulting in the for-
ward swapping Alloa for 
Berwick Rangers in the 
2002/3 season. Hutch 
was a nemesis for 
Terry Christie’s Wasps 
throughout that season, 
scoring in all four league 
meetings between the 
sides, including two 
braces as the Borderers 
won three of the four 
games between the 
sides that season. To 
put that into perspec-
tive, Hutchison become 
the first player to score 
in all four meetings 
against the Wasps since 
league re-construc-
tion in 1994 – he was 
certainly a player with 
a point to prove, pre-
sumably partly owing 
to Christie shifting him 
to the left-wing rather 
than a striker during his 
less productive second 
season at the Recs!

Mark Docherty – 
Sparky returns to the 
Recs for the first time 
in Clyde colours this 
afternoon, but already 

knows all about facing 
the Wasps after his two 
successful spells at Alloa, 
first with Dumbarton 
and then with East Fife. 
On his first return to 
Clackmannanshire with 
Dumbarton in Decem-
ber 2015 Sparky used 
the wind conditions to 
his advantage to curl 
in the opening goal of 
the game direct from a 
corner (David Hutton – 
you have been warned!). 
It was a priceless strike 
for the Sons, as they 
jumped from 9th to 7th 
in the Championship 
table, whilst Alloa were 

rooted to the bottom 
of the table with 5 
points from 16 games. 
The defeat also meant 
Alloa’s winless run 
stretched to 11 games, 
with that proving the 
final straw for manager 
Danny Lennon, who 
within days resigned as 
Alloa manager. When 
Danny signed Mark in 
the summer I’m sure 
Sparky would have 
reminded Lennon of the 
contribution he made 
in his departure from 
Alloa! Docherty also 
scored a winning goal 
for East Fife against the 
Wasps in January 2018, 
when he curled the ball 
away from Neil Parry in 
the Alloa goal with his 
unfavoured right-foot 
– everyone connected 
with the Wasps knew 
it wasn’t our day when 
Mark scored with his 
right foot! Docherty’s en-
thusiasm for the game 
is infectious and going 
by his record against 
the Wasps, I’d far prefer 
it if he was still in Alloa 
colours today!

Liam Buchanan – 
Buchs has been an 
accomplished goalscor-

er throughout his long 
and illustrious career, 
although it seems to me 
that he is even more 
prolific immediately 
after his spells with Alloa 
than he was during 
them! After earning a 
return to full-time foot-
ball with Livingston in 
2015, having scored 17 
goals to help Alloa avoid 
the drop, Buchanan 
inevitably scored two of 
Livingston’s three goals 
without reply in his first 
game back at the Recs. 
The following season, af-
ter both clubs had been 
relegated to League 
One, Buchs scored in 
three of the four games 
against Alloa, missing 
a penalty in the other 
on the day Livi clinched 
the title. This season of 
course it was no surprise 
that Buchanan curled 
in the only goal of Barry 
Ferguson’s first game 
in charge of the Wasps, 
in what also turned out 
to be Neil Parry’s 174th 
and final match for the 
Wasps.

Graeme Holmes – It 
was a brave decision by 
Jim Goodwin to release 
popular captain Graeme 
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Holmes in 2017, after 
six successful seasons 
with the Wasps. The 
classy midfielder had 
some kind words ahead 
of his return with Albion 
Rovers in September 
2017 “I loved my time at 
the club. I had a great 
few years there. It was 
probably the best of 
my career. They are a 
proper football club and 
everyone really cared 
— from the players to 
the tea lady. There are 
people there who gave 
their full life to the club 
and I really respect 
that.” There was no 
room for sentiment 
however, with Holmer 
adding “We are looking 
to go there and surprise 
a few people with a 
win.” It is fair to say that 
a few people were left 
surprised as the Wee 
Rovers ran out 5-2 
winners on Holmes’ re-
turn, with future Wasps 
Connor Shields (1 goal 
& 2 assists) and Alan 
Trouten (2 goals and 1 

assist) both exceptional. 
Rovers were clinical that 
day, converting 5 of their 
6 shots on target, whilst 
Alloa actually had almost 
double the number of 
total shots than Albion 
(15 versus 8), but only 
2 went in, leaving Jim 
Goodwin scratching 
his head at some of 
his summer transfer 
dealings, including the 
departure of Holmes.

Kevin O’Hara – Of 
all the players to come 
back to haunt the 
Wasps, nobody did 
it more emphatically 
than Kevin O’Hara on 
his first return to the 
Recs in October 2020. 
Having earned himself a 
three-year full-time deal 
at Dunfermline following 
a sensational single 
season with the Wasps, 
O’Hara’s 24 minute 
cameo from the bench 
saw him score a hat-trick 
as a match which Alloa 
had the upper hand 
in evaporated into a 

soul-destroying 4-1 
home defeat. O’Hara’s 
energy would have been 
well-know to his former 
team-mates, but Kevin 
was inspired on the day, 
with Alloa’s Player of the 
Year in 2019/20 unable 
to hide his joy at scoring 
his first career hat-trick.

As a footnote, it is 
interesting to note 
that you could make 
a decent team from 
former Wasps still plying 
their trade in the cinch 
League One. I would go 
as far as suggesting that 
it would be competing 
for a promotion play-off 
place. Parry would auto-
matically be in goal, as-
sisted by a back-three of 
Michael Doyle (Queen’s 
Park), Edin Lynch (Dum-
barton) and Docherty. 
The midfield four would 
consist of Scott Agnew & 
Callum Smith (both Aird-
rie), Stevie Hetherington 
(Falkirk) and Connor 
McManus (East Fife). A 
powerful front line trio 

of Mitch Megginson 
(Cove), Russell McLean 
(Peterhead) and Calum 
Gallagher (Airdrie) would 
complete the team. On 
the bench would be Iain 
Campbell (Montrose), 
Alan Cook (Peterhead) 
and Scott Gallacher (East 
Fife). The coaching staff 
would be extensive, with 
four managers (Paul 
Hartley, Ian Murray and 
Paul Sheerin as well 
as Lennon), assistant 
managers Scott Agnew 
and Frank McKeown 
(Dumbarton), first team 
coaches Iain Campbell 
and Bryan Prunty (Aird-
rie), no fewer than three 
goalkeeper coaches 
in the form of Derek 
Soutar (Cove) , Jim Butter 
(Peterhead) and Evans, 
and finally fitness coach 
Tam Ritchie (Cove). That 
would certainly be a 
formidable squad!
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BATTLE BETWEEN  
THE TOP NOTCHERS

DONALD POLLOCK

Another Saturday 
and another blockbust-
er clash featuring high 
flying Alloa. The Wasps 
went into December 
1921 sitting top of the 
new Second Division 
and with their sights 
firmly on the first ever 
automatic promotion 
place in the Scottish 
League. With a number 
of sides in close pursuit, 
Alloa were already well 
used to top of the table 
clashes. This time the 
opposition was Arma-
dale, and to add to the 
occasion the West Lothi-
an side would be open-
ing their new stand, 

which had been signed 
off at a cost of £200 on 
their own elevation to 
the league. “All leads in 
West Lothian will lead 
to Volunteer Park…
Armadale are sure to do 
their utmost to stem the 
flowing tide of Alloa’s 
success”, previewed 
the Evening News, with 
the Dundee Evening 
Courier suggesting that 
“the battle between the 
top notchers should 
be a rousing one”. The 
sides were already well 
acquainted. Alloa had 
begun the season with 
a 1-0 win over the Dale 
in the Penman Cup, 

the goal coming from 
a Willie Crilley penalty. 
Crilley had then notched 
a double in the first 
league clash between 
the clubs, a 2-2 draw 
at the Recs in October. 
Like everybody else in 
the league, Armadale 
knew that keeping 
Crilley quiet would go 
a long way to ensuring 
success against Alloa. 
And like everybody else, 
they knew that was 
easier said than done. 
There was a pre-match 
boost for Alloa at the 
other end of the park 
though, with former 
Scotland cap Bobby 

Orrock returning to the 
Wasps defence.

Once again Alloa 
would run a special train 
for their supporters 
and the travelling fans 
added to a fine crowd of 
5000 at Volunteer Park. 
They saw a cagey first 
half with chances at a 
premium. Armadale’s 
Campbell was closest 
to a goal, a terrific effort 
from distance matched 
by a tremendous save 
from Caldwell in the 
Alloa goal. There was 
just one half chance 
for the Wasps, who 
else but Crilley heading 
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narrowly wide. The 
wee man missed the 
first clear chance of 
the second period too, 
cutting through the 
Armadale defence with 
a mazy run but placing 
his angled effort wide. 
As the game entered 
the closing stages it 
was the home side who 
grabbed the initiative. 
Campbell was the 
creator this time, his 
cross met by Fleming 
who found the far 
corner. Two minutes 
later Fleming added the 
killer second, forcing 
the ball home at the 
third attempt following 
a scramble in the box. 
It finished 2-0 Arma-
dale with the Sunday 
Post recording that the 
win was “thoroughly 
deserved”, with special 
praise for McInally in 
the home defence – “a 

grand general” – who 
“watched Crilley so 
successfully that Alloa’s 
wonder was only twice 
in the picture”.  The win 
lifted Armadale to sec-
ond, just a point behind 
Alloa, and Cowdenbeath 
a further point back. 
Indeed, just five points 
now separated the top 
seven sides in the table.

The Wasps were 
back on the road as 
they aimed to return to 
winning ways, this time 
heading north to take 
on Dundee Hibs at Tan-
nadice. And the Wasps 
made no mistake this 
time in front of a bump-
er crowd of 10,000, 
racing into a two goal 
lead early on courtesy 
of Dunn and Whittle. 
They started the second 
half in similar fashion, 
Whittle scoring again 

before Gaffney grabbed 
another. It finished 4-0 
Alloa, the perfect re-
sponse to the Armadale 
reverse and the kind of 
comfortable win at Tan-
nadice that Alloa fans of 
future decades would 
hardly believe. It was the 
second week in a row 
that Crilley hadn’t scored 
and on this occasion a 
chance for a few of his 
teammates to enjoy the 
spotlight. Gaffney was 
picked out “as the best 
half-back on the field”, 
and former Partick man 
Robert Whittle was 
praised for his double: 
“The wing men were a 
continual thorn in the 
flesh to the defending 
backs and the fact that 
Whittle found the net 
speaks for itself”. Indeed, 
the Dundee Courier sug-
gested that the home 
defenders had paid too 

much attention to Crilley 
and that this was a “fatal 
mistake”, for the “Alloa 
vanguard is anything 
but a one horse show”. 
In the eyes of the Couri-
er, the Tannadice men 
had come up against a 
side more than capable 
of living with top flight 
opposition. And as Alloa 
travelled back to the 
Wee County there was 
more good news with 
Armadale beaten 1-0 
by Broxburn. Cowden-
beath took advantage to 
jump back into second. 
The Wasps now geared 
up for a busy festive 
programme with games 
against East Stirlingshire, 
Arbroath and Clackman-
nan to come.  
 
More in the next edition 
of The Wasp.
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A FAN’S VIEW

BRIAN ROACH

It’s been an eventful 
fortnight following the 
club- with firstly a com-
fortable passage into 
the next round of the 
Scottish Cup, then an 
exciting draw, followed 
by a largely frustrating 
afternoon in Methil last 
Saturday. The visit of 
Bonnyrigg Rose here a 
fortnight ago looked on 
paper to be a potential 
banana skin. With an 
impressive number of 
league victories and a 
defence performing 
resolutely, the Lowland 
League leaders would 
have arrived in Alloa in 
the hope of creating a 
real upset. Thankfully 
Alloa approached the 
tie correctly and the gap 
in quality was pivotal 
to the outcome. Stefan 
Scougall and Euan Hen-

derson shone brightest 
for the Wasps in as one 
sided a game as we 
could have hoped for. 
Henderson in particular 
was way too good for 
the visitors- helping 
himself to a hat trick 
as Alloa scored five 
without reply. Credit to 
the travelling support, 
who backed their team 
throughout- particularly 
at the start of the 2nd 
half at 2-0. Although two 
of the five goals were 
scored in the dying 
embers of the game, 
the final result didn’t 
flatter Alloa in any way. 
And the victory was 
more lucrative than we 
could have imagined 
when the draw for the 
next round was made 
on Monday evening. 
As more and more 

teams came out of the 
hat and Alloa were yet 
to emerge, you find 
yourself considering 
who also remains- 
and I knew Celtic and 
Hearts were still there. 
My heart sank when 
Auchinleck were pulled 
out at home. But thank-
fully Alloa remained 
tucked in nice and 
warm before popping 
out for the plum tie 
hosting Celtic.  It’s a 
guaranteed full house, 
and it seems a while 
now since we had one- 
particularly when they 
were occurring really 
frequently in the not so 
distant past. It will also 
be Celtics first visit here 
since 1982, so there is a 
novelty factor included. 
And probably just as 
importantly, will surely 

be a pick for Premier 
Sports to be televised 
live. Definitely one to 
look forward to on the 
other side of Christmas- 
it will be a great day for 
the club. I’ve already 
had plenty of questions 
through text messages 
about tickets, venue, 
likelihood of being on 
TV…you name it. So I’m 
sure the club will be 
bracing themselves to 
be inundated in the lead 
up to the game.

After all that drama, it 
was back down to earth 
on league business with 
a trip to New Bayview 
last Saturday. Not the 
most appealing des-
tination in the month 
of December, with the 
ground being so open. 
Luckily I learned my 
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lesson from the pre-
vious week’s freezing 
temperatures against 
Bonnyrigg and ensured 
I was fully kitted out in 
appropriate clothing. 
It’s a ground where 
Alloa didn’t have a great 
record heading into the 
game. No wins there in 
the previous 5 games, 
and only 1 win in the 
past 8 visits. Suspen-
sions to Mendy and 
Durnan meant a new 
centre half pairing, with 
Andy Graham and Craig 
Howie coming in. Reel-
ing from their cup upset 
the previous week 
from Banks O Dee, 
bottom club East Fife 
were playing for new 
manager Stevie Craw-
ford for the first time. 
And in the opening half 
they looked vulnera-
ble- content to sit back 
and contain, fearful of 
conceding an early goal. 
Alloa were on the front 
foot for pretty much the 
entirety of that opening 
period. But despite Ste-

fan Scougall hitting the 
post with an audacious 
free kick effort, Alloa 
struggled to make real 
headway through East 
Fife’s deep lying unit. 
Alloa came firing out of 
the traps after the break 
and looked way more 
creative. The inevitable 
opener came 5 minutes 
in. Euan Henderson 
found space to turn in 
the penalty area and 
practically dribble the 
ball into the net. At that 
point there was plenty 
of scope for optimism, 
as it appeared likely that 
East Fife would leave 
more gaps as a result of 
having to push forward. 
East Fife looked better 
after Jamie Semple 
and Kyle Connell were 
introduced from the 
bench, but Alloa still 
looked likely to get the 3 
points. However a lack 
of discipline was frus-
tratingly Alloa’s undoing 
once more. In the 74th 
minute Craig Howie was 
sent off after receiving 

his second yellow card. 
Once again the backline 
needed to be patched 
up, and once again our 
opponents took advan-
tage, with substitute 
Semple equalising for 
the hosts. Despite both 
teams going for it in the 
closing stages in some 
end to end action, Alloa 
had to settle with a 
point in a game where 
they really should have 
picked up all three. With 
yet another instance of 
going down to 10 men 
(the fifth occasion), this 
has cost the team a 
number of points this 
season. 

Whilst Alloa aren’t 
losing many games- 
only 1 defeat in the last 
6- that’s now 3 league 
games without a win. It’s 
vital that they reverse 
that short trend and pick 
up the win today. To-
day’s opponents Clyde 
sit only 3 points behind 
Alloa in 9th. Whilst goal 
difference dictates that 
Clyde are very unlikely 
to go above Alloa with 
a win today, anything 
other than maximum 

points could see the 
Wasps creeping close 
to the relegation area 
of the league table. The 
next 2 fixtures on the 
road are against Cove 
Rangers and Airdrie- 
probably the two best 
teams in the league so 
far this season. On the 
other hand though Alloa 
have tended to produce 
their best performances 
against the better teams 
this season so there 
should be no trepidation 
about what lies ahead. 
Regardless of this, 3 
points today would give 
us a bit of breathing 
space and confidence as 
we head north to Cove 
next weekend. We also 
get to welcome back 
former goalkeeper Neil 
Parry to the club for 
the first time since his 
departure in summer. 
Whilst we obviously 
hope he leaves empty 
handed today, he will 
undoubtedly get a good 
reception when he takes 
his place in goal at the 
Clackmannan Road end 
today. Enjoy today’s 
game.
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LOOKING BACK
8TH DECEMBER 1990

ANDREW COCKBURN

In the Premier Divi-
sion, there was no posi-
tional change at the top, 
though leaders Rangers 
extended their lead to 
two points, thanks to a 
4-1 home success v St. 
Johnstone, while sec-
ond-placed Aberdeen’s 
own title challenge 
suffered a setback, as 
they went down 0-1 at 
mid-table Hearts. Dun-
dee United remained 
third thanks to a 3-1 win 
v a rather inconsistent 
Celtic at Tannadice,  St. 
Johnstone retained 
fourth place in spite of 
their own defeat, while 
Celtic were still fifth. 
The “basement battle” 

between second-bot-
tom Dunfermline and 
rock-bottom St. Mirren 
at East End Park was 
cancelled due to bad 
weather, as was the 
clash at Fir Park be-
tween two of the other 
strugglers, third-bottom 
Motherwell and fourth 
bottom Hibs.

There was a change 
of leadership in The 
First Division, as Airdrie, 
despite being held 2-2 
at home by struggling 
Clyde, for whom William 
Reid & Gerry McCoy 
were on target, Airdrie 
now topped the table 
on goal difference from 

Dundee, who went 
down 1-2 at Kilmarnock, 
and who thus dropped 
to second. Raith’s 3-0 
home win v another 
of the strugglers, Ayr, 
moved them into third 
place,  while gameless 
Hamilton and Falkirk 
dropped to fourth and 
fifth respectively. At 
the bottom, Clyde, in 
spite of their welcome 
point, still propped 
up the table, while 
second-bottom Brechin 
were gameless, as 
were third-bottom 
Forfar. Sadly for Clyde, 
they and Brechin City 
were to end bottom of 
the division and were 

relegated to Division 
Two. In the Scottish Cup 
Clyde were defeated 2-0 
by Hibernian in the third 
round.

Just one game 
place took place in 
The Second Division, 
at Shielfield, where 
fifth-placed Berwick 
hosted leaders Stirling 
Albion, the game ending 
1-1, which meant no 
positional change for 
Berwick, while The 
Binos extended their 
lead to six points. In the 
first round of The Scot-
tish Cup, the Montrose 
v Dumbarton, Threave 
Rovers v Spartans and 
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Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie

West Ham moved five 
points clear, thanks to 
a 1-0 win at lowly Ports-
mouth, second-placed 
Oldham were gameless, 

while Sheffield Wednes-
day’s point from a 1-1 
draw at Bristol City was 
enough to nudge them 
into third spot.

& Whitehill Welfare v 
East Fife ties were all 
postponed. But in the 
games that did take 
place, Queen Of The 
South triumphed 3-1 at 
fellow Second Division 
strugglers East Stirling, 
while Fraserburgh were 
successful by the same 
scoreline at home v 
fellow non-Leaguer’s 
Vale Of Leithen. Alloa 
meantime, made the 
long journey North to 
Dingwall,in treacherous 
conditions to face High-
land League pacemak-
ers Ross County, the 
game ending 1-1, with 
John Irvine netting for 
The Wasps, who’d lined 
up as follows:  Butter, 
Newbigging, Thomson 
(Ormond), Wilcox, Mc-
Culloch, D. Lee, Grant, 
Ramsay, Moffat, Irvine, 
McEnteggart.. Sadly in 
the replay at Recreation 
Park, Ross County won 
3-1, Willie Newbigging 

scoring Alloa’s conso-
lation goal. John Irvine 
would end top goalscor-
er at Recreation Park by 
the end of the season 
with 14 goals, pipping 
Barrie Moffat on 9 goals.

South of the border, 
and with First Division 
leaders Liverpool 
gameless due to the 
cancellation of their 
game at Nottingham 
Forest, second-placed 
Arsenal missed out on 
the chance to take over 
leadership, when they 
had to settle for a 1-1 
draw at Luton. Spurs, 
despite being held 3-3 at 
home by struggling Sun-
derland, still moved up 
one place to third, albeit 
on goal difference from 
London rivals Crystal 
Palace, who slipped to 
fourth, after a 1-2 defeat 
at another side from the 
capital, Chelsea. In The 
Second Division, leaders 



29

Tel : 01259 763043
Office Tel: 01259762316

Fax: 01259 769211
www.energyassets.co.uk

Energy Assets Utilities are 
pleased to support 

Alloa Athletic Football Club 
and wish them every success over 

the coming season.

Hamilton & Brydie Ltd.
Roughcast Chipping Specialists

Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over 
Scotland

Unit 1 Block 6, Bond Street, Dumyat Busi-
ness Park, Tullibody, FK102P6

tel:01259722896 Fax: 01259216217
email: sales@hamiltonbrydie.co.uk

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie



30

CLYDE
The Bully Wee

This afternoon we 
welcome Danny Len-
non and his Clyde side 
to the Indodrill for this 
Cinch League 1 fixture. 
The visitors currently 
occupy the relegation 
play-off spots but 
are only three points 
behind Alloa, making 
today a real crunch 
tie. Having played the 
same amount of games, 
fixtures like today may 
determine what play-off 
Alloa are competing 
for. It has been a tough 
run of fixtures for Clyde 
with just two wins in 
their last ten outings, 
one of which included a 
major cup upset as they 
fell 2-0 to non-league 
side Clydebank. How-

ever, Alloa will be well 
aware of the threat they 
pose and in particular, 
David Goodwillie, having 
already lost out to them 
this season. Although 
work to be done for 
Lennon’s men, wth the 
league being so tight, 
they will know a good 
run of form can see 
them push at the right 
end of the table.

THE BOSS -  
DANNY LENNON

It is a former Alloa 
manager that will take 
charge of the visitors 
this afternoon. Danny 
Lennon managed 
the club back in their 
survival bids in the 
Championship in 2015. 
Iconically using the ‘Any 
Given Sunday’ speech in 
the play-off final against 
Forfar, Alloa completed 
the great escape with a 
historic comeback. The 
next season didn’t go 
to plan though as Alloa 
were left well adrift at 
the bottom of the table 
without a home win 
to their name. Lennon 
departed the club in 
December after just five 
points out of a possible 
forty-eight. His mana-
gerial career highlight 
so far came before his 
stint at Alloa, however. 

Lennon led St Mirren to 
their first ever Scottish 
League Cup win in 2013 
beating Hearts 3-2 in the 
final, and Celtic in the 
semi-finals. Since leaving 
the Indodrill, the former 
midfielder had a brief 
stint at Airdrie before 
returning to permanent 
management with Clyde 
in 2017. Two years later, 
he would take the Bully 
Wee up into League 1 
through the play-offs, 
it would be the club’s 
first season out of the 
bottom division for the 
first time in ten years. 
After being away for so 
long, success would be 
considered as survival 
and despite the season 
being cut short, they 
were well on course to 
do that as they finished 
seventh.

THE CAPTAIN -  
DAVID GOODWILLIE

The man with the 
armband is also Clyde’s 
star striker, David Good-
willie. He burst onto 
the scene back in 2006 
with Dundee United 
and it didn’t take him 
long to win Young Player 
of the Year awards 
and caps for Scotland. 
Sensational perfor-
mances saw him earn 
a two million pound 

FOUNDED
1877

GROUND
Broadwood Stadium, 
Cumbernauld

TOP HONOURS
Scottish Champion-
ship* Winners (5)
Runners Up (6)

Scottish League One* 
Runners-up (2)

Scottish League Two* 
Winners (4)

Scottish Cup Winners 
(3)
Runners-up (3)

Challenge Cup  
Winners 2006-7
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move to Blackburn 
where he was for the 
following three years. 
Spells at Aberdeen and 
Plymouth would follow 
before he signed for 
Clyde in 2016. In his 
first three years at the 
club while they played 
in League 2, Goodwillie 
showed his goal scoring 
prowess with fifty-three 
goals in just ninety 
games. Since leading 
the team to promotion 
and moving up a divi-
sion, he has continued 
to find the back of the 
net and propel Clyde to 
victories. This season in 
the league alone he has 
scored fourteen goals 
and had two assists 
in his opening sixteen 
fixtures. Alloa fans 
will need no reminder 

that two of those goals 
came in the last game 
between the two sides 
which ended 2-1 Clyde. 
He has scored five goals 
in his last five which will 
make it a great battle be-
tween his counterpart, 
Euan Henderson, who is 
also on a rich run of goal 
scoring form.

NEW BOY -  
NEIL PARRY

It will be a strange 
sight to see former Alloa 
number one return 
to the Indodrill for the 
first time as he takes 
to pitch with his new 
side Clyde. Neil Parry is 
considered a mod-
ern-day legend in Alloa 
colours for his part in a 
historic five or so years 

for the club. Massive 
penalty saves, heroics 
at Celtic Park, survivals 
and promotions are just 
some of the memories 
the Alloa fans will find 
hard to forget anytime 
soon. Football works 
in funny ways as Neil 
found himself out of 
favour this season and 
struggled to make an 
impact. Alloa’s loss was 
Clyde’s gain as they very 
quickly snapped up the 
experienced goalkeeper 
inSeptember. His debut 
was hampered by Covid 
but since making his de-
but against Peterhead, 
he has kept his place as 
he looks to get back to 
his best. Parry has kept 
two clean sheets in his 
opening twelve games 
for the club.

ONE TO WATCH - 
 MORGARO GOMIS

It is hard to look 
past Goodwillie as the 

man to watch out for 
this afternoon, however, 
Morgaro Gomis offers a 
wealth of experience for 
the Bully Wee in midfield. 
The Senegalease inter-
nationalist signed on at 
Broadwood this summer 
and with Scottish Cup and 
Championship medals in 
his locker looked a real 
coup for Clyde. Starting 
his career in France, he 
moved over to Britain and 
started his career over 
here with English side, 
Lewes, and then Cowden-
beath before earning his 
move to Dundee United. 
It was there he would 
win the Scottish Cup and 
stand-out performances 
saw him earn a move to 
Birmingham City. He then 
re-joined United before 
stints at Hearts, Moth-
erwell and Falkirk. Since 
joining in the summer 
he has made joint most 
appearances for the club 

BY KIEREN MOONEY

CONTINUED ON P32
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EXTRA A MONTH

having played in all 
twenty one games that 
he was in the squad for. 
Offering a calming pres-
ence to the midfield, 
Gomis also adds solidity 
to his defence.

THE CONNECTION

We have already 
been able to highlight 
the return of Danny 
Lennon and the first 
game back for Neil 
Parry. Both will be 
welcomed back warmly, 
especially Neil with 
the Alloa fans able to 
show their apprecia-
tion for his part over 
his one-hundred and 
fifty-four appearances 
for the club. Another 
returning Alloa favour-
ite is Mark Docherty. 
‘Sparky’ had two spells 
for the club, firstly back 

in 2011 under Paul 
Hartley and then three 
years later under Barry 
Smith. Known for his 
passion on the park, he 
played his part in some 
fantastic moments for 
the club including the 
victory over Rangers 
and a great goal in a 
relegation cruncher with 
Cowdenbeath. Another 
recent transfer between 
the two sides is Craig 
Howie who moved 
from Broadwood to the 
Indodrill in the summer. 
Unfortunately for Howie, 
his red card last week 
against East Fife will see 
him miss the opportu-
nity to play against his 
former side. Alloa’s new 
goalkeeper, David Hut-
ton, will also play against 
his former employers 
this afternoon. Hutton 
signed for Clyde in 2006 

and was voted their 
Player of the Year a year 
later. He left for Queen 
of the South in 2009 due 
to financial difficulties 
at the club. Lastly, but 
certainly not least, 
Alloa’s manager, Barry 
Ferguson also faces his 
former outfit today. 
Ferguson was appointed 
player-manager of Clyde 
in 2014. His side narrow-
ly lost out in the play-off 
final back to Queen’s 
Park in 2016 and he 
soon departed the club 
the following season.

PREVIOUS  
MEETINGS

This is the second 
time the sides have 
met this season with 
Clyde taking all three 
points the last time out 
at Broadwood. A brace 

from David Goodwillie 
was enough for the 
home side that day, 
as Stefan Scougalls 
equaliser late in the 
second half proved to 
mean nothing. After 
Goodwillie had opened 
the scoring on the hour 
mark, he would further 
rub salt in Alloa wounds 
when he smashed 
home the winner with 
just minutes left on the 
clock. You have to go 
back to 2012 to find the 
last game between the 
sides at the Indodrill. 
That game ended 1-0 to 
Alloa with Darren Young 
bagging the winner 
with fifteen minutes left 
on the clock. The only 
player that was involved 
in that game that will be 
again today is Mark Do-
cherty who was on the 
bench for the Wasps.
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GOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

DANNY LENNON
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS

1. NAME THE ALLOA PLAYER WHO EQUALISED FOR THE 
WASPS AGAINST CLYDE IN THE 2-1 DEFEAT AT BROAD-
WOOD IN AUGUST?

2. IN WHICH YEAR DID THE BACKPASS RULE CHANGE?

3. NAME THE FRENCH CLUBS THESE SCOTSMEN PLAYED 
FOR IN THEIR CAREERS- MO JOHNSTON, STEVEN FLETCH-
ER, ERIC BLACK, ALLAN JOHNSTON

4. WHO IS THE ONLY MAN TO WIN THE EUROPEAN CHAM-
PIONSHIPS AS A PLAYER AND A MANAGER?

HT QUIZ

ANSWERS PAGE 37
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QUIZ  
ANSWERS

1. STEFAN SCOUGALL 

2. 1992 

3. JOHNSTON- NANTES, FLETCHER- 
MARSEILLE, BLACK- METZ, JOHN-
STON- RENNES 

4. BERTI VOGTS (PLAYER IN 1972, MAN-
AGER IN 1996)



ALLOA ATHLETIC CLYDE

REFEREE: Chris Graham ASST: Dougie Porter & Ross Anderson

MANAGER BARRY FERGUSON

MANAGER DANNY LENNON

ALLOA’S NEXT FIVE
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