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ALLOA 
ATHLETIC
FOOTBALL CLUB

S C O T T I S H  C H A M P I O N S H I P  W I N N E R S

1921/22
R U N N E R S  U P
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1976/77  1981/82
1984/85  1988/89 1999/00  
2001/02 2009/10 2012/13 
2016/17
S C O T T I S H  L E A G U E  2  W I N N E R S

1997/1998   2011/2012
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2001/02  2014/15
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1904/5   1907/8     1908/9
1912/13   1920/21    1924/25 
1933/34  1946/47   1955/56
1957/58  1959/60  1965/66
1981/82   1996/97
MOST CAPPED PLAYER

Jock Hepburn, 1 Cap
(Scotland v Wales 1891)

*includes equivalent competitions
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9 Coalgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire, FK10 1EH   
bookings@baraldos.uk    

01259 729 243

RIVERBANK LAUNDRY LTD
Unit 5a, Castle Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259215643

We collect and deliver

Official laundry partners of 
Alloa Athletic FC 

Celebrating 30 years of
VIP and Corporate Coach hire

TEL: 01259751753
woodscoaches.net

We would like to wish the team 
every success for the coming season! 

Bedford Place, 
Church Street, Alloa

Tel: 01259 216586

• Brakes
• Parts & spares
• Accessories

• Batteries
• Exhausts
• Tyres
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vGOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

BARRY 
FERGUSON

MATCH
most appearances

Cawley 376
Taggart 211
Graham 200
Robertson 193 
Parry 174

GOALS
Cawley 66
Trouten 41
Graham 13
Taggart 8
Robertson 4
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS
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MANAGER’S
NOTES

BARRY FERGUSON

Good afternoon 
and a warm welcome 
to Laurie Ellis and the 
Queen’s Park players 
and staff. 
  On Saturday against 
Clyde, first and fore-
most I was disappointed 
with the result. Firt half 
performance wasn’t 
great but we made a 
few changes after Clyde 
scored and we got a 
reaction, obviously we 
should be getting a 
reaction a lot quicker 
than we did.  

  The last 20 minutes, 
we were dominant; 
creating a number of 
chances. It’s just that 
final ball. The goal 
comes from Scougs and 
we pile the pressure on 
to get the winner but 
to lose a goal in the last 
minute is a sickener and 
it was two avoidable 
goals from our point of 
view. 
  Nando’s got to get 
closer to Goodwillie, we 
spoke about how dan-
gerous he is before the 
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of things in training 
before a really tough 
game against Queen’s 
Park.
   Hopefully we’ll have 
Jon Robertson back, we 
rushed him back in on 
Saturday, and hopefully, 
Kevin Cawley will two 
good sessions under 
his belt. 
  Queen’s Park are one 
of, if not the outright 

game. For the second, 
we’ve got to keep him 
outside the box. We’ve 
got to defend better. 
When you’re not playing 
at the top of your game 
and it’s 1-1 and your go-
ing into the last minute 
you’ve got to make sure 
you at least see it out.
  But we’re going to 
move on quickly and 
work hard on a number 

favourites for the league 
title. It’ll be an excellent 
test again for us and we 
need to make sure  we’re 
ready and take the game 
to them to get the three 
points.
  There’s been a lot made 
of Queen’s Park, the 
players that they’ve got 
and the ones they’ve 
signed and they’re really 
good players. We know 

it’ll be a good game. It’s 
up to us to stand up to 
that and compete with 
them. 
  Every game we’ll go 
into with the mindset we 
have to win. When we 
get the ball, let’s make 
sure we play and we 
keep it and if we do that 
we’ll give ourselves a 
good chance to win the 
game. 
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NEWSDESK

JOHN GLENCROSS

Welcome to today’s 
match against Queen’s 
Park, who are visitors 
to the Indodrill Stadium 
for the first time since 
January, 2018, to the 
players, management 
and committee, Head 
Coach Laurie Ellis having 
taken up his new role 
with “The Spiders”  in 
close season after Ray 
McKinnon having won 
SPFL Division Two as 
Champions decided to 
leave. Queen’s Park cur-
rently top the division 
and are looking to win 

back to back Champion-
ships and move into the 
SPFL Cinch Champion-
ship at the start of next 
season. It would be 
remiss not to mention 
their captain Michael 
Doyle who is still a great 
favourite with the Alloa 
Athletic support such as 
his connection with the 
fans which still makes 
him a player they will 
always love. 

However this weekend 
marks the centenary of 
Alloa Athletic being ad-

mitted into the Scottish 
Football League One 
Hundred years ago, be-
fore joining the Scottish 
Football League in 1921 
Alloa Athletic played 
in the Scottish Union 
League (champions 
1906/07) and Central 
League (champions 
1912/13).  They had 
won various cups over 
the years, including 
the Fife Cup 1885/86, 
1895/96, 1897/98, Scot-
tish Consolation Cup 
in 1907/08 but Season 
1921-22 was a season 

never to forget in the 
club’s history.  (This will 
be well documented 
later in this programme 
and over the season by 
Jonathan Markwell & 
Donald Pollock).  At the 
end of Season 1921/22 
Alloa Athletic were the 
first team in the history 
of the Scottish Football 
League to be promot-
ed to the 1st Division 
due to the formation 
of two leagues.  That 
season the club’s 
record goal-scorer 
Willie Crilley scored 



11

forty-nine goals.  Alloa 
Athletic soon returned 
to the 2nd Division and 
remained there until 
Season 1938/39 when 
they gained promotion 
to the 1st Division and 
played a few games 
before the competition 
was suspended at the 
outbreak of the 2nd 
World War.  In 1945, 
when the competition 
was restarted, Alloa Ath-
letic found themselves 
in ‘B’ Division. 

Last Saturday at 
Broadwood v. Clyde, 
Alloa Athletic captain 
Andy Graham made his 
200th first team appear-
ance since joining the 
club from Ayr United 
in June 2016. This a re-
markable achievement 
after Andy suffered a 
rare spinal infection, 
discitus which looked to 
threaten his career but 
returned last season 
after many feared the 
worst. A full appraisal of 
Andy’s career with “The 
Wasps” will appear in 
our next issue of “The 
Wasp”.

Alloa manager 
Barry Ferguson further 
strengthened his squad 
recently my adding 
Mouhammed Sena 
Niang, who joins on 
loan for the season 
from Partick Thistle, 
who have an option to 
recall in January. Mou-
hammed made his Al-
loa debut last Saturday 
v. Clyde at Broadwood, 
the Senegalese player 
played in midfield but 
can operate in a deeper 
role if required, wel-
come to the club. 

The draw for the 
newly named SPFL Trust 
Trophy had Alloa Ath-
letic given a bye in the 
First Round matches. 
However we are in the 
Second Round Draw in 
the North section and 
will meet Cowdenbeath, 
who defeated Fraser-
burgh with a last minute 
goal by none other 
than Liam Buchanan, 
the Second Round tie is 
due to be played away 
on the 4th September, 
2021 at Central Park, 
Cowdenbeath.

Scotland Women’s Na-
tional Team fixtures at 
the national stadium are 
now on sale, with the 
SWNT set to play all their 
home FIFA Women’s 
World Cup qualification 
campaign matches at 
the national stadium 
for the first time. New 
SWNT Head Coach 
Pedro Martinez Losa 
will lead his team out at 
Hampden for the first 
time on 21 September 
when they play Faroe 
Islands. Tickets start 
priced at £10 for adults, 
£5 for concessions and 
are free for Scotland 
Supporters Club mem-
bers.

Tickets for the re-
maining home Scotland 
Men’s National Team 
FIFA World Cup Qual-
ifiers went on general 
sale on Thursday 5 
August at 10am. Adult 
tickets for the Scotland 
Men’s matches this 
autumn will begin from 
£20 for non members. 
Scotland Supporters 
Club members can 
already purchase their 

tickets. After playing at 
Hampden in front of 
a reduced number of 
fans during EURO 2020, 
Steve Clarke’s side will 
return to the national 
stadium on 4 Septem-
ber to face Moldova, be-
fore welcoming Israel in 
October and Denmark 
in November.

AAFC Under 20’s have 
this season been en-
tered into the Scottish 
Lowland Development 
League Conference A 
along with Kelty Hearts, 
Civil Service Strollers, 
Bonnyrigg Rose Athletic, 
Broomhill, Cumber-
nauld Colts, Spartans, 
Gala Fairydean Rovers, 
Caledonian Braves, 
Bonnyton Thistle, East 
Kilbride, University of 
Stirling, East Fife, Stirling 
Albion and Edinburgh 
City. In their first fixture 
against Kelty Hearts at 
New Central Park on 
Friday 30th July, the 
game ended 2-2, Alloa 
goalscorers on the night 
were - Devan McColl 

and Reece Paterson. 
6th August v. Broomhill 
at Indodrill Stadium, 
they won 4-0 a Reece 
Paterson hat-trick and 
Josh Gillespie goal, 13th 
August v. Bonnyrigg 
Rose (A) won 1-0 thanks 
to Reece Paterson goal. 
This week they had a 
free week with new 
fixture due Friday 27th 
August v. Cumbernauld 
Colts at Broadwood 
Stadium.

The draw for Pre-
liminary Round of the 
2021-22 Scottish Cup 
took place at Hampden 
Park last week, with new 
Scotland Women’s Na-
tional Team Head Coach 
Pedro Martinez Losa 
joining Gordon Duncan 
to make the draw. 
Local junior side Sauchie 
Juniors were given a bye 
in the Preliminary Draw 
and will progress to the 
first round. “The Wasps” 
will enter the competi-
tion in round three on 
Saturday 27th Novem-
ber, 2021
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Our OLED TVs bring pictures and sound to-
gether in perfect harmony. See pure blacks 
for incredible contrast. Hear sound directly 
from the screen. This is as real as it gets.

Embrace the 
real world

McMichael’s
Alloa

3-9 Mill Street
FK101DT

T: 01259724230
Hall 5, Tillicoultry
T: 01259755158

www.mcmichaels.co.uk- open 7 days

D Donaldson 
Contruction Ltd

JOINERS AND BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Block 2, Ward Street, Alloa FK10 1ET

Tel: 01259 219923 Fax@ 01259 211676
e-mail: info@donaldson-construction.co.uk

We would like to take this opportunity to wish Alloa Athletic 
Football Club every success this season

C
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CLYDE ALLOA ATHLETIC2:1
(0:0)

14th August 2021
Broadwood Stadium, Cumbernauld

3:00pm KO

SCORERS
1:058’Goodwillie

REFEREE: Mike Roncone

1:1 72’ Scougall
2:189’Goodwillie
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QUEEN’S PARK DUMBARTON3:0
(1:0)

14th August 2021
Firhill Stadium, Glasgow

3:00pm KO

SCORERS
1:024’Murray

REFEREE: Craig Napier

2:049’Longridge
3:088’Brown
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100 YEARS IN THE  
SCOTTISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE

JONATHAN MARKWELL

Yesterday marked the 
centenary of Alloa’s very 
first match in the Scot-
tish Football League. 
It is therefore entirely 
appropriate for me to 
today chronicle that 
monumental day in the 
club’s history 100 years 
on. It is also fitting that 
we welcome Scotland’s 
oldest football club 
Queen’s Park as our op-
ponent’s today on what 
can be described as an 
historic occasion.

On Saturday 20th Au-

gust 1921 the Wasps of-
ficially joined the ranks 
of the Scottish league, 
with 5000 spectators ea-
gerly entering the Recs 
to see Alloa play fellow 
new-boys Stenhouse-
muir. With the help of 
the British Newspaper 
Archive I’ve unearthed 
the match report from 
that maiden game. 
Page 14 of The Sunday 
Post gloriously reported 
‘CRILLY TAKES ALLOA 
ON TO VICTORY’, as 
the Wasps recorded a 
1-0 victory over Stenny, 

ensuring a winning start 
on a national league 
stage. It will come as no 
surprise to any ardent 
Alloa supporter that 
infamous striker Willie 
‘Wee’ Crilley netted 
for the Wasps, his first 
of what became a 
record breaking 49 goal 
season for the 5ft 3ins 
livewire. That’s been 
unparalleled to this day, 
although I recall Donald 
Pollock recalling in this 
publication a couple of 
seasons ago that his 
own research suggest-

ed Crilley may have 
even scored 51 goals! 
Although the match 
report is only seven 
paragraphs in length, it 
includes some lovely de-
tail and turn of phrase. 
The reporter talked the 
game up, describing it 
as “a real rousing game” 
and a “ding-dong strug-
gle” despite there only 
be a single goal. I also 
enjoy how there is no 
description as to how 
Crilly actually scored his 
penalty, with the report-
er instead commenting 
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on the scenes on the 
Recs terracing with the 
5000 spectators (just 
imagine that number 
of Alloa supporters 
today!) celebrating 
Crilley’s strike with 
“great enthusiasm”. I 
can only speculate but 
it would appear to me 
that Alloa deserved the 
victory and the masses 
in attendance went 
home happy with victo-
ry secured on day one 
in the Scottish Football 
League.

The Alloa side that 
day, playing in the clas-
sic 2-3-5 pyramid for-
mation, was: Caldwell; 
Orrock & McGregor; 
McLean, Gaffney & 
either Ward, Wood or 
Dawson (The Sunday 
Post match report 
says Ward, but that’s 
possibly a misprint for 
Bobby Wood as there’s 
no ‘Ward’ in the squad 
listed in the Alloa 60 
year handbook from 
1981, whereas the Alloa 
website lists Dawson, 
so who knows!); Stirling, 
Dunn, Crilley, Whittle 
and Young.

Given the careers of 
key players like Crilley 
and veteran full-back 
Bobby Orrock have 
been told before, 
I’ll briefly focus on a 
couple of the other 
players from that side 
who I also unearthed 
some extra information 
about. Orrock’s defen-
sive partner was new 
signing Tom McGregor, 
signed in the days 
before the game from 
Motherwell. McGre-
gor’s was described 

as steady in defence in 
repelling the second half 
“herculean efforts” from 
the Stenhousemuir for-
wards. The 28 year-old 
was vastly experienced, 
having spent much of 
the previous decade at 
Celtic. The phenomenal 
Celtic Wiki website tells 
us that McGregor was 
mainly a reserve with 
Celtic, but still managed 
80 appearances in nine 
years as a stand-by 
player, as Celtic won 
five league titles and 
a Scottish Cup in that 
time. He was described 
as possessing all the 
attributes of a first-class 
full-back, which he 
demonstrated for the 
Wasps by being part of 
the second meanest 
defence in the 1921/22 
season. After a couple 
of years at Motherwell 
the Wasps snapped up 
McGregor for £200 and 
he remained a Wasp for 
the next three years.

The Wasps goal-
keeper James/Jimmy 
Caldwell seems an 
intriguing character, 
being 37 years young 
when playing 36 of 
Alloa’s 38 league games 
that season. Thanks to a 
combination of helpful 
websites vintagefoot-
ballers.com and military.
wikia.org I’ve discovered 
that after starting out 
at Carron Thistle (now 
in the shadows of The 
Kelpies) in 1905 Caldwell 
moved onto Dunipace 
and East Stirling before 
securing a move in 1908 
to Tottenham Hotspur. 
Released without play-
ing a first team match 

a year later, Caldwell 
dropped down into the 
Southern League with 
Reading for 3 years 
before moving back up 
(the country and the 
leagues) to the First 
Division with Everton. 
He was a regular for 
the Toffees (36 games 
in 1912/13) before 
heading south again 
to join Second Division 
Woolwich Arsenal in 
1913/14. Caldwell was 
an understudy, making 
just three appearances 
in the Gunners very 
first season playing 
at Highbury. Caldwell 
returned to Reading 
before WW1 broke out, 
with Caldwell a Private 
in the elite battalion 
Black Watch no less. 
It seems like Caldwell 
returned north of the 
border after the War 
with the Wasps, with 
his 6ft height no doubt 
making him a physical 
presence and his quiff of 
curly hair also marking 
him out amongst his 
team-mates. Caldwell 
only spent a couple of 
years at the Recs, going 
full-circle on his football-
ing career by returning 
to his first senior club 
East Stirling in 1922 as 
he approached his 40th 

birthday.
The player whose fine 

pass set up the penalty 
which won Alloa the 
game against Stenny 
was Jock Stirling. The 
outside-right was aged 
32 at the time and had 
achieved a good deal 
of success in his earlier 
career. After moving 
from Clydebank Juniors 
to Clyde (playing in the 
1910 Scottish Cup Final, 
1st replay, but missing 
the decisive 2nd replay 
defeat to Dundee), 
Stirling earned a move 
to First Division Mid-
dlesbrough in 1911. Jock 
was a near ever-present 
for the Ayresome Park 
side for three seasons, 
with Boro finishing 
in 3rd position in his 
final 1913–14 season. 
Stirling then moved 
onto fellow First Division 
side Bradford Park 
Avenue, where he was 
a provider for Avenue’s 
talisman goalscorer 
Jimmy Bauchop, who 
himself almost a decade 
earlier had broken onto 
the scene at Alloa as a 
teenager before being 
snapped up by Celtic 
and then moving south. 
I love it when two Alloa 
connections weave 
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into the same story, 
albeit when the pair 
played alongside one 
another Bauchop was 
an ex-Wasp and Stirling 
was a future Wasp! I 
can only speculate that 
Bauchop reminisced to 
Stirling about his great 
days at the Recs and 
that helped persuade 
Stirling to join the 
Wasps after short post-
WW1 spells with Stoke, 
Coventry and Dun-
fermline. Stirling played 
for the Wasps from 
1920 until his very sad 
sudden death during 
the 1923-24 season at 
the age of just 36. The 
60 year Alloa handbook 
specified that Jock left 
£1,000 to his relatives.

It turned out to be 
quite the season for 
Alloa – arguably one of 
the finest in the past 
century! That opening 
day victory was only the 
beginning for a rampant 
Alloa side that season. 
The Wasps won their 
next three games too 
and after fifteen match-
es had only lost once. A 

3-0 win over Broxburn 
United and 8-1 away win 
at King’s Park were the 
most emphatic victories 
(that away-day triumph 
is still a joint club record, 
only equalled by the 
7-0 trouncing of Queen 
of the South in 1993). 
That irresistible form left 
the Wasps four points 
clear at the top of the 
table (in the days of 
two points for a win) at 
the end of November, 
over closest challengers 
Cowdenbeath and East 
Fife. Armadale were 
actually Alloa’s closest 
rivals at that point, being 
nine points back but 
with five games in hand. 
In the very next match 
Arnadale actually beat 
the Wasps 2-0, but there 
were no panic stations 
at the Recs and the 
response to that reverse 
was emphatic.

A twelve match un-
beaten run in the league 
followed, including ten 
victories. The always 
excellent Arab Archive 
website has a match 

report from the first win 
in that sequence, a 4-0 
demolition of Dundee 
Hibs (as they were then 
known) as Tannadice, 
with goals from Bobby 
Dunn, Peter Gaffney 
and a double from W. 
Whittle. The press report 
however is still all about 
Crilly (depending on 
the report his surname 
was spelt with an ‘e’ or 
not), with it said that 
the home defence 
paid so much attention 
to Crilly, who despite 
not scoring “gave the 
ten thousand crowd 
something to speak 
about. He is a flashing, 
wriggling centre, who 
only needs half a chance 
to demonstrate his 
abilities”. Come the end 
of that dozen-match 
unbeaten run at the end 
of February the Wasps 
were six points ahead 
of Cowdenbeath and 
fourteen ahead of third 
place St Bernard’s with 
only ten games to play. 
I’ve established that 

promotion was ensured 
a month later on 25th 
March 1922 after a 2-1 
away success at East 
Stirling, with the league 
title only being arith-
metically secured after a 
draw with King’s Park on 
15th April (matchday 36 
of 38), given Armadale 
still had ten games to 
catch up. It remains in 
the record books to this 
day that Alloa became 
the first club to win 
promotion on sporting 
merit, with previous 
promotions being de-
cided by voting amongst 
teams and nothing to do 
with the league table!

This isn’t to say for a 
second that Alloa’s histo-
ry only began 100 years 
ago. Stuart Latham’s 
excellent 1981 com-
memorative handbook 
celebrating Alloa’s first 
60 years in the Scottish 
League tells us that prior 
to 1921 the club had 
been playing in a whole 
host of leagues after 
forming in 1878. This 
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includes the Midland 
League (1891-97), the 
Stirlingshire Combina-
tion League (1897-98), 
the

Scottish Central 
Combination (1898-
1903), the Central 
League (1901-21), the 
Dumbarton District 
League (1902-03) and 
the Scottish Union 
League (1906-07). 
The crossover on 
those dates suggest 
the Wasps played in 
multiple leagues during 
some of those years. 
In addition, in recent 
years Donald Pollock’s 
tremendous articles in 
this publication shone 
the light on many of 
the characters and 
adventures associated 
with the club before 
our admission to the 
Scottish Football League 
itself. A selection of 
Donald’s finest works, 
detailing the Bauchop 
brothers of Sauchie 
(including Jock Stirling’s 
team-mate Jimmy from 
Bradford Park Avenue), 
Bogie Broon from 
Clackmannan and ‘The 
3 M’s’, are here: http://
waspshistory.blogspot.
com/

Alloa were actually 
one of a number of new 
clubs in the league in 
1921. The fantastically 
comprehensive Scottish 
Football Historical 
Archive http://www.
sfha.org.uk/ sheds light 
on the reason why the 
league was expanded, 
with the return of a 
second division after 
a five year hiatus. The 
power of the Central 

League forced the hand 
of Scottish League, 
as being outside the 
Inter-League Board, the 
Central League teams 
didn’t pay transfer fees 
and had poached promi-
nent players from the 
league clubs. The SFHA 
tells us that Central 
League clubs paid play-
ers far more than league 
clubs and attracted far 
superior crowds, leaving 
the league worried for 
its future existence. Just 
like today, money even-
tually talked and the 
Scottish League relented 
by restoring a Second 
Division and introducing 
automatic promotion 
and relegation. Alloa 
were one of the clubs to 
benefit, joining the SFL 

in 1921 and romping to 
the Division 2 Cham-
pionship to become 
the first team to win 
promotion in Scotland 
on sporting merit! 
The Wasps replaced 
Dumbarton, Queen’s 
Park and Clydebank in 
the top tier. Whilst Alloa 
couldn’t compete in the 
top league, with the 
loss of Crilley seeing the 
Wasps finish bottom of 
the top tier, our oppo-
nent’s today Queen’s 
Park bounced straight 
back from relegation 
by winning the 1922/23 
Division 2.

100 years on and the 
Wasps are still proudly 
plying their trade in the 
Scottish League. In that 
time Alloa won pro-

motion back to the top 
tier in 1938/39, only for 
World War Two to curtail 
our place at the top 
table (and then unjustly 
place us back in the Sec-
ond Division when foot-
ball resumed), won two 
Third Division Champi-
onships (1997/98 and 
2011/12) and promo-
tion from the Second 
Division no fewer than 
nine times (1976/77, 
1981/82, 1984/85, 
1988/89,1999/2000, 
2001/02, 2009/10, 
2012/13, 2017/18). 
Amongst all the highs 
there have been many 
lows too, but the con-
stant of league football 
at the Recs remains as 
strong as ever – here’s to 
the next 100 years!
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ALLOA’S SCOTTISH  
FOOTBALL LEAGUE DEBUT

DONALD POLLOCK

“Team building is 
practically completed. 
Training has been in full 
swing for some time. 
All is in readiness”. 100 
years ago this week-
end an exciting new 
chapter was beginning 
in the history of Scottish 
football. After a gap of 
several years, the Scot-
tish League would once 
more feature a second 
tier and for the first time 
automatic promotion 
and relegation was in 
place. Among the clubs 
preparing for a new life 
at a higher level were Al-
loa. More than 40 years 
after their formation, 

the Wasps were finally 
in with the big boys and 
following their Scottish 
Cup heroics of the previ-
ous season as a Central 
League outfit, there was 
genuine optimism in the 
Wee County. Alloa had 
embarked on a famous 
run which had seen 
them claim the scalps 
of Scottish League 
neighbours Falkirk – at 
the fourth attempt – be-
fore seeing off another 
league side in Clyde-
bank – at the third time 
of asking. Alloa had then 
gone to Ibrox and held 
Rangers to a 0-0 draw, 
even coming close to an 

incredible upset when a 
Willie Crilley effort was 
cleared (off the line if 
you were a Rangers fan, 
and from behind it if 
you were wearing Black 
and Gold). The feeling 
of injustice hadn’t been 
helped by Rangers 
claiming that the Recs 
wouldn’t take the an-
ticipated crowd for the 
replay, with the match 
instead going ahead 
at Ibrox again and the 
Glasgow men eventually 
prevailing 4-1.

There was conso-
lation in the shape of 
hefty cheques which 
were duly invested in 

bolstering the team 
for the new chal-
lenge ahead. In came 
former Celtic defender 
Tom McGregor from 
Motherwell, R. MacLean 
from Airdrie and Peter 
Gaffney of Hamilton 
Accies. The new men 
were added to a strong 
nucleus built upon 
veteran former Scotland 
cap Bobby Orrock at 
the back and the jewel 
in the Alloa crown, pint 
sized striker Willie Cril-
ley, who had excelled 
during the Wasps’ 
Scottish Cup adven-
tures. “The outlook for 
Alloa Athletic is bright”, 
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suggested the Athletic 
News.

The club had been 
busy off the park that 
summer of 1921 too 
with the terraces at 
the Recs built up in 
anticipation of larger 
crowds. Now capable of 
holding 15,000 fans, the 
new look Recs had been 
opened with a pre-sea-
son friendly against 
Alva Albion Rangers 
in which Alloa’s junior 
grade neighbours had 
been skelped 8-0. Dunn, 
Crilley and Whittle had 
caught the eye in attack 
with the Devon Valley 
Tribune reporting that 
Alloa could easily have 
scored more and that 
“the Athletic officials 
have every reason to 
feel satisfied with the 
talent at their disposal”.

The next test was 
Alloa’s first competitive 
action of the season as 
fellow Second Division 
new boys and former 
Central League rivals 
Armadale arrived in 
town for a Penman Cup 
clash. And just like the 
Wasps, Armadale were 

also quietly confident 
after investing heavily 
both in squad and 
ground. A crowd of 
around 3000 saw a 
closely fought contest 
which remained goalless 
until well into the 
second half when Crilley 
popped up with “one 
of his characteristically 
low, swift shots”. The 
goal was reported to 
be well received among 
the Alloa support and 
in particular “the brake 
club which accompa-
nied the midget centre 
from Glasgow”. Crilley 
was already building a 
reputation for himself 
and his goal was enough 
to win the game 1-0.

And so to the big day 
as Alloa welcomed Sten-
housemuir to the Recs 
for their first ever Scot-
tish League fixture on 
August 20th 1921. Over 
5000 fans were present 
to see the Wasps make 
history against a side 
who had finished just 
above them in the 
Central League the 
previous season. A tight 
game was anticipated 

and Caldwell in the Alloa 
game was called upon 
early to deny Cornock 
both the opener and 
the first Scottish League 
scored at the Recs. That 
honour duly fell to Cril-
ley – who else – the wee 
man pulled down as he 
burst into the Stenny 
box. Up he bounced to 
convert the penalty and 
give Alloa the lead while 
also writing another wee 
bit of Wasps’ history. The 
second-half saw “hercu-
lean efforts” from Sten-
housemuir foiled by the 
formidable defensive 
barrier of Orrock and 
McGregor. Even at this 
early stage of the season 

there were positive signs 
for Alloa in defence and 
attack as the Wasps held 
on for a 1-0 victory. This 
was the team who rep-
resented Alloa in their 
first Scottish League 
match: Caldwell, Orrock, 
McGregor, McLean, 
Gaffney, Ward, Stirling, 
Dunn, Crilley, Whittle, 
Young.

The first hurdle had 
been cleared. Next up 
was another piece of 
history as Alloa and 
Clackmannan faced up 
in the first ever Scottish 
League Wee County 
derby. More on that in 
the next edition of ‘The 
Wasp’.

P W D L F A PTS

VALE OF LEITHEN 1 1 0 0 5 0 2

COWDENBEATH 1 1 0 0 4 3 2

ARMADALE 1 1 0 0 3 0 2

CLACKMANNAN 1 1 0 0 3 1 2

ARBROATH 1 1 0 0 3 1 2

BROXBURN 1 1 0 0 3 2 2

ALLOA 1 1 0 0 1 0 2

BATHGATE 1 1 0 0 2 1 2

DUNDEE HIBS 1 0 1 0 2 2 1

BO'NESS 1 0 1 0 2 2 1

KINGS PARK 1 0 1 0 1 1 1

EAST STIRLINGSHIRE 1 0 1 0 1 1 1

EAST FIFE 1 0 0 1 1 2 0

DUNFERMLINE 1 0 0 1 2 3 0

LOCHGELLY UNITED 1 0 0 1 3 4 0

JOHNSTONE 1 0 0 1 1 3 0

ST JOHNSTONE 1 0 0 1 1 3 0

STENHOUSEMUIR 1 0 0 1 0 1 0

ST BERNARDS 1 0 0 1 0 3 0

FORFAR 1 0 0 1 0 5 0
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APPEARANCES
POS APP GOAL APP GOAL APP GOAL

LEAGUE CUP TOTAL

APPEARANCES

*on loan **out on loan
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APP GOAL APP GOAL APP GOAL
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THE AWAY SUPPORTERS 
GUIDE  TO LEAGUE 1 - PTII

BRIAN ROACH

Last week we covered 
Airdrie, Clyde, Cove 
Rangers and Dumbar-
ton - Below covers the 
remaining 5 clubs in the 
league.

EAST FIFE
The Stadium- A single 

stand affair with decent 
facilities, but extremely 
open to the elements 
and devoid of any real 
atmosphere due to hav-
ing no real visibility or 
true interaction with the 
home support. There is 
a better view of the sur-
rounding area from the 
stands however since 
the power station in the 
distance was demol-

ished a few years ago.
Pre Match- The social 

club inside the stadium 
is quite small and likely 
to be restricted due to 
the pandemic (unless 
things change between 
now and early Decem-
ber). Most other bars 
are within a 10 minute 
walk of the ground, with 
others farther afield. I 
quite like the East Dock 
Bar on High Street (8 
minutes’ walk according 
to google maps), a tra-
ditional pub with some 
good beers on tap and 
a very cheap 35ml spirit 
measure.

Last Visit- A rather 

meek 2-1 defeat back 
in January 2018. Mark 
Lamont scored just 
before the break for the 
hosts (different one to 
the current Alloa player), 
before Alloa substitute 
Adam Martin equalised 
with 20 minutes left. 
However, ex Wasp Mark 
Docherty came back to 
haunt his former club 
by scoring East Fife’s 
winner. Alloa however, 
would go on a good 
run winning promotion 
to the Championship 
through the play-offs.

Form (Last 5)- LLDLL
 

 

FALKIRK
The Stadium- This is 

getting pretty tedious 
now in terms of rela-
tively unappealing stadi-
ums. At least the Falkirk 
Stadium has three sides 
and some semblance 
of atmosphere. But 
despite its modernisa-
tion, for me it’s a big 
step down from the 
brilliant Brockville for 
supporter experience. 
Built on waste ground 
on the outskirts of the 
town, it’s another that 
doesn’t lend itself well 
to pre match hospitality 
close by.

Pre Match- Plenty of 
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options in Grangem-
outh and Falkirk town 
centre, but nothing 
within walking distance 
of the ground. Most 
Alloa supporters make 
the short commute and 
park at the stadium.

Last Visit- Alloa hav-
en’t had many fruitful 
trips to this ground, 
but the last visit in April 
2019 certainly fits that 
bill. This was a hugely 
pivotal Scottish Cham-
pionship fixture, with 
both clubs looking to 
avoid the drop. After an 
impressive start, Dario 
Zanatta lashed home 
to give the Wasps a 
deserved half time lead. 
Falkirk came roaring 
out of the traps after a 
dressing down at the 
break and immediately 
equalised through Zak 
Rudden. Alloa had to 
cope with some second 
half adversity as Falkirk 
pushed on to get the 3 
points. The points left 
with the visitors how-
ever, when substitute 
Jordan Kirkpatrick broke 
through in the closing 
stages and notched 
a hugely memorable 
winner. Alloa consoli-
dated themselves in the 
Championship on the 
final day, with Falkirk 
relegated to League 1.

Form (Last 5)- WDLLL
MONTROSE
The Stadium- Very 

similar to Stranraers 
Stair Park, with a single 
high main stand, with 
smaller patches of 
terracing and flat areas 
around the pitch. Links 
Park doesn’t really 
have the character of 

its Angus neighbours 
stadiums such as Station 
Park and Gayfield. How-
ever, there is freedom to 
roam. Thankfully, Alloa 
head up in the near 
future before the cold 
weather truly emerges.

Pre Match- It’s well 
worth making the trip 
by train if the budget 
allows. Montrose is a 
great town and this is 
one of the more popular 
away trips. There’s a 
Wetherspoons pub right 
next to the train station- 
The Picture House- and 
a load of options in the 
High Street. The Market 
Bar is a favourite there 
and also serves food. 
There’s also the Golf 
Club for a quick pre 
match beer around 
the corner from the 
stadium.

Last Visit- Although 
Alloa’s record at Links 
Park is pretty favourable, 
Alloas last trip was a los-
ing effort in the League 
Cup group stages back 
in July 2017. Kerr Hay 
and Paul Watsons goals 
gave Alloa a mountain 
to climb. The Wasps 
were laboured, but 
Iain Flannigans goal 8 
minutes from time gave 
the visitors hope but 
Montrose hung on for a 
deserved upset victory

Form (Last 5)- 
LWDWW

PETERHEAD
The Stadium- Bal-

moor Stadium has 2 
stands and flat terracing 
around the ground, 
which gives the specta-
tor a good variety of a 
decent view from above 
or getting closer to the 

action. You can also 
change ends during the 
half time interval. Of 
course the social club 
attached to the ground 
also holds appeal for the 
weary traveller.

Pre Match- The social 
club has everything you 
need. Recently refur-
bished to serve food, 
there’s also the option 
of half time entry which 
is a nice little bonus. For 
more variety, there’s 
lots of options in the 
town with some “safer” 
than others. A taxi ride 
to the ground would be 
needed in that instance, 
as the ground is situated 
at the top of the town.

Last Visit- Alloa’s 
form at Balmoor is very 
much in the mixed bag 
section. Of course, Alloa 
visited Balmoor on the 
opening day of this sea-
son and it ended in a 2-0 
defeat where the team 
didn’t really perform 
as well as they could. 
Prior to that in May 2017 
Alloa also lost, but this 
fixture was of the “dead 
rubber” variety from a 
Wasps perspective. Alloa 
had already qualified 
for the promotion play-
offs and lost 3-2 on the 
day. Rory McAllister, 
Grant Anderson and 
Jordan Brown were the 
Peterhead scorers, with 
Adam Martin and Iain 
Flannigan for the Wasps. 
This result meant Peter-
head avoided League 1 
relegation

Form (Last 5)- LLDWW
QUEENS PARK
The Stadium- Lesser 

Hampden would have 
been a new ground 

to tick off the list (in 
a competitive fixture 
anyway), but contractual 
issues completing the 
transformation means 
that Queens Park will 
play their home match-
es at Firhill this season- 
home of Partick Thistle. 
The stadium is fine but 
the lack of spectators 
will make the games a 
bit ghost-like I would 
imagine.

Pre Match- With 
Queens Park being 
temporary tenants of 
Firhill, there are masses 
of pre match options. 
For a more cultured day 
out, Byres Road and the 
surrounding area of the 
West End has everything 
you need. Closer to 
the stadium, there are 
also more “charismatic” 
options such as Munns 
Bar. A pre match treas-
ure trove awaits.

Last Visit- Alloa’s last 
trip to play Queens of 
course took place at 
the national stadium 
Hampden Park back in 
March 2018. After an 
early second half set-
back, the visitors fought 
back to claim a 2-1 win. 
This match contained 
2 world class goals. 
Aidan Keena’s opener 
for Queens Park was a 
long-range rocket which 
had to be seen to be 
believed. Callum Crane 
equalised just after the 
hour mark, before Jor-
dan Kirkpatrick opened 
up the home defence 
with some terrific skill 
before lashing home an 
unstoppable volley.

Form (Last 5)- WW-
WWW
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LOOKING BACK 
18TH AUGUST 1984 

ANDREW COCKBURN

In The Premier Division, 
Aberdeen led the way, 
thanks to a 2-0 home 
win v St. Mirren, which 
also maintained their 
100% start to the 
season. Newly-pro-
moted Morton lay in 
second spot, as they too 
also boasted a 100% 
record so far, after a 
2-1 win at Hearts, while 
Dundee United, held 
1-1 at Celtic, occupied 
third place. Rangers 
were fourth, after their 
initial league victory of 
the new campaign, by 
2-1 at the other “new 

boys” Dumbarton, Hibs, 
1-0 victors at Dundee 
lay in fifth place, while 
Celtic, still to get off the 
winning mark for 1984-
85, having drawn both 
their opening fixtures 
so far, lay in sixth spot. 
Hearts occupied bottom 
spot, still pointless so 
far, while Dumbarton & 
Dundee lay immediately 
above them. 
Forfar had made a great 
start to their first-ever 
experience of life in The 
First Division, and they 
topped the table after 

a second successive 
victory, this time by 
2-0 at near-neighbours 
Brechin. Airdrie, also 
with two wins out of 
two so far, thanks to 
a 1-0 home victory 
v Clydebank, lay in 
second place, Falkirk, 
despite being held 3-3 
at home by Meadow-
bank, still occupied third 
spot, while Hamilton 
Accies, 2-0 home 
winners v relegated 
local rivals Motherwell, 
were fourth. At the 
other end of the table, 
the other demoted side, 

St. Johnstone, propped 
up the table, after a 
3-4 home defeat v the 
other promoted side, 
East Fife, continued 
their winless start to the 
season. Partick, held 1-1 
at home by Clyde, lay in 
second-bottom place, 
while Meadowbank 
occupied third-bottom 
position. 
Down in the Second, 
Dunfermline topped 
the table, after a second 
successive league win, 
this time by 3-1 at 
demoted neighbours 
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Raith, the result also 
putting Rovers to 
the foot of the table. 
Montrose were second, 
after they triumphed 
3-0 at fierce local rivals 
Arbroath, while Alloa 
were also in “derby” 
action, v their own 
local rivals, Stirling 
Albion at Annfield. 
And a second-half goal 
from Grahame Shearer 
proved enough to give 
The Wasps victory, 
which also moved them 
up into third place. 
Albion Rovers, held 1-1 
at Stenhousemuir, occu-
pied fourth spot, while 
today’s visitors Queen’s 
Park enjoyed a fine 4-1 
win v East Stirling at 
Hampden, thanks to 
braces from Ross Caven 

& Jim Nicholson, the win 
moving The Spiders into 
fifth position.  

South of the border, 
the start of the 1984-85 
Canon League season 
was still a week away, 
and this was the day of 
the traditional “curtain 
raiser”, The FA Charity 
Shield, contested this 
time between League 
Champions Liverpool, 
and their fierce local ri-
vals and FA Cup holders, 
Everton. And “The Tof-
fees” commenced what 
was to turn out to be a 
memorable season with 
a 1-0 win, thanks to an 
OG by Liverpool keeper 
Bruce Grobelaar.

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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Tel : 01259 763043
Office Tel: 01259762316

Fax: 01259 769211
www.energyassets.co.uk

Energy Assets Utilities are 
pleased to support 

Alloa Athletic Football Club 
and wish them every success over 

the coming season.

Hamilton & Brydie Ltd.
Roughcast Chipping Specialists

Delivering Roughcast & Renders all over 
Scotland

Unit 1 Block 6, Bond Street, Dumyat Busi-
ness Park, Tullibody, FK102P6

tel:01259722896 Fax: 01259216217
email: sales@hamiltonbrydie.co.uk

Proud to support the 
Wasp Community Club

 in association with Alloa Athletic FC

DIAGEO Technical Centre Europe, Menstrie
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QUEEN’S PARK
The Spiders

This afternoon we 
welcome League 2 
Champions and current 
League 1 table-toppers, 
Queens Park, to the In-
dodrill. On a new course 
of history, the Spiders 
are in their season as 
a professional full-time 
outfit as they look to 
soar up the divisions. 
Under Ray McKinnon’s 
management last 
season, they stormed 
the division and won 
the title comfortably. 
This season has started 
in similar fashion. 
Despite an opening day 
draw, they have gone 
on to win their next two 
fixtures leaving them 
top of the division. As 
one of the few full-time 
sides in the league, 

there is always going to 
be an added pressure 
to be successful but 
the Glasgow club look 
strong as they push for 
back to back promo-
tions. 

THE BOSS -  
LAURIE ELLIS  

The news of McK-
innon’s departure 
shocked many as not 
many managers depart 
following the season of 
success Queen’s had. 
However, promoted 
from assistant manager, 
Laurie Ellis, was given 
the role of head coach 
this summer. Ellis had 
a respectable playing 
career, most notably 
for Raith Rovers where 

he won two league 
titles. Since hanging up 
the boots he has been 
involved in coaching 
at Dundee United, as 
well as caretaking them 
twice, before making the 
switch to Hampden in 
2020. It was an appoint-
ment that caught the 
eye of many but being 
so highly regarded in 
the game in Scotland, 
Ellis was trusted to be at 
the helm of this exciting 
project for Queen’s 
Park that prioritised the 
involvement of youth as 
they climb the leagues. 

THE CAPTAIN -  
MICHAEL DOYLE 

Today’s opposing 
skipper needs no 
introduction to Alloa 
fans. Michael Doyle will 
be well remembered 
for his integral part for 
the club as we secured 
double promotions, 
survivals and cup finals. 
‘Doyley’ became a real 
fan favourite with his 
attitude on the park and 
his connection with the 
fans off it. Since depart-
ing the Indodrill in 2016, 
he has enjoyed spells at 
St Johnstone, Morton, 
Queen of the South and 
Falkirk before moving 
over to Queen’s Park in 
2020. Last season was a 

FOUNDED
1867

GROUND
Firhill Stadium,  
Glasgow (temporarily)

TOP HONOURS
Scottish Cup 
Winners (10): 1874, 
1875, 1876, 1880, 
1881, 1882, 1884, 
1886, 1890, 1893

Scottish Champion-
ship* Winners
1922-23

Scottish League 1* 
Winners
1980-81

Scottish League 2* 
Winners [2]

*includes equivalent competitions
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success of great success 
for the right back come 
centre back as he 
scooped the majority of 
the individual awards 
as the club won the 
division. His perfor-
mances for the Spiders 
have made him just as 
loved as he was during 
his time at Alloa. 

NEW BOY -  
LIAM BROWN 

Laurie Ellis’s first sign-
ing saw the return of a 
former youth product 
of Queen’s Park. The 
Glasgow club are well 
known for their ability 
to produce players 
for the top level and 
Liam Brown looked like 
another when he left 
Queens for Motherwell 
in 2017. The midfielder 
failed to make an im-
pact at Fir Park though 
and moved back down 
the divisions to Edin-

burgh City a few years 
later. Controlled and 
composed performanc-
es in the capital caught 
the eye of Ellis though 
as the club made history 
by making him the first 
player to pay a transfer 
fee for.  

ONE TO WATCH -  
SIMON MURRAY 

Queen’s Park are 
blessed with options 
all over the park but 
one we have pulled 
out to be wary of is 
striker, Simon Murray. 
The Dundonian will be 
remembered most for 
his time with Hibernian 
and Dundee United 
where he bagged many 
important goals, none 
more so than against 
Rangers. An interesting 
career move saw him 
end up in New Zealand 
with Bidvest Wits for two 
years before return-

ing to Scotland with 
Queens. He has already 
started to bag the goals 
this year scoring two in 
his three appearances. 
That adds to another 
impressive statistic of 
seven in twelve last year. 
A striker who is capable 
of playing a few levels 
above with a real appe-
tite is always going to be 

a danger and a man the 
Alloa defense will need to 
watch closely. 

THE CONNECTION 

There are a few players 
in the Alloa ranks who 
will be playing their 
former club. Goalkeeper, 
Neil Parry, enjoyed a 
successful two year stint 
at Hampden back in 2011. 
Another one remem-
bered fondly by the 
Spiders is Alan Trouten. 
He spent four years at the 
club where he would win 
individual awards and be 
part of the famous squad 
who knocked out Aber-
deen in the 2007 League 
Cup. Trouts scored the 
winning penalty that day. 
Following the departure 
of their captain, David 
Galt, Michael Doyle is 
the only player who is 
returning to the Indodrill. 
However, at the heart of 
defense for the Spiders 

BY KIEREN MOONEY

CONTINUED ON P32
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is Peter Grant who is 
Wasps former boss, 
Peter’s, son. Other play-
ers with  connections 
include - Nicky Jamieson, 
Adam King, Ben Armour, 
Lee Connelly, Adam 
Martin, Dario Zanatta, 
Daryll Meggatt, David 
Crawford, David Weath-
erston, Michael Dunlop 
and Ross Clark. 

PREVIOUS  
MEETINGS 

You have to go back 
to the 2017/18 season 
for the last fixtures 
between the two clubs. 
The last game was a 
tight affair at Hampden 
park where Alloa came 
out 2-1 victors. Aidan 
Keena scored a goal of 
the season contender 
just after the break 

to put the home side 
ahead before Calum 
Crane equalised for 
the Wasps. With fifteen 
minutes on the clock, 
Jordan Kirkpatrick threw 
his name into the goal 
of the season nominees 
with a superb strike to 
seal all three points for 
the visitors. The last 
game here at the Indod-
rill ended a point a piece, 
2-2. Ross Stewart’s goal 
after four minutes put 
Alloa in a strong position 
before goals from Luke 
Donnelly and Adam 
Cummins flipped the 
game on its head. With 
the points looking like 
they were heading back 
to Glasgow, Kris Renton 
grabbed a late equaliser 
to share the spoils.  

www.frenchduncan.co.uk

  

Castlecraig Business Park, Stirling FK7 7WT

Tel: 01786 451745 
Email: g.callan@frenchduncan.co.uk 

• Insolvency
• Tax Consultancy
• Tax Compliance
• HR Services
• Grant Work

Macfarlane Gray House  

   Proud supporters of Alloa Athletic FC  

• Outsourced Finance  
Function    

• Audit & Assurance
• Accounts Preparation
• VAT Planning
• Restructuring & Debt Advisory
• Corporate Advisory
• Cloud Services
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GOALKEEPERS DEFENDERS

MANAGER

LAURIE ELLIS
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MIDFIELDERS FORWARDS

1. FORMER ALLOA DEFENDER MICHAEL DOYLE SCORED 2 
GOALS FOR THE CLUB IN HIS ALLOA CAREER- BOTH CAME 
AGAINST WHICH CLUB?

2. WHICH STRIKER SCORED FOR QUEENS PARK THE LAST 
TIME THEY VISITED ALLOA IN A 2-2 DRAW BACK IN JANU-
ARY 2017, HAVING HAD A SPELL ON LOAN AT THE WASPS 
THE PREVIOUS SEASON

3. WHICH 5 MEMBERS OF THE SCOTLAND EURO 96 SQUAD 
WENT ONTO MANAGE IN ENGLAND?

4. 12 SCOTTISH INTERNATIONALISTS HAVE PLAYED IN AN 
FA CUP FINAL SINCE THE TURN OF THE CENTURY. NAME 
THEM.

HT QUIZ

ANSWERS PAGE 37
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QUIZ  
ANSWERS
1. QUEENS PARK

2. LUKE DONNELLY

3. BILLY MCKINLAY, COLIN CALDERWOOD, 
COLIN HENDRY, GARY MCALLISTER, STUART 
MCCALL

4. GARY MCALLISTER (LIVERPOOL 2001), 
PAUL TELFER (SOUTHAMPTON 2003), 
DARREN FLETCHER (MAN UTD, VARIOUS), 
CHRISTIAN DAILLY (WEST HAM 2006), 
KEVIN MCNAUGHTON, STEVEN THOMSON, 
GAVIN RAE (CARDIFF 2008), JAMES MCAR-
THUR (WIGAN 2013, CRYSTAL PALACE 2016), 
ALAN MCGREGOR, GEORGE BOYD (HULL 
2014), ALAN HUTTON (ASTON VILLA 2015), 
KIEREN TIERNEY (ARSENAL 2020),



ALLOA ATHLETIC QUEEN’S PARK

REFEREE: Chris Fordyce ASST: Graham McNeillie & Brian Christie

MANAGER BARRY FERGUSON

MANAGER LAURIE ELLIS

ALLOA’S NEXT FIVE





UK’S  MAJOR  BRAND SUPPLY ING  FOOTBALL  K I TS  &  TEAMWEAR D IRECT

w w w . p e n d l e s p o r t s w e a r . c o . u k2 0 2 1  -  2 0 2 2  S E A S O N

PRINTED TEAM KITS FROM

BUY DIRECT FROM PENDLE  
SAVE TYPICALLY 40% 
ON COMPARABLE QUALITY RRP’S     

    3    INDUSTRY LEADING QUALITY STANDARDS          3    MARKET LEADING 2 DAY DESPATCH ON PRINTED KITS    

EST 1977  


